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B‘( ELEANOR AND RAY HEALD
- EPECIAL WRITRRS

.- Wulk Just north of downtown
Rochester’s main shopping arca
along Main Strost and you'll
come to the European Tudor com-
. plex named River Square, bullt
~ pbout ceven years ago, Wander in
s0d you'll find a miniature, rather
Germanic-looking village with a
-framo shop, building contractor,
" &n investment office, several med-

{cal nuiul. and threo unusudl

* dining spo -

-.Tho Shnik & Lebancss restau-
fant, tho newest (open about a
year) and most unlikely of the
thros to fit the architecture, is un-
der the ownerahip of River Square
Restsurants. River Square and its
restaurants aro the bralnchildren
of Lebaneso-born cardiologist Pi-
etro Atallah, Whils matching his
othnlcity to The Sheik, Atallsh
first opened Ches Plerre Otleans
;pechlmng in creols dishes, then
)'Shea's, & cajun steak house end
pyster bar, Tho latter name was
_spawned from Atallah’s ‘wife,
Rut.hmnrle. and her Iriah meiden
-pame, Shea. -

. “Rochester resident Romaine
Berard, vico presideat uf tho res-
taurant company, expl ained tho
uplque scenario: “Dr. Atallah
Toves the {dea of fine dining,” she
pald. “It's @ hobby that got out of
control.” To Atallah, only two
. E4ings count in diniog service

" ‘When he came to the U.S. from
‘Ltbanon, he attended Wayne
State University Medical School
to gain the necessary certification
“to practice cardlology hare. Ho re-
.mambers The Sheik; restaurant
tlun waz lnuud in dmwwn De-

RES‘I’AU RAN'I' SPECIALS

The Sheik, 543 N. Maln' (ust
north of University), Rncba»
m. (810) 850-1392,

W Hours: Monday to Bamrdny,
11 am.-11 pam. Closed Sun-

day.
B Menu: Lebaness epecialties
festured In a wido array of np-
petizars, salads, entroes, sand-
wichos, mmblnntlnn platos
and desacrta,
B Moatless options: Spocial at-
tentian given to'this preferencs, -
with seven vogetarian ap;
oro, five vegetarlan salads,
veggle combo with (attoush
‘vegetarian grape leaves, mouja-
Y dAn. falafal and upinach ple.
<0 Highlighta: Hulthy and
freah !nmdlnnu. vAll ‘sauces

- gurt and soups made

created with houss-made yo-
m
scratch, Hand-chopped vegeta-
blea, ‘Splt-grilled beef and
chicken Shnwarma is eapecial-
1y lean, Kibbe Nayes (raw, lean
ground lamb  with cracked
.wheat and splces} is very fresh.
" All entrees wel] gamished with
vogstables and delicious rice
with garlic-tomato zauco. Am-
g: paxklngdboth n;rril’aco ;d
o ground-Yalet o
SnturdAy d% R l}

Combo 'phm $10-14,
B Reservations: not ne

@ T
B Crodit cnrdn all lnajorn nc-

Cep

“troit, It -rrhd menories of his
homeland and he thought .the
food waa excellent. The Detroit
Shelk is closed now bécause there
were no family members who
wanted .to carry on the businoss-
after the ownor died.

“There's no greater tribute to
than having the name brought td
the city- of Rochester,” . Berail
d, She aloo explained, ‘that

spect for a leades,: \ ).,
Atallah wants to. ot

bdirates ! &
prlws. The entire amblence Is ug-

for a Middle Eastern
dinlng spot. It's upscale and
focused on fine dining. Seating for
50 in !n booths or at tables in a
room with deep burgundy and
hunter green appointments, adja-
cent to the bright and attractive
carsy-out section ]uut lmlde the
mlln entrance. 2

Chef Guni.’a Muzahom Is Leb-
anese, and knows the cuisine of
his homeland, md ukes pride in

ther, raw,” fried "or -baked), graps
veu, makanlo! {Mediterranean

tabbouloh, s fattondh,-chicken or

mb'- kufia,;sba nnd the
beat vegzio b mf fal
Full bar skvigs {s Ivullublv,
‘B munhh «of ‘bottled boers,

"Thie Wita lin} inn,ludun some Leb-
) ; for the taste adven.

