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Power Rangers unwelcome for show-and-tell -

ears back, {twasa pretty fair bot
Y that a young child’s favorite hol-

iday gift would show up the first
weok in January as his subject for
Show and Tell.

Not necensarily so today, I discoy-
ered during a rocent trip to a local olo-
mentary school.

he visit was prompted by & plece in
thg New York Times ebout restrictions
onawhat childron in some Now York-
nmu elomentary and pre-schools can
bring in for Shaw and Tell.

fwanted to find out whethor rules

ngdinst bringing in toy weapons and
Poiver Rangors also wero in effect here
“irf Amorica's heartland" as the na-
tiohal media is wont to say about any
state botwoen tho two coasts,

And to teli the truth, I wanted to seo
how a teaching tool 2o old as Show and
Tell had survived the computer sge.

The brand new Gretchko Elementary
School in tho West Bloomfield School
District seemed tho perfect choice,
This “mini-school” lodges only kinder-

]
.

garten and first grado. As it turns ouf.
that's ripeground for Show and Tell.

Principal 8ally Drummond believos
the basis for Show and Tell 1s a8 sound
today as it was in tho past.

“It's for children to have o chance to
present to an ontlw class who thoy are
and what thoy are,"” she said. *

Each teacher handles it a littie dif-
ferently, Drummond explaina. Some
integrate it Into their curriculum; oth-
ers do a more traditional version. *

But, yes, the.ban on toy weapons is
in play in our communities, Drum-
mond sent homa a note carly in the
school year to that offect.

““Thoy can bring in the Power
Rangers, although we don't encourage
it,’ she added. In fact, as you'll soon
see, thoy don't encourage bringing in
toys.

In Marsha Bloom’s first grade, Show .

and Tell takes the form of Hide and
Guess. Her rules aro that "It can't be a
toy, but something that tells you about
them.”

one {co akate, He oxplains that the
roller blade is new, and although the
skate is old, ho has new laces.  ~

Ho asks for questions and gota both
questions and comments from the
class,

Elena Black shows off a decorative
col'l’co tin, we find out sho ived from

But they can speak for :hemaolvas. .
with your friends. Stephanie Schultz *
says it's fun to ask questions, Andto .
Marcus Bowen, “It'a cool.”

and Tell roflects the letter of the weck.
“B"

“my graminioe.” It ia decorated with
pictures of Queen Victoria, and we also
find out via a question from Mrs. Dan-
iels that Victoria is Elenu’s middle
name and that her fnmily comes from
Canada.

Gary Ahcm also brings is somothing
that reveals his family background, It's
a medel car he got at General Motors
where his dad works in ive de-

‘This day Allie Shofran has hidden
something brought from home in a spe-
cial **“Me Bucket.” And sho has devel- .
oped clues for hor classmates to guess

bears, “T" mlghL provoke displaying
the tooth they lost.

“I think it's so important,” Roain
says, “Kids think they're bringinga
part of themsclves to school.”

holiday shopping, I thought about how
we can add to this school’s meseage.

what it fe.

“You can Hsten to it,” Allie says.
*It's round and it cames in a case."
Wrong answers include a radio, tape,
seashell and drum, It tums outto baa
CD sho cspecially likes.

In Kim Daniel’s first grade, Julian
Andnmon displays one roller blade nnd

sign. “It's not a toy — it says 8o on the
box,” Gary explains.

Here, too, “They're not supposed to
bring in toys, but somcthing thet re-
flects their intorest or something
they've made,” Mrs. Daniels says.
““I'hey do love it — cach one is as-
s\gncd adoy.”

them d who and what thny are.
Huppy halidays,
Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloomfield
resident, is former managing editor of
the Eccentric Newspopers. You can
{eave her a voice mail message at
(313)953-2047, ext. 1997 or write or fax
a lctter to the cditor in care of thia

newspaper.

Charter schools are parochlald by another Iiame

ensationall Seoopl Zowio! Stop the presses!
Tho astounding, incredible nows Is that ¢
public school district is secking to convert
All'ﬂve of ita buildings to public echool acadomles,
allas “charter schools.”

