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Yellow;ackets capture Class B title

BY CHRIS MAYER
STAFY Wortea

‘It took six years, but Detroit
Country Day is again the home of
a girls basketball state champlon.

:Coach Frank Orlando's Yel-
Iowjnckets had tho pleasure of
hoisting the Class B trophy late
Saturday night after a hard-
fought 44-32 victory over Grand
Rapids West Catholic at Battle
Creek's Kollogg *Arena. It was
their first girls_hoop title sinco
1989, when Orlando coached DCD
to the Clasa C crown.

The win was significant in two
ndditional wayn: Country Day be-
came only tho second school to
win football and girls basketball
chump)onahips in the same
school year,

‘DCD’s !'notball team stopped
Muskegon Orchard View 28-14 in
the November Class B final, and
the Yellowjackets won boys end
girls basketball titlea in tho same
calendar year a second time.

“The girls worked really hard
this season,”" eald Oriandu, who
coached Country Day’s bascball
team to a state title last June.
“I'm just happy they got an op-
portunlty to play In a stato final

ond win a chemplonship.” .

Fourth-ranked Country Day
(24-2) pulled away in the second
half and snapped West Catholic'a
10-game wining streak. The Yel-
lowjackets turmed up the defen-
sive pressure and turned to 6-
foot-1 freshman center Jonnifer
Thomas,

Thomaa {nine robounds) scored
cight of her team-high 12 points.
in tho fourth quarter as Country
Day pounded tho ball inside for
crucial baskets and outscored the,
Faleons {24-2) 15-9.

“We have all the confidence in -

the world in every player on our
team,” sald senfor guard Katie
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Kerr, ‘who has mmmxtud to the_

University of Weshington. “And

. Jennifer in a great player. We

don't think of her as a freahman
but aa n playor. Whon we got her

the ball, she seemed-to creato

something positive.” |

Country Day held West Cnt.ho-
lic without a feld: goal for an
11:20 span of tho first hall en
routa to a 21-13 halftimo lead

‘But the Falcons, whe recorded,
their seazon-low point tota} and .’

shot just 9-0f-39 {23:percent) for
the game, clawed back within 23-
21 on a Sue Lyon free throw wulh
4:19 Ioft in third quarter.

But Thomas® 10 pn{lnn

highlighted a 15-4 run, and her®

layup gave DCD a 38-25 advan-
tage with 4:55 to go. .

“Qur guards kept Jooking Im!du .
‘and Jennifer gota great pasition,”
Orlando said. “She knew what of-
fensivo.move to make to try and

get into a good spot for a shot, and
she reacted as a champlon.”
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Kerr finished with 11 points

und five assists and senior for-

ard Kerry Duggab, beaded to St

Ji al:u s (N. ‘1 ) University, had sev-
cn points and cight robounds.

. m BA'M PAWPAW &4 An of-
« foctive half-court trap ignited & 12-0 sec.
ond.quarter run Friday at Kellogg Are-
ns, and the Yallowjackets held- top-
ranked Paw Paw la & seasan-low 44
nts.
> But It was Paw Pn' coach Rick
Mlh:hcll'l poat-guma retaarke to the me-

& prival

& school district llke public schools are.
“Wa came out on this flooe and gave it

the best shot. wa bad,” Mitchell said.
*“But every yoar you road the paper and

' 1t’s Country Day thls io football, basket-
ball this, this and that.

*Boy, it's hell to get hero in the finals,
and every year you reach a loam that's &
private schoal that recrults mil aver and
they got all the horses. I'm not using
this as an escuse becausa (Country
Day's) girla worked thelr butts off, but
1'm just saying there's a lot of schools ln

“thls area that-deserve things and the
MHSAA should take a good look at
that™

Orlanda was dissppolnted to hear of
Mitchell's commenta.

“(Mitchell} should have focused on
his kida and their performance. Thet's
whut {3 inpartant,” aaid. “The
other accusations are really unfounded
and falsa™

Country Day recelved & game-high 21
points from Thomas. Kerr added 15
points, and senlor guard Pam Blerzyn.
" skihad 13 polnta:
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Borgess in

BY B'rxvr. Kowmm

Yem ago, Paut Cook proba.
bly naver thought hia 700th ca-
reer high achool coaching victo-
ry would como sgainst a girls
baskotball team.

