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t ombraces today’s culture
with its fast-paced styls, con-
temporary muslc, casual sat.
ting and communication media.
And sinco making [ts debut at
Northbrook Presbyterian Church
in September, this newly devel-
oped worship service has been an
immediate success. “I think it
has awakened some elooping apir-
its,” said tho Rev. Dr. R, Bruce
Meyor, who notleed an incroase of
100 individuals at tho first ser.
vico. "You can feel the anowball
cffect rolling.”

The contemporary service re. -

placed one of twa traditional sor-
vices offerod at the Beverly Hills
church on Sunday momings. Tho
worship team designed the format

and mlme to interpret tho Chris-
tian faith.

“Because it's & creativo process,
Yau need people to bouncoe things
off of,” said Sherrlli Holnrichs, &
Boverly Hills resldent. “Wa're al-
woya looking for now ideas, and
wo get them from everywhere,”

To formulate their own pro-
gram, members of tho Northbrook
worship team visited contémpo-
rary services, attonded workshope
and seminars and read books on
the rolatively new concopt in wor-
ship, And though the principle el-
omonts of the new servico remain
constant, the format contloues to
ovolve,

“People come eovery Sunday
morning saying, ‘I wonder what's
going to happen this woek,’ " sald

b .

to be scnsitive to the unaffiliated,
while still including tho five ma-
jor eloments of the llturgy de-
acribed in the Presbyterian
Church's "Directory for Wor-
ship.”

“1t evolved out of tho congrega-
tion and staff coming to grips
with who wo aro today, and want-
Ing to meet the needs of our cul-
ture,” sald Meyer, who leads the
worship at both services, “Wo're
revitalizing our own church fami-
1y, but we're aloo belng inclusive
and reaching out to those who
wouldn't fes! comfortable coming
to o traditional service.”

Moro than & dozen individuals
work continuoualy to plan the in-
formal servicos — which draw on
drama, art, role playing, videoo

—
Muchl tolla a
story obout the
Christmas pro-
gram st a nur-
sory school. As
they wero leav-
ing, the teachers
made suro that
cach child hod
collocted tho
gifts thoy had
made for their
parents. Walking
out of tho building, one little boy
lost . hls grip on the carefully
wrapped present ke was canying.
With a definito coramic sound, it
shattered all over the tilo floor.
The child immediately began to
sob as though his heart would
break. His dad, trylng to comfort
him, said somsthing like, “It's
OK. It docsn't matter” This
didn't help. The mother bent
down to him and said, “Gh, yes, it
does. It mattera a lot.” Then she

held the boy while ho cried.
Muehl told this story to mako a
theological point. The point is

FOCUS ON

PASTOR
RONALD P. BYARS

ho with the
worship team every Thursday
night. “It's fun to have that little
surpriss thore, It provides a lot of
thought for conversation.”
Every step of the new eervice is
explalned in simplo, everyday lan- .
guags, which appeals to llw!.b ‘thg

an 3
alike. Children and yeuth are en-
couraged to participste in the firat
two sogmonts of the five-segment
service before breaking awny for
educational programs.

Holnrichs has been a momber
of Northbrook Presbyterian
Church for 15 years and currently
sorves as director of Church Edu-
cation Minlstries. She sces the
cantemporary service as a step in
tha right direction,

“Wo'ro not taking anything

strength to be found in holy presence

Who makes no distinction be-
tween tho efforta of Adolf Hitler
and those of Mother Thercsa?

that sometimes thore are no
words that can “fix" & broken sit-
uation, or make {t leas palnful.
Tho only thing that can be done
for someone who is hurting is to
git with them and, in ene way or
another, hold them In their griof.
This, of course, is what Christ.
mas, Good Friday end Easter are
all about. Christion theology af-
firms that God has come to be
with us In this world, where im-
kpnrumt things very often got bro-
on.

‘The blg question for us is not
just, “Is there a God?" The bigger
question is, “If there 1 a God,
what kind of God?” I can think of
Gods whom I would prefer not to
exdst. It would be no comfort to
mo to believe in the existonco of
God who was entirely indifforent
to the world, It would be no con-
solation to believe In the exis.
tence of a God who watched our
human atruggles like somo kind
of heavenly voyeur, simply for en-
tertainment'a sake. Who wants to
believe in the existonco of a God
who cares nothing for justice?

.
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Upbeat worshlp: Contemporary music plays a major role
in Northbrook Presbyterian Church’s new service format.

away, wo're adding something the contomporary ons.

now,” sho said. “There's a place *~  Ho says that members who pre-
for you nt Northbrook wh fer traditional church hymna tend
you are in your faith journey.” to gravitato to the 11 e.m. service,

As diroctor of Music Minlstries,
Dan Bronor divides his timo be-
tween tho calm and peaceful sot-
ting of the traditional sorvice and
the casual, upbeat atmosphere of

With respect to such a God, 1
must be an atheist.
It seema commonplace among

people of every religious back-

ground to picture God s an all-
powerful forca whose job it {a to
“'fix” what’s gone wrong. The Bib-
Neal point of view does not rule

out such an imago of Gad. In fact,
Christians and Jows sharo the ex-

pectation that, in good time, the
Mesaiah will appear to “fix” the
broken world and sct it right. In
that day, according to the prophet
Isaigh, ‘“They shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning books; nation
ghall not life up sword agalnst na-
tion, neither shall thoy learn war
any more.” Jewish poople wait for
the coming of the Messiah; Chris-
tians wait for his coming again.
Thoy have in common the convic-
tion that God is not indifferent.
God sces the afflictions of the
world, and will comoe to mend and
heal the whole creation.

