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Growth

Better news on

heerful holidny news comes to the sub-
urbs of metro Detroit packaged by the
job and population forccasters of the

t Michigan Council of Gover t
After two decades of stagnant population
changes and o loss of manufacturing jobs,
things are looking up, literally, from now to

G

T

' 2020.

the job front

nance are projected for healthy increases.

Significantly, the percentago of working-
age adults holding jobs will increase from 81
percent in 1990 to 88 percent in 2020.

In the population charts, Livonia is likely to
dip below the 100,000 mark, and Southficld
below 75,000, though that'a dua mostly to
shrinking family size. Westlund, Canton,

SEMCOG's regiona!l devel fe

" now circulnting ta cities and townships, shows

“n positive economic future” — an 18 percent
growth in jobs und a 13 percent growth in pop-
ulation in tho quarter-century ahead.

Job growth will be particularly strong in
suburban Wayne County (18.3 percent), Onk-
Iand County (29.7 percent) and Livingston
County (83.2 percent).

Among the top 10 job growth communities
will be Canton Township (119 percent),

Far Hills and Troy will continue to
sec more faces, os will northern Oakland com-
munities.

The nature of public services will change.
Houscholds with children will- decline & per-
cent by 2020. Better heaith care will mean
more older folks, particularly in the 85-and-up
category. Elementary schools will be convert-
ed into senior citizen centers,

Builders of houses and apartments should -
continue to prosper as population rises and

Rochester Hills (100.5 percent), Bl ficld
Tawnship (36 percent), Novi (67.1 percent),
Troy (19.6 percent) and Livonia (18.4 percent).
Sad to say, Detroit is projected to continue
losing jobs, and manufacturing will decline —
no surprise there. But services, retail and fi-

g hold size shrinks from 3.49 per-
sons in 1960 to 2.66 todny to 2.47 in 2020,
Now if we can refrain from paving over too
many farmfields and slicing up too many
lakes with powerboats, we may have a nice
cnvironment in which to enjoy our prosperity.

Best of 1995: it’s turning to 96

The winds of change are blowing — howling?
— through Michigan. But will change be im-
provement or deterioration for the auburbs in
metro Detroit. Answer: both,

Republicans this year took control of both
chambers of the Legislature for the first time
since Gov, George Romney’s ern, but they
weren't Romney Republicans. Their agenda
was worked out in closed-caucus retreats fueled
by ideology rather than knowledge, experience
and publicjnput. That's the chief reason why
it's difficult to predict the results of their

changes.

Bad: roads, schools

Our state and local roads and bridges are an
embarrassment. It looked as if there might be
movement toward a fuel tax increase in fall.
But talks broke down over the issue of whether
the state should get the lion's share of any new
money.
‘Whe's at fault? Anyone with eyes and a sen-

. sitive spine knows both state and local roads
* need help. Gov. John Engler’s position that the

state roads should be favored is based more on
tax-cutting ideology than the public good. We
remind the governor and Transportation chief
Pat Nowak that n smaller fuel tax hike, enact-
ed five years ago, would have been sufficient.
Instend, it looks as if more road deterioration is
in store for 1996. .

After Engler, lawmakers, educators and vot-
ers performed heroically in 1994 to fix public
school funding, Lansing took the low road in
1995, Fortunately, Engler’s goal of ripping up
the School Code and opening up the floodgates
for state aid to charter (private) schools was
tripped up in the House, but not entirely de-
rail

Public schools are getting better. People like
them; neighborheod schools are more popular *
than ever. Only hard-core, private school
zealots on the State Board of Education and the
Senate Educati itteo aro continuing to
‘push for lower curriculum standards, lower
teacher certification standards, seg jonist

but the worst may be over,

The Legislature spoke with forked tongue on
the issue of crime. It stayed up at night to con-
coct new ing, j il ishment, li-
cense-lifting punishments. But it barely kept
up State Police strength, and it actually hurt

Back to the future: Merlin the Magician, above, Ixelti forth during last year’s First
Night festivities in Birmingham. The successful, family-oriented program for.
ringing in the new year will be held again this New Year’s Eve. .
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Terrific teacher -

ur terrific teacher, Mrs. Willioms,

born on April 24, 1962, started teach-

ing when she was 23 years old. She
tanght at Warner Middle School for two years
and then she went to Becchview for 10 years,

She went to.U of M and studied education.

She got her master of arts in teaching at Onk-
land University and her bachelor of arts at

law cnforcement by cutting local r h:
ing. And lawmakers are squeamish about
adding more prisan beds, which have tripled in
a dozen years,

Lawmakers cut arts and cultural funding 26
percent this year. Then they cut several state
taxes. Now they are moving to thrust the duty
of preserving our heritege onto the counties
through more property taxes. We sce through
this sham.

The jury is out on whether Engler wes right

| the Headquarters Building everyday for three

Each year wo have outstanding volunteers,
and this year is no exception. First, we want
to thank Bob Chappell of Farmington, who
served os our warchouse manager. Bob was at

weeks directing operations,
Second, wo appreciate the time and talentof
Frank Grady, of Farmington Hills, for his great "
work on our “All Community Mailing,” for tal- '
ing pictures of the various events, and goings on.,
Third, is our ever-faithful Lisa Ellis, a

Y 0

Mrs. Willinms loves the art of teaching but
dislikes the ever-increasing paperwork. She is
interesting and good at explaining things. She
wants to get to know and lave kids better. She

- loves to teach reading and writing. She also

likes to teach herself to write better.