Certainly no ono expected it
to take placo ln tho Class C

Lansmg CC upsets |

Class C

fourth quarter.

“1'd say that was a hlu pm
of the outcome,” Bargoas conck
Dave Mann said, “We shoot
about 52 porcont at the lino ax
a team, and that’s pretty poor.
coneidoring tha callber of plny-
ers we have.”

CC un[nr conter Havllnh

Cook reached another per-
-aonal mijestone ea Lanaing
Catholic Contral pulled off the
shocker of the girla tourna-
ment, defeating two-time de-
fending chlmplon Borgess 51

Cook had 635 victories as a
boys coach, winning the 1980
Closs A state titlo while at
Lansing Eastern. He retired in
1991 but couldn't realst return-
ing ea a gitlo coach in 1893 at
Lanslng CC.

“] was out a year and didn’t
have a lot to do; the job opened
up and I wont for it,” said
Cook, 68, “Thess girls are so
apeclal, 1 can't even begin to
describe the feeling. This ranks
right up there with the '80
state championship, the '57
upset of East Lansing and Art
Brandstatter. Games you are
never supposed to win.”

The Spartans (25-3) shot 39
percent from the field (18-of-
46) but wore 4-of-17 at tho freo
throw line, including 1-0f-12 In
the sccond half.

They missed their last 11 at-
tempts, Including two onc-and-
one attempts in the last 1:10.
CC (26-1) finished 18-0f-26 at
the line, making cight straight
during one stretch in tho

state ch hip gam scored 11 of het
againet No, 1-ranked Rod[oxd zumu-hlgh 23 points In the
Bishop Borgesa Saturday. firat quarter and played” the

middle of the zone defonse.

Senior guard Maxann Rocse,
named Miss Basketball elx
days earlior, waa held to nind
pointa on 4-0f-16 shooting, ini
cluding 1-0f-10 on thres-paint;
attemptia.

Sonior guard LaZandra
White led the Spartana with 16
polnts, including four threo-
polnters in six attempts. Bor-
gess held a 33-30 edge ln re-
bounds.

“Wo are a better téam than
anyone realized because we are
such an outstanding defensive
team,” Cook sald. “I folt we
could defond them; I hoped wo
could robound with them.”

Borgeas Jed 31-30 st halftime .
and 37-34 after three quarters.
Tho Spartans went ahead 46-
43 lalluwlng & baselino shot by
White with 1:41 left.

But Borgess missed conuccm
tive front ends of one-and-ond
attempts, and CC made six
straight free throwa to go ahead)
49.46 with 56.8 scconds left. ¢

Reese’s desperation thrvcv
point shot with 10.3, seconds
Ieft went in to appnmnlly tio
tho score, but the whistle blew
beforo sho releascd the ball af-
ter being fouled behind the
three-point arc,
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BIG & TALL SIZES Avaliable for Men and Wolﬁgn

Do yoi want a leather jacket this winter but tired of paying high mal! st
‘prices?  Look no funhér, US. Leather, Michigan's largest eather nors
showroom, Is the answer, With our Christmas Extravaganza gif coupoit yod
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will save additional $8$$ on our already reduced red tag prices, Come v&slt
usandask aboutour guaranteed low prices. .
- Guaranteed Lowest Prices -

ootk 313 728'4 l 22 !

the Yestlend Mall.
: LAYAWAYS AVAILABLE .!

CHRISTMAS 'EXTRAVAGANZA GIFT, COUPON

Additional Sayings With 1 Addltional Savings With 24 §
This Coipon on Red Tag Prices . ) This Coupon an Red Tag Prices!
Puschase any item - Purchase any ltem
valued at $150 or more § valued at $200 or more.
and get the 2nd item of § and get the 2nd item of,
equal or grcater value equul or greater value
: Nal vaMd wlrh aﬁvy other- 4’ Nol valid wiih any olh:r
L . . discount offer .
us, n-a:her Fxp!m 123095