The unusual development is occurring in Mon-
taljella district, midst the potato farms of Edmore
in Montcalm County.

Why unusual? Because this ia what charfers
wero intendod to he — apeclalized schools within
a public achool system., Michigan has beon misus-
ing the concopt, isauing charters to private end

nuu C
parochiald,

In a paper called “Charter Schools Laws across
the United States” and published by Michigan
State Unlversity’s Institute for Public Policy and
Sy Research, Sandra Vergari and Dr, Michaet
Mintrom assign credit to Ray Budde, a profeasor
of school administration, with bringing forth the

and

charter idea in 1888 in (of il things) an educators’

journal, Thoy add:

“The chartor schools {dea was advanced by Al-
bert Shanker, president of the American Federa-
tion of Teachors, in a 1988 appearance beforo tho
National Press Club, Shanker argued that charter
schools would Incrense “choice within the public
n);oala system without undermining ft." (Ituhcs

g, isn't it? A union president's Idea
being plcked up by Michigan's religious right and
its gafers, Gov. John Engler, Senate majority lead-’
et Dick Posthumua and State Board of Education
president Clark Durant!

In truth, Michigan public school diatricts hava
bwn setting up alternative specialized schools for

an ndmoln 80 Hult thny can sllp amund the .
of :

along, long time. In tho 1920s, my father learned
printing at such a school in Detroit, called Cass
Tech. Suburban districta lika Livonta and Walled
Lake long have had alternitive programa for “laat
chance” studenta who dmpped out earlier for
whatevor reason,

' The unusual featuro of Mnnubelln plan {s that
- tho entiro dlstrict will be compoaed of charter
schoals, Some observers (sco Phil Power's col-
umn) raise an eyebrow at making all five buildings
.charter achools. Whatever tho merits, the idea that
. a public school district is gnlng the chndcr route
ie nswundlng news,
What we usually aro'(mis)treated wln Michi-
gan.s this story from tho Iosco Caunty News Her-
. ald in Oscoda about Pinecrest Academy.

- It seems tho health department shut down Pi-
necrest, a private echool housed, for whatover rea-
son, in Lighthouso Baptist Church. Tho health in-
spector “could not conduct inspections at the

Charter schools question:

ow comes Randy Bos, superintendont of
Montabella Community Schools, who
' "wants to convert all five schools in his
dgy {1,600 atudenta) mid-Michigan district
into charter achools,

Pardon me, but up to now I had thought that
local uhool boards and superintendents were

g d to take ibility and

hllity for what kids learn without having to con-

vert thelr public school districts into chartor

schools, Or am I missing somothing?

Chnrut schools are an experiment in echool
reform that‘authorizes independent schools to
tocelve the same amount of per-pupil funding
that is provided rogular public echools in the
region. There are now about 40 such schools op-
eration in Michigan, with another 20 or 80 au-
“thorized to open noxt yedr. .

The ll\oory |s that chartering some fidopond-
ent achools would broak the monopoly on K-12
educatlon now held by public schools, provoke~
experimentation and provide paronts with
greator school choice, 'm afrald the fact is that
. Iots of folka who are hot for charter schoola
want little moro than to got your and my tax
:nllm to pay for prlvnu schoaling for their
ids,

, Ithink allow of -
chlmr schoolu poses two enormous problems:

Nad b

. l"imumhl mnight. Remember, the per-pupil .

mnt paid Lo chartor schools comes from pubtlic
fax dollars, But boards of charter achoola are
vataly appolnted rather than publicly elect-
How do you gat public mnlght of the ex-
md.uun of public funda?

"‘Rdumttoul standards, With a lot of kids at-
- tnding a bunch of Independent chartar achools,
:,W(h)w know that each kid is getting an
- 8dkacation that's up to standard? The Senate
e adasmant ln wanting todo away with the -
statewl aulum, and 0 Mlchl-

T

owns this newspaper.
mail number is (313) 853-2047, Ext. 1880. e

who’s accountable to whom

gan {s now onoe of only threo states in the nation
with no — none} — minimum standards for
what our kids are supposed to leamn in school.