She substitute taught for two years for the
following communitiea: Rochester, Pontiae,
Lake Orion and Clarkston. She taught all
gradea nt these communitics. Her main career

to aplit off a new Department of E
Quality from the Department of Natural Re-
sources. Their missions are related. Unfortu-
nately, DEQ answers directly to the governor
with little public input whereas DNR has n
commission. With his abrupt cxecutive order
splitting up DNR, Engler provided little public
education and no public debate on the question
of whether our air, Iand and water will bo bet-
ter protected or not by DEQ. His style is abom-
" inable.

Now the good

The state will junk the shady practice of al-
loting nid to local units on the basis of “relative
tax effort,” a procedure that rewards high local
taxes and punishes low local taxes, Kudos to
Engler if it sticks.

Our leaders hiked aid to public schools, com-
munity colleges and universities 2.7 to 3-plus
percent, It’s not much, but in an era of low in-
flation with many other demands on the bud-
get, it shows a littlo regpect for public
education,

Engler and GOP lawmakers jammed
through their welfare reform plan in a month.
1t’s hard to say that those affected understand
how tho new system will work.

But lly, Michigan's new welfare

schoice™ schools and a thinly-disguised evangel-
ical mantra called “parents rights.”

In the same way Vienna in 1629 halted
Suleiman's Turkish inveders at the gates, pub-
lic education in 1895 was wounded and threat-
ened but survived. There will be more fights,

system makes sense. No longer will aid be
doled out as an “entitlement,” a syatem which
1 1od P d carel

PP Y P an
child-rearing. The new system calls for a con-
tract — albeit required by government - for
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tho needy to plan steps to get out of poverty.
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That's the most
Important
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the economy.
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_prove through
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o Hills

is hing fifth grade at Beechview Elemen-

tary.

‘When Mrs, Williams retires, she wants to
become a mom of four children. In her spare
timo, she wants to write children’s books, teach
herself how to play instruments of all kinds
and travel worldwide, especially to Isracl.

Danny Snyder and
Steve Denton, 5th grade,
Boechviow Elementary

Elves are thanked

he 1995 Goodfellowa year is coming ton.
. close, nndnurp}odgoaf'NoC'nildorSeninr
without a Christmas® has been completed.
1t all happened because of the great volun-
teers (Elves) wo had helping us this year, The
greater Farmington Arca is truly blessed with
peoplo who want to help others. |

The economy was botter this year, and the
numbers were down, but still thero are many
familics and seniors in our community that
need help, Wo delivered packages and gift cer-
tificates to 230 familics and 161 seniors.

‘Wo want to thank many people agnin this
year, especially tho folks that helped us sort can
goods, pack toys, makae out gift certificates, deliver
the packages, send out thank-you's, and of course

_ those who mnde donationa of food, toys, and mon-
ey through our “All Community Mailing.”

There are 15 standing committees to do the

. work needed to completo our mission, with more
than 130 people involved. We can always use
more help, so if you would liko to holp us next
year call the Chamber of Commerco todny (474-
3440) and get on our mailing list for next year.

Far T t, who takes care of our
correspondence. This is a big job as it includes
letters to all committec workers, and the vast |
number of Thank-You's we send aut each year
to those who donate toys, food and money to
our organization. We get many cards and let-
ters from recipients each year thanking cvery-
one who helped make their Christmas a happy
one. Some of the notes we get tell of situations
and problems which most people can't imag-
ine. But for the Elves it makes the time and
cffort worth while.

All of us on the board of directors want ta ex-
tend our most heartfelt thanks, to all those who
helped this year. We hope you enjoyed what you
did and will consider helping again next year.

‘We trust you had a wonderful holiday and
that the new year will be good to you. 1

. Richard L. Tupper
1 chaf
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Where was photo?

sa of North Cong ional

Church, so aptly described in a recent

article as the “perfect Christmas-card '
picture,” I was disappointed that there was no
photograph and, indeed, that the article was

hat lost in the popor.

Recognizing that a religious facility is moro
than a beautiful building, North Congrega-
tional Church, its pastor, ataff and members,
has a long history of community involvement.

In additfon to ail of the commitmonts listed
in the articlo, North Congregational Church
also housed and financinlly supported tho Ec-
umenical Inatituto for Jewish-Christian Stud-
ica, provided space for other fledgling religious -

groups, and opened itd'doors to AA, Al-Anon, ;]

and other organizationam

In the months and years ahead I hope the
community, will become more familiar with &
North Congregational Church and know thoy
are welcomo there not only on Sunday morn- =
ings but throughout the week,

Barbara G, Yuhas, Farmington Hills
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independent from the stories and

Journalists cnd as caring citizens of lhg commaunitics

they cover, pi
sensational and then dashing off to cover something else. We regard ourselves as both accurate *

in to write the unusual or

where we work.” .
. 74l o == Philip Power. .. .




