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‘Stringing alon

Clarification: A photograph on page 34 of the Nov,

27 Farmington Observer should have shown Katrina
DeSantis (above), a b-year-old hindergartner at
Wooddale Elementary School, getting acquamted
with a ukulele. The story was about a music pro- !
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. Dennis Fitzgerald is hoping the
city of Farmington Hills will take
some finanéial advice from & pro-
fessional.

Fitzgerald, nlungﬂmo vnlunh)or
-with the city's parks and rocre-
atlon commisalon and flrst tio
amdld-h for city council, is alao

gistered {nveatment represcnt.

ntivc for CIGNA Financial Advi-
sors In Southﬁcld.

after the in-

A1

worrying about mvonuu wumu

* the city can't control {s not as pro-
ductive as
ways to got revanue, -

About 20 porcent of the dty’l
reveniue conics from sources other
than taxes, The effect of Proposal
A to cut property taxes and the
unprodictability of state revenus
sharing make [t more important
to increasa user fees and uther
revenue sources.

Fitzgorald, skaild tho city should

1d an!

findlng additional

Fltzgerald Better for Hl]ls to receive

'cumpany s it now

does.

W Enforcing weight reatrictions
on trucks. That would save roads
and make more money for. the
city,

8 Increasing the feo, which hu
beon-at $25 for 10 years, for those
entoring  the court's community
service program. .

[ ] Look at incroasing costs for day
5 through the parks and roc-

’ m-tlnn department.
I Considor renting space at the

Hills Activities Con.

And
vestmenta of hundreds of clients
over the yoars, he has found some
leasons that could save, or more
properly, make tlle city some

* money.

"“The councll budgel process is
spending oriented,” ho =ald,
“Thoy raay try to find ways to
apend leu, but it's only ono side
of the budget."

Fitzgerald, who used to teach
business and accounting at North
Farmington High School, sald

“ToM HAWLEY/STAr? PIOTOOAAVHER

Hills

gram at the Farmington Hills school. . 1

Flne$ from page 1A

usual this year.
An error In the county tax rate

“Stop signs don’t slow people
‘down,” he sald, “They actually
increase thelr speed between
staps aigns, There’s an !n:rcnncd
risk of accidents ot stop signs.”

Farmington police regularly use
n SMART devico- on atreets,
which gives a digital reeding to
motorists ns to how fast they are
traveling. Howover, as soon as the
machine is removed, speeds tend
to increase.

“What's going on is we've huilt
our cars o be renl comfortable,”
Goss snid. “As a result, people
don't realize how fast they'ro

. and p

goin .
Gill Rom.l ia often ulcd a5 an “They
alternative to Farmington Road, a tentativa rate,” Williama sald.

,tax bills will be
mnlled approximately two ‘weeks later than

ored after tax bills had boen printed, stulfed
d for the usual Dec. 1 mailing
date, satd deputy treasurcr Larry Williams.

gave us a rato which turncd out to be

ng

within the city to come up with o
way to increase rovenues by 20

* percent within the department.
It wouldn't bo poasible in eve-
ry departmont,” he said. “But it
would give them s rovenue orient-

od approach.”

Fitzgerald said thoro are ssveral
- specific ways to Increase rovenuos
now available to the city. Thoso

recommendations include: . -
M Using the fire departmont ns
the city's EMS response unit in-
stoad of contracting with a private

was discov-
wrong information.

About 3,000 of the inaccurate bills wero in
the mail to outatate and out-of-state property
owners beforo the mistake was dotected. Wil-
1lams sald no local tax bill went out with the

“Anyone who has recelved a bill has an in-
correctly calculated bill,” Williams sald.
“We'll send out the new bills (to the out-of-
state ond outstate taxpayers) with them

ur for conventions and other

events more aggressivoly than is *

now bolng dona.

# Selling memberships to the

city’s golf course at San Marino, ‘

Members could have some prefer-

ential tee times and/or discountsa

in return for algning on.