COMMUNITY MESSENGER

M fon-

tures spilitual announcements
Involving Oaldand County relig-
lous institutions, Write: Commu-
nity Messenger, 8ellefs & Values
Editor, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 805 E. Maple, Blr-
mingham, Mt 48009. Our fex

d also will vislt homes
for the elderly and schools durlng
tho holiday season. A skit and
traveling olive press factory al-
lowa children sce how lamp oll
was made In ancient times, A mo-
bilo filled with menoraha, candles
and gifts for children will travel,

numberis (810) 644-1314. throughout the community.
B YOLUNTEERS RALLY B NEW PASTOR
The Jewish Federation of Met- Georgs Portico was installed as
ropolitan Detroit based in the new senlar pastor and head of
Bloomfleld Hills saya moro than | staff at Univeraity Presbyterian
600 voluntoers from the Jewish Church, 1385 S, Adams Road, -
community will team up for Vol- | Rochoster Hills, He Joins the
unteer Extravaganza on Doc. 25. | church from the Long Island
Volunteer on Presbytary of New York.
ables employees of aroa agencles University Presbyterian offors
o spend Christmas Day with two Sunday services, 9 and 10:30

their familisa while volunteors
tako over their work ot Motro Do-
troit nhelters, hospitals, homes for
the olderly and othor agencles.

The annual volunteet outing 1a
sponsored by the Jowish Federa-
tion and Its Young Adult Divi-
slon, Business and Professional
Women, Women's Division and
Community Outreach and In-
volvement Deparimant.

Agencies that need voluntoers
on Christmas Day should call Su-

at the Jewish Foder-

;- senLeangnas
.. atlon by Dec. 22: {810) 6424200,

ext. 142,

3 HANUKKAH CRLEBRATION
Yealivas Menachem Mondel

2 . Lubavitch, a rabblnical college In

Oak Park, hosts a Hanukkah cel-
. ebration, “Lat Thore Be Lzlfl}t.t
y A

a.m., with Sunday echool during
cach service. Nursery and toddler
caro {8 available, In addition to
regular sorvices, there willbe -
candlelight services at 7 and 10
p.m. Sunday, Doc. 24. The chll-
dren's cholr Is featured at 7 p.m.;
the chance) cholr, bell cholrand a

rmany other activities ore also
svailable to further faith and fol-
lowship. For more Information
call 848-1760.

B NORTH FARMINGYON
CORBAUNITY CHURCH
North Farmington Community
Church, 32500 W. 13 Mile, be-
twoon Farmington and Orchard
Lake ronds, has services at 10
a.m. overy Sunday. Religious edu-
catlon for children sixth grade
and younger, as woll a8 nursery
cars, aro provided during eervices.
Various activities and small
group meetings'are held during
the weok. Everyone is welcome,
For more information, call 826-

N
Unlversalist Uniterian Church of
Farmington has Sunday eecrvices
and Sunday school at 8 a.m. and
11 a.m, Sunday, Dec. 24 willba a

where tunes are played on a pipo
organ and sung by a chancel
choir,

Thoss wishing to participato in
the slnging of modern music are

In the meantime, why doesn't
God “fix” people’s cancer? Why
doesn't God “fix" Bosnla, Nigeria,
Northern Iroland? Why doesn’t
God “fix” the conflict between In-
raelis and Palestinians? Why
doean’t God “fix” the problems of
the homeless? Or “fix” the des-
perato sltuntion of the person
guddenly ‘“downsized?” Chris.
tians and Jews agroo that God is
somohow working along with us
as wo all struggla to “fix” what'a
como apart. Still, we know from

leeping spirits

attracted to the ©:30 &.m. sarvics,

s

degren rom Laulaville
:

whero upbeat praise are
led by a digital plano end an elec-

o gultar.

“Praise choruses have & stylo
that s more in tuze to todsy,”
satd Brooor, a Beverly Hills key-
boardist who joined the church
,hﬂ' sight months

cat Seminary in Chicago.

ago. “They'ro .
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an, X,
tucky and a Doctor of Ministzy?s s

degroe

ic and aimple,
and they have a more contempo-
rary focl. People can learn them
quickly and get Into them.”

While Northbrook's traditional
servico continues to maintain fts
average of 220 members, the con-
temporary sorvice is now drawing
up to 250 individuala cach week
— 80 of which are now faces in
the crowd.

