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BY ERIKA M. HIRSCHMAN
BTAYY WRITER

day to spend . with family and
frienda — and'to uku. a day off

For many, Christmas is o holl- '

Young Adult-Divislon, Business
& Professional Women, Women's
Division and Community Out.
reach & Involvement Department
— coordinated “volunteers from
an

work, H som
and /organizations noed to keop
their doors opan.

With tho help of more than 500
i Jepish volunteers, employees of
{ these local organizations were
¢ ablo to be relieved of thelr duties
+ on Christmas Day to colebrate
* with their families and friends.’
E Tho Jewish Federation of Met-
!

ropolitan Detrolt — along with ita

Wost Bleomfiold, id
Faveel o

Jewish volunteers bring yuletide
cheer, labor to Christmas charities

Weiss and her daughter Susan,
who also volunteerod last Christ-
mas, went alang with 30 other vol.
unteors to St. Loo's — n soup
kitchen in Detroit.

At S’t.. L;o'u, the ;tolun}um

contains 100 beds. “Although 16
yolunteers sounds like a emall:
number, it was really very ade-
qu:il'o for the facillty,” Maness
sal

o linr the Inst 10 years the Jewlsh

to on
Monday in what thoy called “The
Volunteer Extravaganza.”

“It was a very positive feeling to
be abla to holp the commiunity in
some way instead of stsying at
home,” said West Bloomficld res--
idont Ileno Weiss, who volun-
teored on Christmas Day as part
of the extravaganza, .

" Great Help: ' Euvan Sack, 6, plays bingo on Christmas Day
with his grandmother, Ruth Shdfkind, who lives at the
' West Bloomfield Convalescent Center.

Hills among nation’s safest

BY BILL COUTANT
* §TAYY WRITER
. Farmington Hills ls onoc of the
safest citles in Michigan and the
. ;\nﬁnn, necording to FBI statis-
- fies. .
Tho city was rated 83nd safest
:in the country and fifth safest in
* Michigan with an average of 39.62
- serious crimes per 1,000 reaidents.
Farmington Hills Polico Chlef
" Bill Dwyer was ploased with the
* tesult, ond added that hia own do-
. partment’s figures show an even
-lower rato of 3844 crimea per
+ 1,000 residents. That would put it
‘i lower than Livonia, West Bloom-
{fleld Township, ranked eighth
* best in the nation, Canton Town-
; ship at 42nd and Steriing Heighta
* at 67th wore the other top Michi-
.+ gan cities.

and p.
for part of tho day, and then
helped servedinner.
““Traditionally, Jewish people
tend to feel left out on Chril

F has been involved in
many volunteer projects. Among
those s the Volunteer Network,
w!algh 1s a smaller verslon of tho -

Day. But this way we know we
wore helping by giving other work-
ers a chanco to celobrats their bol-
iday,” Ilene said. :

The project/extravaganza on-
ables the cmployees of lecal soup
kitchens, nursing homes, hoepi-
tals, shelters and othor projects to
take the holiday off without the
worrles of who will temporarily
look over. .

- David and Darron Findling of
Southfield, who have both also
voluntecred in other projects,
helped out on Monday and partic-
ipatod in the project.

Thelr dutles for the day was to
help finish painting a house in
downtown Pontisc for PATH
(Pontiac Area Transitional Hous-
ing) so that a family could bo
moved in thia January.

“Jt was very rewarding and
great to know that wo were con-
tributing to tho community by
restoring o home,” oald David
Findling, “We know we made a
significant change. . . end the
idea that we wore a part of tho
Christmas Spirit. We havo to belp
cach other out.” Both a;

In Southfield, Prentis Manor
was another one of 27 organiza-
tiona that benefitted from ihe via-
iting volunteers.

Activitios director Susan
Maness said without the volun-
toers, “it would have been & much
quleter dny, Much of our con-
cingent staff and regular staff
wero out because of the holiday,
thia woy our residenta were pro-
vided with music and games of all
sort.”

Prentis Manor on Lahser Road
is a Jewish home for the aged and

e

FBi STATS |

“I'm pleased that we're in the
top 100 of all citien in the U.S,"
Dwyer said. *1 think it's both a
reflection on the way our officers
do their job and on the communi-
ty wo lvo in. We couldn’t do it
without the help of our citizens”

Dwyor cited o recent incident in
which two Hills reaidonts rescued
a women who had becn attacked
during an apparent carjacking.

“That's the kind of involve-
ment that mokes our city so
great,” ho said.

West Bloomfield Police Chief
Ron Cronin was pleased, but
wasn't crowing to his friend and

In F Hills.
He credited a “high degreo of pro-
fcasionalism” of his officers a8
well as community aupport.
- “That ia what makes a commu-
nity oafe, participation by its citi-
zens,” Crontn sald.

The figures rellect total serious
crimo, In Farmingten HHla for
1994, there was ono murder, 11
rapes, 31 robberics, 121 aggravat-

* od assaults, 614 burglaries, 2,204

larcenies and 186 vehicla thofts.
That total, divided by the popula-
tion of Farmington Hills (80,057) -
timos 1,000 is the figure used to
get the average number of scrious
crimes per 1,000 residents.

