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‘With roots in the Detroit area

sinco 1866, North C tonal
d it's first buildi

around 1910 on Woodward Ave-
nue. The Southfield church hroke
ground on the first Sunday in Oc-
tober 1954 and held their first ser-
vice on the first Sunday in De-
ceraber 1955,

Tronically, ground wags broken
exactly 40 years later, on the first
Sunday in October 1994, for the
new Farmingten Hills church
while the first service at the new
church was held one week earlier,
the last Sundsy in November,
1995.

In deciding to build in Farm-
ington Hills, Jensen pointed out,
“We looked at the churches that
were already here because we sim-
ply didn’t want to just duplicate.
We looked at the community and
make-up and it would seem that
the people in the Farmingtan
Hills - West Bloomficld area
would be people who would likely
be. potential members of our

- church.”

The quaint new church build-
ing was designed by the architec-
tural firm of Merritt, McCallum
and Ciecslak, The Federal design
is reminiscent of New England
churches, complete with two sto-
rles of shuttered windows, closed

- porch ond pilasters in the front
Instead of colonial-type columns.
Inside, gleaming white rails grace
the stairwaya to the surrounding .
balcony as well as the short stair-
way leading to the pulpit.

While the design and decar
bodo wel) of colonial times, tho el-
ficient catering kitchen, sliding
room walla and state-of-the- ort
800-pipe organ with digital capa-
bilitica nre gertainly indicative of
tho approaching twenty-first cen-
tury. ..

Speaking of the organ from the
R.A. Colby company in Tennes-
sec, Jensen sald, ‘It has the capa-
billty. of practically paying it-
“sell”

Jensen hos been attending
meetings of the Farmingten Min- .
iaterinl Asaociation for over a year
now oinco his congregation was
temporarjly housed ot the Mercy
Center on Middlebelt for 14
months durlng the church's con-
struction.

“Tho alstera of Mercy were good
tous,” he said, .
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