B Ths library could look at sell-

ing sone of its services, capocially

to out-of-town buslncases that
use jt.

B A definod benefit retirement

plan should be looked at for city

Hills tax bills delayed due to error

mped ‘corrected bill.’
Thu old bills, printed in red ink, are boing
replaced by now bills printed in groen ink.
The computer files in the treasurer's office
‘have been updated, according to Williama,
Anyono who wishes to pay the bill can do so at
any time by coming into the office and picking
up o statement. The new bills should be ready
for mailing around Dec. 15.

umployeu. It mid save the city,
money’ and better tallor retire-
ment plana to the noeds of those!
city workers affected.
1 Uss city property that would be
hard to sell as an RV park, which
could raise money through rents!
whilo posing little hu.:u-d to the
property. © .
Those are some suggestions,)
ue Fitzgarald sald clty depart-]
ments probably could come up
with a good 1ist themselves if 80y
directed. {
In eny case, tho clity council
.should consider Increasing reve- .
nues through fees and othen
means before raising taxes. That
would also eass tho presaure of:
depending on taxes over which]
the city bas littlo'control, such n‘
atato revenue sharing. ‘
“Trying to plan a budgeti
around somebody else’s wAllet\
... is not good business,” ba‘
sald. “The city counci} is trying ta}
spond wiscly, and that's Lhnmjob N
But that's only pmnfl.hn]o ey

-

Aldrich sald. Tha width of the
rond makes it to motor-

iats looking for a way around stop :
lights

’I‘hu petition i one of several
efforts by Gill Road ‘residents to
thwart speeders, Aldrich sald.
He’s not sold on the city's solu-

tlon. .

“I don't think it was the solu-
tion wo were looking for,” Aldrich
said. “I don’t have a lot of {nl!ll
it’s going to work.”

I

Actavecnre For ome and Off e

Whether you are locking for
a state-of -the-art wheeled
carry-on, the ultimale
computer brief or a new
S-suit garment bag, Temi
has a deal for you. Fora
limited time, with any i
Tuml purchase of $200 or

are significant:

The Official Rolex Jeweler.
A special breed.

The process of selecting Official Rolex Jewelers is rigorous
and competitive. That's why we are proud of our designation -
as an Official Rolex Jeweler because it shows that our dedication
to quality and excellence meets the exacting Rolex standard.

For the customer who is considering investing in a .
Rolex, the advamages of dcalmg with an Official Roléx Jeweler

Look for our

Official Rolex Jeweler Sign,

more, you'll receive a gift
certificate toward your next
purchase of Tomi luggage or
business cases. This year-end deal
explres on December 31, 1995
So act now; because theres never
been a belter time to buy Tumd.

¢ Only an Official Rolex Jeweler ensures that you are investing in an authentic Rolex timepicce.

» Only an Official Rolex Jeweler is authorized to provxdc you with a Rolex warranty bearing
the storc's name. This uncompromising warranty is backed by our renowned service network.

« Only an Official Rolex Jeweler is authorized by Rolex Watch U.S.A. to add genume Rolex

accessories, such as diamond dials and bezels, to your watch. Genuine accessorics protect the
integrity of your timepiece and the value of your investment.
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The Ulumnw Luagage
and

Tobacconist Shop

20000 W. Ten Mile Rd,
Southfield, MI 48075
(B10) 3568-4725
(810) 356-4600
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_ Dittrich "Quali!y"
Natural

Mink Jacket
Avallable in:

GREENSTONES

When you're ready for a Rolex, visit our store proudly displaying our Official Rolex Jeweler Sign.

' CREATORS OF FINE JEWELRY SINCB 1925

. 528 North Woodward ¢ Blrmlngham. MI . 4 Blocks North ot Maple Road - L
(810) §42-2650 » Monday-Friday, 10:00-5:30, Saturdsy, unul 8:00 e . :

In December. Thumdays uriti 8:00-
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