On wtom. snowy and cy eve-
ning, former Rochester resident
Sam Karrip, on a busincss trdp
from Grand R.upid.l noticed the
rostaurant sign. I waa looking to
sce how the dld town was,” Karrip
2utd.“The Sheik:temindoed mn ol‘
the Detroit " rost: with th

of & g
- dishes as. kihbs (ground lamb ei-

sauspge), hufnmud, baba ghanow),-

n# V»d’n«: 74

The Shelk:
. Waitress Je

iy

Turklsh co/fee at the Shetk restaurant in Rochester.

eo, hummua and the quallty of
;‘hn yogurt. All threo are very

oro.”

Also bmvhlg tho weather and
on their third visit to Tho Shelk
were Roshmi Amin and his

hter Unnati, both from ‘Ro-

same name..§ lovo Lebanese food

-, ‘and usually judge it by kibbe nay-

chester Hills, * Wc always order
tho same thing becanse we like

it,” Rashmi sald. “It's chicken
kafta, babe ghanouj and
hummus,”

‘The rupome of the Amins ech-
oed remarks by Berarl. “Repeat
diners generally order tho samo
item each tlme,” she noted.

Newcomots should not fear ex-
periencing a now culsine, espe-

Chef Gusand Muzahem (sitting) takes pnde in the cusine of his homeland,

Berari holds a tray containing a pot of freshly brewed

cinlly if you ask for unilbanoe
from waitporson Jenny Bloom,
who lives in Rocheater. Sho not
anly works the floor, but has dene
stints on the line in tho kitchen,
She can explain each Lobanese -
dish right down to the last spice, * !
Evory ethnic restaurant needs &
Jenny Bloom! -

Send items to be considered for
publication to: Keely Wygonih,
Observer & Eccentric Newspopers,
- 36261 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48180,
orby fax (313)691-7279.

* New Year's Eve
CAFE CONTINA.
Hew Year's Eva celebation, D), ﬂmdnl.
Aanoet, gne,

alx 3
. vors. Cost CzH for roaer-
. vations, CD”SP\?I' mo Road, FMT\

fuls,
10) 4743033

mnrmuvﬂ
Tickets
d.nn« dcums sanymou DJ.

eomllnemnl

frriod mm

pnny toost,
Continental breakfost, 23 oodwm!
Ave., Bioomfield Hills.
810)855-7868
MORLL'S, A MICRIQAN BISTRO
Ken Wiosinskl Band tho
for dancing ot the restaurant In Bingham
Fams Ofice Park, Menu I3 a celebraton
of Michigan's harvest. Call for Informa-
ton, rosenvotions.
f8l0)542~l094
TRATTORLA BRUICHITTA
allan oatery Inside Now's Hotel Baro-

1310 of Tuscany, Dancing to

neuo offers
40 sounds of Sterling In the hotel's
aficoom after t1 p.m. Cal for res-

(810} 3055210

VGTTI
Party In the Beliroom, bogins ©
p m vdm appe\lun foast, thees drinks,

suf!n%mom n{ the hatel, bresktast
aulr;a ? Cost $259 pef coupie,

ca
Doco
Repior mab tlow Yoar & Evb Specale

manu, Hew Yoar's Evo
810) 5452000

SESASTIAN'S GRILL
New York bistro In Troy amm frosh pasta

dishes,
8101 649.6652
RULIsH
Smoky flavor of Traversa City mcrrywood

lll'l
At

settl
"5 Mio Rm. Rnya: o:x. :

“creations of Chaf
W, 12 Mils Road,

ates the frash
e e 23
Fi I%ﬂ Hits.
(810) 489-8852
Sommn's
Seven-course Mallan dlaner, [nteractive
ontortalnmaent, $50 per person, reserva.
Uons raquired.
(810) 3490522

OLTAMIA NN
+ In the Moadow Brook Village Mall.

nocmo IOpm ;unam

[8!0]3?5 9200

12 MOT hosts blood drive at The Ritz-Carlton

Michigan Opera Theatre, The
.American Red Cross and WQRS-
‘FM 105.1 are uwnwﬂnsu “Save-

“A-Life” Saturday blood drive 8

a.m.wzp.m.Doc.so(n the Pres-
dential Baliroom of The Rite-
gmum, Denrborn. Call the Red

Cross at 1-(800)-GIVE-LIFE to
schedule an eppointment.

