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Kids’ holiday shop sef]

IKids 12 and under will be  co-bost, the fourth-acnual
tieated to'e fun and inexpon- .Children’s Hollday Ehop 10

slve ($5 abd under) holiday  &m. to 4 pm. Saturday-Sun-
shopping exporience whon day, Dec. 16-17, at the center
Woest River Contre merchants — Grand River and Nins Mile
and ent Store  Road.

By LARRY O'CONNOR
Brary wattea

Dowmtown Farmington's main
shopping center will- receive a

facelift,
A large scals renovation ia
Cen-

[ ] ‘What we waut to do lo mako ’® Iool(

unified con‘ler.

Nadme Ruffurty

manging director Kimco Realty

though, is whore Ml Drugs
once operatad. The drug store was |
bought out b" Aﬂm’ and ita opcrv'
ationa ab nto the g

Farmington @bgerver

. (USPS 167-840)

. d for the D
tor, which houses Farmer Jack,
Shoe Camnival, Harmony Houso

and H&R Block, among others, in -

thm soparate buildings along
7 Road, betw
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hard Strect and Grand River.

Work Is ecxpocted to start in
epting, eald Nadine Raffurty,
mnnlging ditoctor of Kimco Real-
ty's Midwest Region.

Renovations will bo dono on
ene building at o time, concen-
tndnx on canopies and momnol.

shot
by fall finishing up with the main
strip, Raffurty said.

“What we want to do is make it
look like o unified center,” Raf-
furty said.

The center was constructed in
1959, Some of tho canopies aro 25
to 30 years old, Raffurty said.  *

Ore-

No architectural rendering has '

been dono yet to show what tlas_
renovated ofnter will look like. been

Thoss plans would have to be ap-

proved by the Plaanlng Commis-.

slon.

Raffurty sald the clty’s histor-
‘cal nature — a2 well es its
zesthotics ordinance’ — will be
taken Into account when the db-
sign la rendered.

“The Planning Commission
has always boen interested in
what would heppen to the Dawn.
town Conter,” said Councilmun
Jim Mitchell, who ;served on the
commisston. “We think’ Kimco
hes an opportunity to establish a
themo for the city of Farmington
uu:'t would go into the next centu-

P@St @fflce from page 1A

- vacancies, saving it

In put. city officials rave been
more. occupled with what hasn't
in the Downtown Center's
ntructure — tenanta:

Council members complained .

in Junuary sbout the number of
more
out of Kimco Reslty, which
bought tho centef two yeara ago.

Raffurty used the prawnutiun .

ton Road outlet, !
Arbor holds the leass on tha '
spot. Only, rocently havo rental
agents been able to show it to pro- :
.spective tenants, Raffurty sald. |
As far ns posaible tenants, Raf- |
furty sald ahe’a looking for boms ;-
lmprowment or’ decorating and
children’s businosses. il
doglns outlets are hurting, lhu.

to council to announce that the  sal

U.S. Post Offico {s planning to .

open a future atore {see related
story} where Shoe Town used to
be located.

Downtown Cafe nnd Pmmn-
ter have also opened in tho center
within the past year. ty
said a bagel shop and other busi-
neases-are looking to possibly lo-
cate in the canver.

““There's momentuts; It's start-

Raffurty some Dovwn:’
tawn Ccnur tenanta not to renew.
when their loasés are up, but
thore’s already Intereat in those
1,600 to 2,000 squars foot spaces.

. “Ifthe nhopplng contar wera all
1,000 or 2,000 foot Bspaces, that
wouldn't boa problem,” sho sald.
“] have apacea 35 foet wido by 130
{oot deop and it'a vory tough to
Iunac.

ll Readers can submit story sugg:sucru. reactions 1o staries, letiers to
+ the cditor or make general comments 10 any member of our news
« stff through E-Mall via the Interet at the following address:

. newsroom@oeonline.com.

= Open houses and new d:vclopmznu inyourarea. - .-
8 Free real estate seminar Informatlon.

l 1f you have a question about hom: d:llvery or if you did not receive

. your paper, pleasc call one of our customes service representatlves
durinz ihe lollowing hours:

Mond-y and Thursday: 8 a.m — 6 p,

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 8:: lo..m.— 530 pm

®You can usc a MasmCard or VIsa to access the following lnlormzlinn
fram our dassified ads. This service is avallable by noon wedn

' and Saturday:

Item No. 9402: Locking for a place to rent or somcon: to share an
apartment with? Gei o llsl!ng of our rental daumcdl
Cost: $5.95,

Item No. 9700: Collectibles? Auction sales, Antlques crafts, mmmagc .
sales. Cost: $3.95

Item No. 9822: Vehldcs- Used trucks, vansand zll mzkcs of automo-
blles, Cost: $39.95
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Downtown Center would provide
accessibility,

Future stores include stamp
machines and postal scales for
self-service. The store would be
staffed by three people for counter
service and thero will be post otf-
ico boxea available,

As part of the leass being nego-
tiated, the U.S. Postal Service has
asked for n drop box in the park-
ing Jot, said Nadine Raffurty,
mnnngin; director of Kimco Real-
ty's MIdwest Reglon, which owns
the Downtown Canter.

# ‘Thoy do plan to vacate lhat bulldlng inone to
two years. It's too smali. Thoy really wantto .

build In Farmington.”

erk Lauhoff

city manager

Couneilman Bill Hnrtnock
asked nbout potential parking
problems.

“That can cause a lot of in and
out traffic and block out others

who aro going shopping,” Hart-
sock sal

Raffurty sald she didn't sco it
as o problem. Peopl: woul
be in the post office for a fow min-

id only -

utes at a time, Also, tho future
atoro would be on the aisle where
thero s tho most amount of park-
ing, she added,

Theo store will not enly fill a
postal nucd but nn a vuonnt store
front.

“ think it will be positive,”’
+Raffurty said. “People will go to
the Hallmark and buy a card, sign
it and then 89 down and put ({3
into the mall,

“It creates a nice synorgy Ior
tho wbnla area,"




