'28(F)

The Observer/THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1885

Theater from page 1B

Another member of the Green-
field group, Lindsay Dates, 11,
also wasn't familiar with the
show's atar, but she did know the
musical, She’s been singing the
“Joseph" songs ever nince she was
five and watched her older sister
perform the role of the narrator in
o school production of the show.

“I can’t believe 1 now have a
chance of being in my favorite
play, especially since 1 love |Ing
ing and I love being on stage,”
Lindsay said.

‘The Greenfield graup is teamed
with Abbott Middle Schoal, and
the many hours the choirs have
spent together in rehearsals and
on stage have resulted in new
friendships. “This ia one of the
best things about being in
*Joseph,’ " Mike MacCellum said.

This combined group, which (s

called she “Iais Choir,” had tho
apportunity to sing on television
at the Thanksgiving Day Parade
in Detroit.

“We really aro getting the op-
portunity for many new experi-
ences,” said Mike Haber, 13, a
member of the Abbott Middle
School choir.

According to Mike, who is an
cxpericnced singer and was a
member of the Oakland Singers
for four years, the music and
songs are the best thing about
beingin “Joseph.”

*The music is lively, clectrify-
ing and challenging. And it's fun
to do, even though some of the
notes aro hard to sing.” he said.

Another member of the Abbott
choir, Michelle Wilds, 13, finds
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tho hardest part of belng in the
production [s that there is *'lota of
etuff to remember.”

“We have many difforent move-
ments, and sometimea I gt nor-
vous and [ worry that I'm going to
goof up everything,” she added.

Rita Jury, Abbott’s choral di-
rector, knows that Mike and Mi.
chelle, as well as the other cholr
members, need not worry about
making mistakes.

“Each_of theso talented kids

said. “And they are all strongly
fnvolved In the performing arts
curriculum at school.”

Adam Wilmers, 10, The Roepe!
Schoa, is thrilled to be in “Jn-
soph” because he plans s careor
a3 a stage profesaional. Although,
according to him, he ﬂndn beln; n

overy chance I got. It'n boen really
goo? to meet ths singer behind
the volce on my CD," Adam said.

Another momber of the Roeper
group, whose director la Janlce
Halnes, is Jessica Franz, 14, She
h nndlng thia whala expericnce,

the do of hours

cast member of this
harder that he evor expocted, Lh
hes not dampened the fun ke lx
having.

“I've become addicted to the

spont in rehearaal, both very ex-
citing and vory tiring.

“I'm am either giving a per-
formance, or trying to keopaup

“Thare husn't bccn much time fnr
anything olee.” - . "

All the chorus members lnm-‘
.viewod aald that they have hed t4
put many things, Including
sports, school activitles and
friends, on hold bocauns of the
enormous commitment of time
and energy that “Joseph™ re:
quirca. However, this has not
drawn one complaint. Each and
every ono of them agreed this has
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shines, They have the energy and

muslc, and I listen to my ‘Joseph’
ability to do a fabulous job. she C
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with my studics, ospecially biolo-
gy, or sleeping,” Jessica nald.
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