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Everything about Hills man’s book
It’s not easy being - EEENPEEIY | SECE
a lefty, author says §

By LARRY O'CONNOR @
STATE.WRITRR :

Joff Goldsmith is pitching a
book ‘about being left-handed inn
right-handed world.

Does that make the Farmington
Hilla reaident & crafty southpaw
or a flaky fellow nicknamed Lef-
ty? Noither, according to the au-
thor. He's not looking for any left-
handed compliments, either.

H Tho book focuses on
obstacles loft-hand-
ars faco in tho kitch-
on, at work, on the
baseball diamond, and
other piaces. -

Enough frivolity baa purround-
od the subject, he said.
Goldamith’s 201-page self pub-
lished book, “Left-Handed in a
Right-Handed World,” takes a
more serioun tone.

Somo would zay almost too pe-
rious. Tho Southfield High gradu-
sto talks of discrimination and
past porsecution. At tho tumn of
the century, a common practics
was tying loft-handers’ visble arm
behind thelr back while they were
made to use tholr right.

Ho relates hia own experienco
as a child, trying.to use right-
handed scissors and becoming
frustrated.

“I've hod eome people say
you're trying to creats sympathy
ar a speclal intorast group,” sald
Goldsmith, 40, who lives in

Strawberry Lane Apartmonts,

“Abgolutely not.” -

He's put s modorate epin on the
topic. Pravious attempts to ad-
dress loRt-handodness has eithor
soundad trivial, or militant.

Ho and other {eft-handers are
in good compan;

y- '
The previous and curront Unit-

od States presidents, Georgo

Bush and Bill Clinton, ere both. .

left-handed.” Michelangelo and

Leonardo da Vinel were loft- ]
banded. So was rock guitarist |

Jimt Hondsix and former Beatlo
Paul McCartnoy. .
Estimates vary as to the per-*
centage of people who aro loft-
handed, anywhero from 10 to 18

peroent. b
“I'd like to seo the question *

asked on the Consus,” said
Goldamith, who'includes a ques.
tionatre in his book. “It might be
20 to 26 percont.”

Ho knows this left-handed
business. . -

His story parallels that of
Simpson's TV <chbaracter Ned
Flanders, who opencd an outlet
eelling left-handed wares in the
Springfiotd mall, Goldsmith, who
opened a. loft-handors’ store in
Scotsdale, Ariz., didn't end up liv-
ing in a statlon wagon like Fland.
cora and hia family did.

Ho did go out of businesa alter
five years. Goldsmith estimates
200 such shops have exiated.

#Most have gons out of busi-.
ness becauss there is not enough
of the useful, practical iters Joft-
handed pooplo renlly need,”
Goldsmith said. “Wo sold too
many T-shists and coffeo mu, "

After ho- closed  his storo in-

Feellng leftout: Jeff Goldsmith pur:ports to tell
standing, equal opportunity and equal rights."”

'1989, Goldsmith returned to'the

Dotroit area, He became s mana-
ger at Kinko's Coples in Birming-
harm where ho worked until 1994,
That spawnod the idea for pub-
1ishing a book. Ho saved enough
money and left hia job to write the
practical laft-hander’s tare.

He found his own cditors or
proofread solf  publishi
rathor than trying to get eomeone
clso to do it

“] didn’t want to be rejected,”
ho sald. “I thought I'd side step
that bureaucracy.

Police won’t take prostitution
lying down; 12 arrested in raid

BY BILL COUTANT
BTAFY WRITER .

Formington Hilla polico, with
the cooperation of a city motel,
are trying to nip prostitution In
the bud. .

Hilla police arrested 12 peoplo
Dec. 16 on charges related _u: 2

what posed as a legitimate set-
vice, sald Hills Lt. Marty Bled-
soe, investigative section com-
mander.

“What they try to do ia legitim-
iz a massago service,” Bledsoe
said, “But it goes well beyond any

massage.”

Hills police mede the arrcats
after undercover offlcers discov-
cred that a man and woman were
running a prostitution ring from
an apartment at tho Spring Valloy
Apartmonts on Halsted st 11
Mile in Farmington Hills.

