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Santa has a
merry resume

[Editor's Note: Since this is a tremendously
busy time of year for Santa Claus ke wosn't able
1o write a column, but ka was kind enough to

_share his resume with us.
rofessional Morry Maker, Toy Builder and
Gift Givor. To tho Present Time: Toy
builder and giver. Supervisor of littlo peo-
plo. Proficiont with hand tools, imagination,
ic planning and facial express

Position Desired: Planner of the world's mer-
rieat night of tho year, Decomber 24th, when 1
take it upon mysclf to distribute gifts to people,
young end old throughout the entire world.

Nicknames: I'm known through the world by
many names, among them: St. Nick, Kris
Kringlo, Fathor Christmas, Futher Frost, Santa
Claus,.and my very favorite —— The Jolly Old
Fat Man, Ho-Ho-Ho, It's very hard to keop track

.of all of them, but lot them keep coming.

1y thoso who have not long to live, be thoy young
ior old. It i helpful to me to b fortunate enough
to visit who young children who are suffering
from some terminal diseaso, and to know that 1
holped make their lives a little bettor, witha
smilo or a word. The samo ia true for older folka
that have lived a long lifo and are enjoying tho
sunset of their lives to know that their dream of
visiting with Santa after all the yeara is fin
happening. Santa had to join in the electronic
oge a while back. T n_larmd using a PC to keep

Skilla; Tho ability to talk to anyene. Especiol- .

Ser .

A Farmiington
Hills women
wantato
launch:gpre-
gram that will
give single parentsa place
to g6 and-rebuild their-
Hves with their children,
By DIANE GALE & - N

1f Anne Merrill of Fai ngton
Hills gots Lior way HD.R, Hoart-
land will be a ¢entor for childron
ond/their eingle ‘parentsito hoal
themselves emotionally, = .

“Tt will be for adults and children
who have boen victims of violence
and need a-safo homo away:from
home:and to bogin to hoar thoir
own inner voicon,” Morrill aaid..
“Their lives are just unmanagablo.
They are not successful with, their
relationships with eng another.” !

At Henrtland they'll rocoive di-
roction, suppert, nuturing, job
soorch information, ekill building
and most of all love. The ranch, as
Morrill calls it, is o droam named
for hor fgtber, Harry David Roven
“who taught:me how to teach tho
world to laveX" : :

Intgraction with'nnture, animals
and o grandparenting program will
holp families ropair thoir rifts.
Theyll havo.21 days nt the facility.

Merrill, tho founder and presi-
dent ‘of Henrtland, soea a healing
power in the simplicity of nature.

“Thoso who share that experi-
ence will put some thinga behind
and pase soine boundaries and he
will Tive with a liconse of a higher
order of things in proportion of hiow
ho simplifies his:lifo,” Morrill said
quoting naturalist and writer Hon-
ry David Thoreau. &

Childron who have.boon in abu-
givo familics and who are acting cut
b of it will be the focus.
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‘While volunteers and donations w’ill
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_COMMUNITY LIFE
Heartland offers love to fa

Puppy love: Anne Merrill, with her children Steven a
day, Boomer and Charlie, takea walk on a recent sunny day. Merrill hopes that animals
and nature will help residents repair their lives at Heartland.

bo cssentinl to Heartland, the resi-
dents who live there will also bo en-
couraged to volunteer.

The target oponing date is Au-
gust 1996, however, thoro are many
hurdles to cloar. Merrill hopes to
buy tho land in January, but only

$5,000 of the projected $250,000 for
tho property has beon raised.
Heartland, funded privately and
non-profit, will depend on n serica
of fundraisers scheduled to begin in
Fobruary. Restaurateurs, beauti-
cions and retailers in Wayne ond

* See the Artist in Residence story, Page 24A

nd Helen Safran and their dogs, Fri-
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Oakland countics have pledged sup-
port, said Merrill who is currently-
forming o Heartland staff. .
*We do have doctors and psychia-
trists who hava offored to work pro-
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For Aduits: For Active . |7
. ‘ Older Adults: | -
" Swimming Racquetball © WaterX -
Karate Group sports + "+ Strength training
{_Computers Aeroblcs -~ Aerobles
poits Weights - Arthritis classes
) Gyrhnaggis General fitness*->* ..~ T o
| NuTRIMON cLASSES 'CHOLESTEROL . :
ST 7 CLASSES -
7| Learn new eating Habits.... - Ledrn to lower.your - S
¢ ,| .and lose those hollday pounds - . blood cholesterol level . bt
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WAJOR CHARGE CARDS ACCEFTED 8{313) 691-9244+ COVPUVENARY GIT DOOES W

© " EXTENDED HOUDAY SHOPPING HOURS:
- MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 10-9's SUNDAY 12:6-

PURCHASE -




