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MOVIES,

It probably
sounded great on
paper: take four
ot young writer/
diractors, give
them each
minutes of
scrcon  time to
fill, check them
into a Hollywood
hotel on Now
Year's Eve, then

e —————
TICKETS
PLEAS!

JOHN

MONAGHAN let thom run
wild.
The Iting “Four Rooms” la
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hardly worth a visit. Though full
oll' strange mun:.lgn'u A.nd n fow

W . REVIEW

pointless, it's a far sight better
than the sscond sequence, where
Ted becomes an unwitting player
in a poychodrama between a gang-
ster and his bound.and-gagged
wifo. Ted's nccused of all sorta of
things as he tries to inch hio way
toward the door,

The director this time is Alex-
andro Rockwall, who ahows the
eamo seclf-consclous goofincss
that made hia art house entry “In
the Soup” such a disappolnt.

sequences as Ted, a British boll.
boy stuck on desk duty alone. The
hotel, a favorite of movie stam
during Hollywood's galden ago,
hasn't changed its amblence
much: tho beliboy still wears a
brocaded uniform and pillbox hat
whilo the rooms range from
baroque to retro modern.

In tho first bit, dirocted by
“Gaa, Food, Lodging’a” Allizon
Anders, a coven of witches (in.
cluding Madonna and Iono Skye}
enlista Ted's help to provide o
missing ingredient, sperm, for
their smokey couldron. The bell-
boy, after somo initial hesitation,
is more than happy to comply.

Woeird to be sure, the segment
lets us know off the bat that
“Four Rooms" is as far from Nell
Simon’s “Plaza Suite” as you can
poasibly get.

And while it comes off fairly

the ment.
range from mildly ing to Only “Dx do’s" Robert Ro-
downright embarassing. driquez leaves theso rooms with
Tim Roth links those his reputation intact. Hia contri-

bution, “The Mishehavers,”
opena with Antonia Banderas as a
tuxedo-clad Latin lover out for a
night on the town. Ho leavea his
two young children, a boy and a
girl, In the handa of & reluctant

Ted.

The bellboy tries bribing, cajol-
ing, threatening, and finally ig-
noring ua& kids, who get into overy

{ t hlaf

o
Claver editing and playful
snatches of music by Esquivel
and Nino Rota make this one al-
most worth the effort.

The ond of the film bolongs to
“Pulp Fiction's” Quentin Taran-
tino, {itting slnco he orcheatrated
tho project. Ho also stars, playing
a film director who Indulges in
the kind of things you'd probably
expect Tarantino to do on New
Year's Eve: thapsodize about vin-
tage television and Jerry Lewis

-New Year's Ev

Anders, Alexandre Rockwell, Robert Rodriguez and Quentin Tarantino. -

Y AND
Tk

i Temple Theatre
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ovies, T
Tonight’s fixation {a an old “Al-

frod Hitcheock Presenta” oplsode
whers, Stave McQuoen bots his
plnky Anger that ho can light his
trusty Zippo 10 times in a row.
They want Ted to play the Poter
Lorre part, susponding a meat
cleaver over the hand of a pal who
thinka ho can reproduce tho trick:

‘Parantino orchestrates the flrst
10 minutes In one continuous
shot but doesn’t une tha gimmick
to much effoct. The end of his lit-
tle vaudeville haa a wondarful
twist, though it's hardly worth the
20 minutes it takea to reach it.

If nothing else, the movie will
hopefully put an ond to Tarantl-
no's acting ambitions. It's diffl-
cult to think of any actor who
couldn't have played the part bet-
ter, {ncluding Bruco Willls, who
has little to do in the film besiden
talk on the phone and stumble
around drunk.

1t's movies like “Four Rooma”
that will undoubtedly eend
Tarantino down the same road as
late '80a wunderkind David
Lynch (coincidentally he alpo
tried an old hotel anthology).
Tarantino noeds a now geg as mo-
viegoars wise up and discover that
hls initial originality haa quickl:
degenerated into self-parody. E

To leave a message for John
Monaghan, dial 953-2047, mal-
bax number 18€6, an a touch-tane
phone, fax him a note at £91-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain-
ment, Observer & Eccentric Nedls-
papers, 36251 Schooleraft, Livoga
48160, H

wtru suuwmn
Tim Roth and Ione Skye in “Four Rooms” from directors Alliso
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