The oporation had been ad-
vértized in the Detroit Free Pross,
and other newspapers, as A mMas-
sage servico, but turnod out to be
something more.

i Officors nrrosted four women
ahd elght men and cited them on
vhrious charges relating to the
proatitution operation. .
Blodsoo sald the man and wom-

an running the “service” from the
opartment  wore charged  with
proatitution/directing persons to
a place for the purposo of commlt-
ting lowd ects. Another man, who
was collecting money from two
womon “operators” nt the Red

apartment were sct up by a crimt-
nal organization, police said, with
equipment and Inatructions,

The two would dispatch tho
women to meet the men. the
“pick-up man" arranged to collect
tll:u ‘monvcy both nt the motel and
¢! t

Roof Inn, whero were
directod, waa charged with con-
tributing to tho ability to direct
peraons to a place for the purpase
of committing lowd acta. .
Another woman was charged
with taking customera to the mo-

tel, The two women pollce say.

wero engaged in prostitution were
charged with ining a place

¢ ap
Armed with a search warrant
signed by 47th District Judge
Fred Harris, police seized detatled
ledgers and employment records.
from tho operation along with
thousanda of dollars.

The arresta are part of a contin-
ulng ull'o'rt by Hilla police to stop

for the purpose of lowd conduct.
ted, but has
not been charged yet. And three

mon, who police sald wera cus-

tomers, wers charged with loiter-
Ing In & place of IHegal occupa-
tion, .
“Tho management of the Rod
Roof Inn was very helpful,” Bled-

said. “They do not want thia .

800
kind of activity at tholr cstablish-
- munt. They want to have a clean
operation.” .

Onco arrangements were made
for mon to meot women at the mo-
tol, sox was exchanged for.money.
The man and woman .in the

in the city. Hilla po-
lice have ralded health spas inthe
past, and the city has adopted
strict ordinances in tho wako of
raids on the Korcan Health Spa
that resulted in arrests beginning

In 1985, .

“People say this ia n victimlcss
crimo,” Hilla Polica Chief Bill
Dwyer said. “That's nonsense.
Tho prostitutes are tho victima.
“You look at the Tine Biggar mur-
der. Sho became [nvolved in an
oscort service and became a mur-
der victim.”

Those arrested are acheduled to
appoas for hearings on Jan. 22 in
47th District Court.

isin the cards

A

gain this yoar, residents can drop off the
fronts of holiday and other greeting cards

through Jan. 19 at five Farmington-area tocations:”
both city halls, b}olt..l;lla:inchu of the Community

Adult Program will sort and pack thoe cards to be
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“A lot of people think I'm crazy
for doing thia. They say, ‘You lost
a lot of time and money trying to
promote theso iasues before’ . . .
but I felt it was very important.”

Along with solf-publishing,
Goldsmith Is also marketing and
mailing his book. He's appeared
on several redlo talk shows,
though very fow focally. .

Snlea arc plodding aleng.

The book focusoes on obstacles
left-handers face inku‘l.e kltchnx:.

1 “the truth about left-handed people and their battle for respect, under:

"ed'

is left-h
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“I'm not advocating rebuilding
everything for left-handed peo-
ple,” he said. “1 think it’s an edu-
cational issuo. . S
“Tho next atep Is . . , to help
them be loft-handed and develop |
their akills as loft-handers.”
Loft-handers have some advan
tages, too. Studies indicate they
tond to be creative, though some:
what fmpulsive.’ . -
Loft-handers also use thelr
right brain. That lenves =

Leagues. Ho notes that only 12
lef-handed quarterbacks have
started o gamo in tho National
Foathall League.

Left-handers biggest obstacles
. have been in education, he sald.

“The teaching methods are still
designed for right handed peo-
ple,” he said, “As a result, thelr
hendwritlng suffors. It's a lot
harder for left-handed kids to
learn how to writo, and that can
affect tho chlld‘z performance

at work, on tho b
and othor placea,

Goldemith relates how he
wasn't allo to try out for
catcher, third base, shortatop or
sccond base in Little League bo-
cause coaches said no left-hand-
ers had distinguished themselves
In those positions in the Major

Goldsmith to sound o. familiar *~
southpaw refrain,

“Only left-handed people are in
their right minds,” ha said.

“Left-Handed in a Right-Hand- . -
ed World" is $13.95 G copy, plus
$2 shipping and handling. For in-
formation, call 616-3500 or 1-800-
LEFT.

hout school.

His penmanship suffered. Ho
cites difficulty taking notes as a
possible rcason why ho left Michi-
gan State Unlversity, ,

Symetrical desks and spiral
bound notcbooks with ledgers on
tho right sido are only past of the
solution, he said.
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A DREAM COME TRUE

Wo are proud
to introduca o
the Bl Blasa '
Flno Jowaelry
Collection.
Caonfidaent dosigns
that aro the
culmination

of the designers’
droams and

his appreciation

of timeloss qunlity.
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3306 W. MAPLE RD. * BIRMINGRAM
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