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Lipa ifrom page 11.1

. his  temporary  office in
the Farmington Training Center,

T nevor even hed thought I'd be .

..dolng this." X

In February® of 1093, Lipa
appeared bofors tho Farmington
Hitls City Council not knowing
how he and his loce! Special
Olymples program would be
rocolv
. To his surprise, the city council
- ond ecnpecially then-Mayor
Nancy Bates — not only put tho
sonl of approval on ‘Team Farm-
ington and its activites, but began

H'We'd like to get
businesses Involved
and give kids a chance
to do something not
Just recreationai that
would glve tham a
taste of tho real
world.’

Todd Lipa

new director

to involvo Lipa and tho athletes
ho coached in many city projecta.

They took part and helped at
the Family Day in the Park, Fam.
ily Night in January and other
city oventa.

“{ walked in tkere (city council
chombers) not knowing what to
expect,” he sald, recalling his first
nervous momonta before tho
council.

The speclal Olympians wero
trylng to publicizo a bowling fund
raisor. That got much more.

And Lipe, who ia married to
Kathy Lipa, became a resourca for
tho city in organizing events and
ways to help the city's youth. In
Jate 1993 Lipa was named to head
the city's new Commission of
Children,” Youth and Families
proposed by Bates and epproved
by the city council.

Lipa will continuoe his actlvitics '

with Team Farmingten, but will
wark at the $35,000 a year posi-
tion to overseo a program that will
Includo reereation and other ac-
tivities for the city's teons at three

or moro conters around tho city.
The program wns made possi-
ble, thanks to a federal grant of
2 $387,000 administored through
= the stato Department of Soclal
Services, with $200,000 in match-

{ng money from the city's parks
and recreation millage budgot. ,

Assistand City Manager Steve
Brock sald the program will likely
Includo activites at the YMCA on
Farmington Road north of 12
Mile, tho Farmington Hills Activ-
ites Center on 11 Mile cast of
Middlebelt and enother lecation
in the southcast part of the city.
Teens will bo transported from
tho middle scheols and the pro-
grams will run from about 3-6
p.m. to atart.

“Wo had 10 appllcants for tho
Jjob,” Brock said, “Todd stood out
as easily tho beat eandidate.”

Lipa, who wan the Chamber of
Commeteo Citizen of tho Year in
1904, also helped organinize and
publiciss the first annual Cornu-
copla Ball in November that’
ralsed about $60,000 for the foun-
dation that will continue to fund
the youth program.

“We fully oxpact, in fact the
grant requlres, that we continue
the progrom,” Brock said.

Lipa had worked for the Dotroit.
Nows and then the Detroit Freo
Press for 19 years before taking
tho position. Ho attended Qunk-
land Community College and the
Woyno State University Labor
School.

Thanks to some surveys com-

ploted in connection with the -

grant application, Lipa said the

city has a lot of [deas sbout rocro-

ation programs for the teens. And
he has some additional ideas for

rograms. .

“We'd like to get buslnosses in-
valved and give kids a chance to
do something not just rocreational
that would glve them a taste of
the real world,” he eaid. “Wo
don't want to take anything away
from any other program, but we
think we can fill a gap.”

Besides Lipa, the centers will
cach have some part-time staff
and volunteers to run programa,
help with transportation to and
from schoola, the ice arena, bowl-
ing alleya or other activity sites.

“A lot is golng to depend on
whet the kids want to do,” he
sald. i

In all of this, the main {ocus
will bo giving the city's youth a
safo enjoyable environment aftor
school. Encouragement and sclf-
esteem will definitely be part of
any program he oversces, Lipa
said,

“Y remember when 1 was sev-
enth-grader at Powor Middle
School,” Lipa said. “I was 126
pounds, trying to run around the
track when John Urquhart (a
téacher and coach) came up to
me, put his arm around my shoul-
der and aaid that maybo I'should
play football, It was just one com-
ment, but it was important to me
at the timo.”

And yes, Lipa wont on to play
football at Farmington High. And
yes, he hopes be's offered the
samo encourngement to young
people In Special Olympics and
anywhere clae.

“Somatimes oll It takes is a llt-
tle encouragoment,” ho said.
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Caribou Coffee Open House Saturday, Dec. Sth. :

{7:30 aun?® - until closing)

Birmingham, #12 Woodward (Carner of Maple & Wondward) a4
Rochester Hills, 3224 Watton (Across from Meadmwbrook Hall ;

Rayal Dak, 401 Main Street~*B a.m. {Comer of 4th & Main)
West Bloomfield, 6315 Orehard Leke (Boardwalk Shopping Genter)

A neighborhood ?aﬂ\ui_n, place

you can eal your owh.

Stampeding off to work? Just in the neighborhood? At Caribou,
you'll always find a toasty-warm cup of your favorite coffec. Perfectly roasted,
freshly brewed. Along with friendly conversation and a spot to kick back
and take it all in. That’s Caribou Coffce at its best, .

FREE Caribou T-Shirt ]

Fill this out. Tear it out. Bring it in. -

Then buy any large drink and you're wearing a FREET:shirt home! S \ |
Name. .
Address,
Clty. State. Zip, . ) o
10 finst
OneT-slint per customet please.

Detruit » Atfanta @ Charlotte = Minnzapolis/3t. Paul 'Aﬂ.n]eihh
And scen, lots cf other friendly neighborhaeds just like yours
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on entire stock
of regular priced
prints and mirrors

sale *9-¥319.

Reg. $12 - $399

o e st e

Prints...botanicals,
still lifes, sketches, tmaps and more

MIrrors,. many bereled, band finished gold leaf,
wood, compo finisbes and more

Syl may vary by oee.

Ak for our e catakay, We aeeeps MagdrCand, Visa and Amrctlcan Express.

42" RIICTrACKET o he given away Pecember 17, And, each Bombay stoce will
Sonale anoiles auteracker 1 thele favorite childeen's charity, No purchase necessary,

Open ta U5, rewidents 18 yeas or older. Vit st foe
entry form and complete rules, Vold where profiiblted.

registerio e , .
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aheatde Mafl K10 297-4030 & Oukland Matl (HI0) W04-S1100 . .
MeadowBeonk Village Mall (A10) 3742185 o Paldane Town Cender LRI R N [7

L Twetve Oaks 41N 3440111 o Birml T3S Wanahasnl Ave, TRID) RSO
Laurel Park Flace 1413 %1230 » Vit e ot Micdgan kvathons: Lanalng Mall
. Malt (tiesmd Ripehl Sqoare (lLue Cradt
' A Alss 0 Tooke Prenklln Fack Mall .
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