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Belore you run
out the door to
buy a mini-satel-
lita dish this hol-
iday senaon, read
this and think
twice, I'm going
to “dish” it out
to you on the
dish.

Being the val-

A gy ue -conscicus
MARY LINDA consumor that
CALDERONE you nro, you'll
probably want to
know first the cost of tho mini-
dish which is approximately $700
to $900. That docsn't include in-
statlotion which will run you an-
other $150 to $200. If you're truly
handy, however, you can pay $50
for a do-it-yourself kit. Cable TV
installation, on the other hand, is
running under $20 at this time.

Sorry to tell you but your ex-
penses don't cng tith the pur-

N CABLE

tom of the dish will make tho ple-
turo look better and the sound
will bo improved but the catch ia
in the “up to” 175 channels.

They don’t have 176 channels
on the system yet. The truth of
the matter is mini-dishea carry

Dis’ing on the (satellite) dish;
able TV can offer much more

‘That meana you alao won't get
local aporta coverage on the local
affiliates. And, sports fans
bowaro, some mini-dishes don’t
carry PASS. With the mini-dish
you'd also bo misslng all of your
}gcnl access channels, like our

about 70 ch d to 54
on your cable service. Gueas what
the other channela on the mini-
dish are composed of? Somo aro
strictly audio channels which do
air compact-disc quality audie
programming and play without
interruption. .

But you can get that on cabla
too — it's called DMX. The ma-
jority of the other channels are
pay-per-view channels. Herein
lics the real advantage of the

ini-dish, more pay-per-vi
chonnels. Anyway, many cable
systems, including Time Warner
in our communities, will bo up-
grading to fiber optics. According
to Dan Dinsmore, Time Warnor
Marketing M *“This will

chase of
and installation. As with cable
TV, all programming must be
purchased on v subsert
tion basis, Comparatively speak-
ing, basic cable monthly sub-
scription rates are $5 to $10 lower.
I sure hope everyone in your
houschold likes watching the
same show. The mini-dish can
only be connected directly to ane
recelver, meaning you get recep-
tion on only one television. Or for
2 $500 to $800 equipment fee you
can connect an additional TV, On
the other hand, extra outlets for
cable TV cost under $20 to inatall
and there is no monthly fee.
You'll hear all this hype about
mini-dishes offering superior vi-
deo'and audio quality of up to 175
channels. Yes, the all digital sys-

mean added channel capacity,
clearer plctures with greater rolia-
bility and even interactive ser-
vices such as video games and li-
braries of information right at
your fingertipa.”

By the fall of 1996, subsacribers
will see the completion of a fiber
optic system in Farmington, Novi
and Farmington Hills.

1f you're 8til) set on running out
and buying the mini-dish, I sure
hope you wan't misa watching tho
local news on your broadcast affi-
listes (CBS, NBC, FOX and
ABC) because federal regutations
prohibit satellite program services
from carrying broadcast-network
affiliates' programming into arcas
already serviced by local TV
channels.

i Bullotin Board,
Channel 3, City of Farmington/
Farmington Hills Channel 8, Ed-
ucational Accoss-Channel 10, the
City of Novi-Channel 13 end
INFO TV-12-Community Access.

You can always hold on to your
TV antenna or subscribe to basle
cable TV acrvice, But, aren't wo
right back whero wo started from?

‘Whilo the mini-dish docs truly
give excellent video and audio
quality, it's not perfect. Hoavy
winda and storms can blow the
dish out of tune, causing the plc-
ture to freezofrume or go out com-
pletely far a few minutes at a
time. After your one-year warran-
ty, service ien't freo cither, With
cable TV (if the picture geta fuzzy
or tho box goes bad) there is no
charge for normal servico and ro-
pair.

Last, but not least, check with
our municipality. Some citics re-
quire permits to put up o dish
nnd other cities are in the proceaa
of revising ordinances.

1 guess I've put the “dis” on the
dish. Anyway what good is a dish
if you can't cat out of it?

The next SWOCC meeting is
Jan. 9 at 4:30 p.m. in Farmington
City Hall. The next CAC meeting
is Jan. 9 at 7 p.m. in SWOCC off-
ice.

Mory Linda Calderone is the
C ity Outreach Coordiy

for the Southwestern Oaklond
‘able Commission.

Last Minute Christmas Special
All T 1T
North River %
and Knights
Polar Fleece
Pullovers
30% OFF
“Reg, *49" 10 %42%
i Open
“Thurs & Fri til 9pm
. Sat 10-7
Christmas Eve 12-5
M
) 120 E. Main
Spoclalists in the Artful Pursult Downtown Northville
of Fish and Fowl 810-349-3677
GUARANTEED LOWEST
'PRICES OF THE YEARI
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A8 Déamond & Gensions Jewsy learnce Prcod Mundreds 1o chioacs from
¥ Custom Rings & Remounis Our Speciaty :
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n Associaté In Ants degree from Schooleraft
College can take you any place you want to go

because it's ransferable to any four-year state
university and prepares you for the job you
want. 5o why pay $125 per credit hour when
you only pay $48 per credit hour for the same
classes at Schooleralt College?

riment Store with Hallmark Cards"
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Pulrfia —Notias

The Bon Ton cSﬂo/z/ze wtll be closed on ‘
Chnistmas Eve, aSwzday, December 24!/1, and k
Christmas %ay, dl/fonc[a‘y, Dseamgr:'_z 25_tﬂ, to’
celebnate the binth o/[ guu.i Christ, our Savlon.

The 4taff of Bon Ton .’j‘/z,o/x/zs inuites you to
Jjoin them and thein fami[;'u to make this a most
goyoui a’*fo[izféy.

To help you wrap up your Christmas Shopping, our whole staff will be
anxious to assist you through 9 p.m, on Saturday, December 23rd.
A gift from Bon Ton Shoppe is surely to be appreciated.

c/V(auy Chuistmas

Bon Sl Mgpe

PROSPECT HILL
(Kroger Shopping 7

Mlllgrgv:é. Neor
Summitst.

BRIGHTON LIVONIA
BRIGHTON MALL NEWBURGH
Grand Rivor &t [-88 PLAZA
Slix milo at

Nawburgh

DOWNTOWN

FARMINGTON

Gmnd River at
Farmington
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Phone-In Registration

December 21, 22, 23, 27, 28, 29, Janvary 3, 4

Weekdays
Saturdays

walk-In Registration

Livonta Campus - McDoiwell Center

January 3& 4.

Call 313/462-4426

Schoolcsaft College will be closed
December 25 - January 2, but your Lo
phone call wilt be returned.

Schoolcraft College bas two
conventent locations. The Livonia
campus is located behween Six
and Seven Milo Roads fust west of
1-275. Schooleraft Collega - K
Radcliff tn Garden Cuty is located ~
Just sorith of Ford Road between - [
-, Wayne and Merriman

i

Sam -7 pm
5am- 3 pm

9am-7 pm
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