It's ironic that the scores fot thlu year's rnund

- of MEAP (Michi

Program) tests wore relcased last wcok. In gen-
ernl, they showed that most school districta
have Improved in reading and math over tho
past fow years as teachers began to adjust their
clanses to meat the demands of public testing.”

We regularly publish tho local MEAP test re.
sults, schoo! building by school bullding, in thia
nowspaper. Nothing wo do geta a bigger re-
sponse from our readers, and this kind of in-
tense Intergst translates — uurprlul —into

for achool 1 .

So the pmcen — usdnl what kids learn, '

* publishing those reaults in local newspapers

like this ono and letting proasure to improve
work its way on teachers and school oﬂlch\ll —_
gradually in Improving our schoola,

Ian't that tho kind of responsibility and ac-
countability that we'vé been expocting from the
public schoola all along?

Phil Power is chairman of the company that
Hi Touch-Tone voice

church and therefore could not isaue written ap-
p;ovnl for operating the school,” the paper report-
ed.

It was the second time Pinecrest ran afoul of the
authoritles, Tho state fire marshal shut down its
oporation in Ceoloy Plaza of Baldwin Township.

So what will Pinccrest Academy do now? First,
said administrator Elizabeth Baldwin, “Woe are
golng tomporarily to homo schooling while wo're
working on getting another building.” She and
stafl membors will travel to students’ homea,
though not every day, to teach pareats how to
work with tho materials.

Sccond, the administrator is shopping around
between universities to sco if one will grant it
charter school status in order to get stateo aid, So
‘what wo'ro moat likely to get is yet another private
school in line for a governmont handout.

Week after week, the list of charter abuse storles
grows: Noah Webster, Academy of Detroit, Trival-
ley and a church'a dummy corporation in
Muskegon, and now Pinecrest.

. {t's as if John Engler and pals had their fingera
mucd on Jan. 1, 1995, when they took an oath of
office that began: “I do selomnly swear that Iwill
support the Conatitution of the Unllcd States and
the constitution of this stato. - . They ignoro
the plain | fthe Michi,

"No public monies or property u'bull be appro-
pnntcd ar paid or any publlc cmdlt uhhud by the

or any other sl
agency of the state dlmctly or lndhecﬂyto uld or -
In any pnvntc 1 or other
1l ry, ¢l y or second-

ary school.”

‘The thetoric nbout chmco mmpemlnn, pAmnu\l
and

control, non.f
al dlvemly is window dreszing. The name of the
charter game is tax moncy for privato and sectari-
an schools.

Tim Richard reports on the local implimu‘am of
state and regional cuents.

The Gramd
Opemning of
Westiand’s Newest
Family-~owned

NOSTALGIA STORE
Featuring 50°’s, 60°’s &
7TO’s Paraphanalia

PHOL LY \N OOY
\\QSTALGIA“

» [ Love Lucy

* Elvis

« James Dean

» Little Rascals

* Marllyn Monroe
*Three Stooges

« Betty Boop

* Boxing Memorabillia

PASICHLO

$59800

» Caglno Fun
+Tokens Included

WURLITZER
JUKE BOXES
starting at

$4995%

q ROQ

QUIPN

2 =Tw

*PinBalls e« PoolTables :
*Foos Ball « Alr Hockey :
* Lava Lamps+ Neon Signs
= Complete Bar Units

New and Restored -
» Dart Supplies
» Coke Machines
* 2-in-1 Poker Table
o Clocks & Pictures

VALLEY

BAR ROOM

DART GAME .
WITH CRICKET
Includes 12 darts & extra tips '

PACHINKO '

. +Vidoo Dieplay
«Buiitdn Stand

Jm <
(313) 266-1915

Inslde Wootiand Mall
Next to Winkelman’'s
Warren at Wayne Rd.

$398°° o

Sojal Virani says its fun to shars things
In Laura Rosin's kindergarten, Show

ly brings in a lot of stuffed

As I headed out for somo last minute .

Our gifts to children should also help
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