Though members of the 35-
year-old congregation have diffor-
ent worship preferonces, they
share o senso of onencss each
wook whon they mingle over coffes
and rolls In the fellowship hall
between services, Their unity is
intensified as they carry thelr
faith to the community through o
myrind of mission and service
programs.

The congregation at tho Qak-
land County church may be large,
but It Is also closo-knit. Meyer
helps maintain tho family-orient.
¢ed atmoaphere by making himsclf
available to those atruggling with
their faith.

The con of & minister, Moyer
carned a bachelor's degreo in hia-
tory from Carroll Collego in his
home stato of Wisconsin, Hoe later
comploted & Master's of Divinity

experience that not everything
gots “fixed” — or at least, it
doesn’t get “fixed” fast enough.
The message of Christmas is
not so much ahout angels, shep-
hords and romaskeble stars as it
18 about the God who bends down
to bo with us and cven hold us
when things become broken. This
God does not console us by brush-
ing eside our disappointments as
though thoy were of no conse-
quence, Thia is & God who docs
nat megically “fix” things — wo

wife, Barbara, have four grown
children: Todd, Kristen, Thoma
and Michael.

Meyer did not essumo his
' fourth pastoral role at Northbrook

18 months ago with the intentio
of starting an alternative worship
service.

Bu't l.h;mugh a lcadnnl‘ﬂp"c'lzu—

he workod with the congregation

to ready thom for the future, Abd
the reaponso ex expecta- ;
tion.

“It's the hlﬁ\:lt success that I

can Jook to in my mintatry,” said? s
Moyer, of the contemporary ser-

vice. “And it's being divinely lod.
Our God Is leading us into the

noxt contury.” .

Northbrook Prubytcrinn’
Church, at the corner of Lahser

and 14 Mile Rogds in Beverly,

Hills, offers @ contemporary wor-

ship service at 9:30 am. and a-

traditional service at 11:00 am.
For more information, contact the
church office at (810)642-0200.

don't know why. This is a God
who takes our tdhbulations seri-
ously cnough to weep with us and

share the burden. Until the con-. ™

summation of history, when tha
creation itself will bo healed,
thero is strength
this holy preaence.

Ronald P. Byars, Ph.D., is pas:

tor of First Presbyterian Church of
m, To leave a voicemail

Birmingha
message, dial (313) 953-2047, Ext,
1851, from a Touch-Tone phone.

We

kids wished

squeezé it.
Peel it, Eat it.
In the 1800

There's always
something fun fo do
at Henry Ford Museum
& Greenfield Village

New! Clockwork:
American Time &
Timepleces

Interactive clements and timepieces
spanning four centuries allow you to
discover how clocks tick, how they
have evolved and how time affects
our daily life.

The Motown Sound:

The Musio & The Story
Learn Motown dance steps, try

your “ear” at mixing 2 Motown hit,
even become a '60s deejay at this
multi-media exhibition produced

in coltaboration with the Motown
Historical Museum. And for the rest
of the story, visit Hitsville USA. in
Detroit.

Buy your 1996 Annual
Ticket nowandsavel! I
Purchase an Annual Ticket now before:,
the prices change in the new year for _
just $25 per adult, $12.60 per child,
You'll enjoy a full year of unlimited -
adventures, exciting exhibitions and
fun-filled special events.
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Christmean Evo service at 7:30
;l;l‘x‘)g quartet 1 featured at 10 "'&T}“’% "whbe ';:'lm°$l;s%l
- services. 6 chiurch IS ai
For information, call (810) 875 - Halated, ono-half mile north of
: Grand River.
03000 | m o sommrunsmaan
The winter scheduls for Farming- CHURCH -
ton Hills Church of God, 26717 St. John Lutheran Church, 23225
Pawer Road, between 10 Mileand | Glll Road, has worship services
11 Mils roads, includes Sunday | nglll;ﬂy wmmunsion at B:gD am.
. and any a.m, every Sundey. Sun- . . s . .
fhf: R?if:?;? :l \31?1::1‘; ge“r:e::g | day school clasees are avallable the holidaya was a special treat, mechanical toys were all the rage and
11 an. For more Information, call ﬁ}’.ﬁ:".‘.’.‘; :‘:ﬁn:‘l::g s 9.%‘2; omaments were hand-made. Its all part of Traditions of the Seacon.
. : A luporvi:eyd nursery is provid: You'lt see one of Michigan's largest Christmas trees, model trains and a
ed during worship and Sunday . ) Mok, L oL N
B NORTH Wﬂm Sehook. A plny raup for v .gmgerbm(‘l \1Illuge. Meke tops and ‘Eruoy
North Congregationia) Church, and thel preschool childron Nosh Webster's New Year's party and more! : .
3652012 Mile Road wastof . . | meets st 10 am. Wednesdays. R -
g ] unday services Call 474-0884 for mors informa- Call(318) &71:1820 * Open § am -  pan dafly « Clowsd Christmas Dey
| 10:80 e’ Sunday school and ™ | Mon. - ; :
. : W L3 — ‘_...‘__4,7,\ ——me e
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