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‘Money Train

BY BOBTHOMAS
AP NEWTZATURES

* They'rs "brothers — Wealey
Snipes and Woody Harrelson.
Not blood brothers, mind vou.
‘Woody waa adopted by Wesloy'a
mother as a young boy. So tha two
men grew up together, and now
they'ro partniars in the New York
subway police.

. That’s the premise you're asked
to buy in “Money Train,” no more
of a etretch than Amold Schwar-

‘renegger and Danny DoVito as
“Twina,” But that was comedy,

?

and “Money Trein" has so fow
laughs, 30 much action and so
much confused plotting that it's
sometimes bard to tell the copa
from the bad guys.

8nipes and Harrelson tako

‘turns posing as recling derelicts

on subway platforma, acting as
balt. for potential thieves. Whon
they goof up, which Is often, they
face the wrath of thelr choleric
chisf, Robert Blake.

Blake considers tho subway his
privato flofdom and ia fanatical
about tho schedules of his traina,
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Eapocially tho Monoy Train, o
heavily fortified car that collocts
rovenues from tho atations' toll
booths. .

A now momber jolna the squed,
Jennifor Loper, who proves her
toughnose by taking on Snipes In
the gym boxing ring and landing
somo tolling blows, Feminists »
might question this seeming vali-
dat{on of a female officer’s worth.

Both men are smitten wﬁh Lo-
pez, and. that adds tenslon to
their already rancorous relation.

ship, (They oven uec a Jine from -

the old Smothers Brothers rou-
tine: “Mother always liked you
best.")

- Harrelson is forever goofing up
with his boozing and gambling,
and Bnipes feels constrained to
rescue him. When Harrelson ia
threatened by hoodluma over
gambling debta, Snipes hands
him $15,000 in cash. Harrelson
promptly loses it to an old lady

pickpocket in the subway.
The } dl h to Hl.l

strong presoncs on the scroen, buti
lson scems to

reworking

Aard

his 1 of a scrow- .

his partner, and Harrel des-
perately secks a solution. Woll,
there'a alwayn the Monoy Train.

“Moncy Traln" may find &
market with lovers of the buddy
action film, but it is deeply
flawed. Tho dramatic interludes
seem like lame excuses for spac-
ing out the violence. The two
stars bicker pointleaaly, like ac-
tors nd-libbing in a drama cloas
exorciee,

Snipes reasserts his status as o

up. Blake is properly mean in & -,
ol that Is cssentially a caricad ~
ture. Lopez edds much-needod,
freshness; she 1s a genuine find.
As a director, Joseph Ruben
knowa how to build suspenss, e84
pecially with o maniac who de
lights in immolating cashlers hel
robs. But he 1s unable to unravel
the inconsistencies of the script)
which Is attributed to Doug Har4
rison and David Loughory. *
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A sampling of what's playing at
altemative movie theaters across
maetro Detroit as reviewed by
Sohn Monaghan .
E DETROIT FILM THEATRE
- Dotrolt Institute of Arta, 6200
‘Woodwerd, Detroit. Call (313)
833-2323 for information. ($5; $4
_students) -
= “Fostival of Animation '95." 7,
9:30 p.m. Dec. 8-5; 1, 4, 7 p.m,
Dec. 10. Tho DFT season ends -
with this annual compilation of
contemporary animatlon, mostly
fram the United States. Among
tho hightighta: *The Big Story,” a
newsroom parody featuring an an.
Imated Kirk Douglas; the Oscar-
winning “Bob's Birthday;" and an
encoro presontation of “The
Wrong Trousers,” an amazing
half-hour comedy thriller that
pould have boen directed by Al-
fred Hitcheock.

O MAIH ART THEATRE

118 N, Main Street at 11 Mile,
Royal Oak. Films play through at
least Thursday, unless noted oth-
arwise, Call (810) 542-0180 for in-
formation and showtimes. ($8.50;
$4 students and matineo; $3
twilight)

“Mighty Aphrodite” (USA -
1995), Woody Allen writes, directs
and stars in this story of a father
obsessed with discovering the
identity of his adopted son's
mother. The typically eclectic
cast Includes Holona Bonham
Carter, F. Murray Abraham, Peter
‘Weller, and Clalro Bloom.

“Carrington” (Britain - 1995).
A true ptory set in the 1920s Eng-
land about an unconventional re-
1ationship between a painter
{Emma Thompson) and an older
homosexual man (Janathan
Pryco) with whom shs'a fallen in

love. Playwright Christopher
Hampton takes his first stab as
director. .

“Leaving Las Vegns” (USA -
1995). Just in timo for tho holi-
days, Nicholas Cege plays a sui-
¢idal aleoholic who finda his soul-
mate in an abused call girl
(Elizaboth Shuo).

“Persuasion" (Britain - 1995).
Jano Austen’s story of on inde-
pendent young woman who gets a
socond chance at the love of her
lifc comes to the acreen in this In-
telligent, witty film.

3 MAPLE THEATRE

4136 W, Maple, Bloomficld, All
titles ploy through at lcast next
‘Thursday, unless noted other-
wiae, Call (810) 855-9090 for in-
formatlon. ($6; $2.95 twilight)
“The Crossing Guard"” (USA -

1995). In this intcnse drama writ-
ten and directed by Sean Penn,

an alcoholic jeweler {(Jack Nichol-
son) and his estranged wife (An-
Jelica Huston) still suffor from the
loss of thelr daughter in a carac-
cidont. What starts as a fascinat-
ing premise sinks under ita own
sclf-indulgence.

“Amorican Prosident” (USA -
1995). Michacl Douglas playa the
widowed Commander in Chief
who trics to balanco his joband a
blossoming romanco with an envi-
ronmental lobbyiat (Annotte Ben-

'ing). Another crowd-pleaser from
director Rob Relner,

*“Carrington” (Britain - 1995).
Seo Main Art Theatro listing
above.

& MICHIQAN THEATRE
603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call
(313) 668-8397. ($6; $5 !/

times), A young woman tries to
juggle her romantic lifo with the
wishes of hor traditional Chinzec
parenta in this comedy from first-
time director Mina Shum.
“Cltizen Kane" (USA - 1941).8
p.m. Dec. 11, Still the greatest -
film ever made, Orson Welles'
stunning directorial debut chroni-
cles the lifo of a powsrful newspa-
per publisher from the points of
viow of the people who knew him

beat.
“Canadian Bacon' (USA -

1994). 9 pim, Dec. 12-13. Fling-
barn Michael Moore's first fea-
ture Is aluo among the last filn's
completed by John Candy., Hera
tho presldent (Alan Alda) figures | *
that war with Canada is what tho
U.S. economy really nceds,

 STATE THEATRE

2116 Wooadward, Detroit. Call

(‘;13) 961-5450 for information.

($1) ‘
“The Doora” (USA - 1990). 9

2 Dec. 11,

R “Absolutely Hilarious!”

;| seniora).

“Double Happinesa” (Canada -
1995). Dec. 11-16 (call for show-

| “Worm And Funny, -
‘ WnlgAnd Crazyl"
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