Detroit (14), Saginaw (8), Flint
{11) and Grand Rapids (96) were
among the U.S, cities with the
highest rates of serious crimes.

| sarah Fisher benefits

style,

a Power Rangor.

amet Burgers, a 1950s-atylo dinor in Royal
Qak, is helping approximately 40 young-
stors from St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher
Center in Farmington Hilla ring In tho new yearin

On Sunday, Dee. 31, from noon to 3 p.m. Comet
Burgera will treat tho kids to meals, soft drinks,
balloons and entertainment featuring Barnoy and

The restaurant’s co-owners — Kelly Esman,

FARMINGTON FOCUS

‘The

Councilisan brell

for Farmington-area organizations.

St. Gerald blood drive

n Amorican Red Cross blood drivo will bo
held at St. Gerald Catholic Church, 21220
Farmington Road, just north of Eight Milo,
from 8'a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 6.
Firat-tims donora are wolcomoe, Call Vinco
Scanio at 474-4541 for more information.

group

Day

which began about five years ago.

The staff coordinator for the
Volunteer Extravoganza, Susan
Langnas, said the Christmas Day
turnout was positive, and “the
volunteers were excited.”

“It's like something I've-naver
scen before, 1 saw people from a 3-
year- old girl to an 80-year-old
women. . . It was real people and
families helping each other, It
was amazing to sec the people
who are devoted and committed,”
she sald,

The Jowish Federation decided
to get involved in the volunteor
projecta because of the ongoing
Jewish phHosophy of helping the
community.

Langnes called it *“Tikkun
Olam,” which she sald means
“Repair the World . . . so that
‘every small step is for something
good in tho community.”

I'm a volunteer: .(Abcve) As:
Sara Vight’s pin read, she -
helped Bloomfield Hills
Care Center resident Helen
Falkenbury with her bingo
card on the Christmas holi-
day. (Left) West Bloom-
field resident Linda Gross
and her son, Mark, 16, also
help out center residents -
play bingo and get into the
Christmas spirit. ’

Young

Emily Eckt

STAIT PHOTOS BY WILLIAM HANSEN

6, of West Bloomfield:,

assists Mrs. Klegman with her bingo as other residents

also play along.

Paul Rosata and Gullio Lodda — alzo havo raisod
mote than $1,000 for all the resldonts of St. Vin-
cont and Sarah Fisher Centor. The monoy will bo

. used 1o buy gift certificatos for movies, restauranta
and athor fun oventa. -

“It's important for thoso kids to know that thero
aro caring people out in the world,” satd Esman,
“Hopefully, when thoy grow up, theyll do the
samo for someone olse.”

12 Milo and Inkater roads, provides a home for
children with special needs, Tho centér's pro-
grams include rosidential treatment, and (oster
care and adoption servicea for eoversly sbused *
children. .

" On domestlc violence -
T he subject will be community resources to

holp victims of domestic violence at the
Thursday, Jan. 4, breakfast meeting of the

11 ton Hills. - .
; The moeting will start at 7:30 az. ot The Lon-

St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher Centor, located at

" ‘unfortunate situation from apreading.”
Interegoncy Council of Farmington and Pn_rmlna-' P

Memory Lene’

From tha Dec. 29, 1955 cdition of the Farming-
ton Entorprigo: : .
M Citing his age (ho turned 80 in July, 1955) and
health concarns, Harry McCracken resigned his
position as Farmington Townshlp clerk. His an-
nouncement brought to an end & 50-yoar career in
public service. Ho waa editor and publisher of tho
Farmington Enterprise from 1900-02. "'
| A photo showed a Nativity scens on the lawn of
the Farmington Township Hall ot Grand River
and Farmington Road. s 3
M Eighty-ssven Farnington-area families recelved
help from the Farmington Goodfellaws this year,
sccarding to Fred Menks, president, .
# Norman Lawton was elocted preaidont of the
Farmington Exchange Club during a club meeting
at tho Universalist Church, o
W Short item: “One thing a girdle dMl'h keop an

Itema for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
t.{u Fgrmn‘njhn Observer, 33411 Grand River,

gacre House, 24705

*| . Hills, Penny Hackett-Evans, s community oduca-
" tlon speciallst from Haven, a Pontlac shelter for

;1. abusied women, will speak. .

“terate, the Internst E-mail addrese is:
pa .

48338; fazed to lﬂ;’?'n?.' ardm;;pcd

offat the office. For

nline.com. %

SCULPTED CURVES

vary packnblo dress
by Lida éndny.
Smoothly cut
in matto rayon
jorsoy to movo
with oaso
from daytimo
to dinnor. Rod.
§-M-L, $800.

THURSDAY AND

An ominently wearable,

Jacobsons

38 W. MAPLE RD. * BIRMING!

HA
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEONESDAY, AND SATURDAY, 0:30 AM TO 6 M

FRIDAY, 0:30 AM TO B PM. SBUNDAY, NOON TO 5 PM.
PHONE: 634-6900 « FAX: 845-8087 )
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