As an incentive, Michigan Op-
.era Theatre will present cach do-
nor with one voucher for a May
1996 performance of the ballet
“Romeo and Juliet” at the new

Deuoh Opora House.

The Ritz.Catlton, Dearborn in
the Falrlane Plaza, 300 Town
Center Drive, will also offer cach
participant a certificate for a dis-
counted room rato, MOT will en-
tertain with performors and cus-

EYON STAEZT STATION
245 5. ETON 6477774

90 N. HUNTER
2565788
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|l Seafood l

Buﬁiet

1
' n:i‘nnluunu... .. lllqs I

I s 1/2 OFF 8 .

mhe @ntsforh glxm

h‘- %027;48 0 - al

tumed donora of their own, Dear-
born Muslc will also offor
incentives by glving tho first 100
donors compact disks.

The Smaller
The Ad,
The Better
‘The Restaurant
Thlsmy\xisbvm@\tmymby

a
Inkster Rd,

Hwy and
. (810)353-2757

Events

EAST 8IDA|
Mcuonmlcnnmmuwvotk.m
ve I3 has! ﬂuGaﬂcFexuvunow
Jon, 21,
Wen's b s S
s new
wmﬁ be avall

Gallo
Noir and
able. Gartlo Fes| uvalenmsswtatwer
Sﬂ Ensk Skde Muﬂo
k fmrn l!l RD-

mosw HAs and

throuj
hanced menu
Leaf Hllot

UNIQUE RESTAIRANT monn
Seafood Foast Jon. 17 at Tratlora Brus-

WINTER GETAAY '
Evoninj p.ourmul dining and cnndnz, 7
gday 9, Schocicrait Coli

pm. oge,
fotermnn Ccnw. IBBOD Hay o Livo-
nla, Dinner features um? The
Johany Teudell on'.hnslru will sereasdo

dancers ofter dinner, Ticketa $37.50 per
mmamulﬂnmwnﬂnﬂe
Mnmuudlovlh Mnafy
snd Contlnuing Educat

PhrlmlEduca dopu\mem.
(313) 4624417

College . :
DUXNER BUFFET

uvoma.
tings, 6 snd
beginaing Wadnoldnv. Jan, 10 Mlh
leﬂanenn culsine; Jon, 17,
4, psian; Jan. 31, IlAUon

CDst la SIB gs. nasorwuom

(:u 3) Sozssn

AMERICAN HARVEST RESTAURANT :
wntcfmnn Can, Schoolcrofi, Coltege,
opens for kinch Thursday, Jan. 11, Open
nooﬂ lo 1 vm4 Tuesday-Friday. Call for

[313) 4524485

27777 Schoolcraft
1Bk wat of Inkstcr RA)

City
Hill

of Garden
32550 Chel
{1 Bik, Exat of Venoy)

Cunllmmux F nlm'ammmr
MIGHT (‘.Im

$120 Per Coupl“c
Experience the tlegance
ofour wew lovk

(313) 427-9110

- Lavish Guumu'! Buffet at both locations featuring...
RIME

RIB in'Heeb Bhnku. l’n.mlum Bar (Pkg. G)

~CHANNFL 6
& D) Enteralnment *
BLACK TIE OPTIONAL
All Reverved Hng
$100 Per Couple
« (Youmurtbe2i &
Oter to Attend)

(313) 425- 1430

.75 8. EUREKA RD
(EXIT 36Y TAYLOR




