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Meadow Brook Theatre pre-
sents “ A Christmos Carol”
through Dec. 37 at the theater on
the campus of Oakland University
in Rochester, Call (810) 377-3300
for tickets or Tichetmaster (810)
645-6666.

Doee the
thought of ait-
ting through one
moro production
of “A Christmas
Carol” make you

for n big troat at
Meadow Brook

—————— ‘Theatre this year
where thelr current production of
this annual stapls is fresh, lively
and totally sppealing.

The differonce is a new adapta-
tion of the Charles Dickena clas-
sic by Geoffeey Sherman, Meadow
Brook's artistic director who so
far han scored. threo In his firat

BARBARA
MICHALS

. sgason.

Large doscs of comedy and
magic tricks ond a dash of audi-
ence participation have been add-
ed to enliven the heavy Victorian
melodrama without losing its es-
sonce_or diluting tho power of
Dickens's moraliatic tale.

.‘Dickns himself, played with
énormous charm and aplomb by
Richard Schrot, is an ever-present
on-stage narrator who adds a lot
of the camedy. Since Dickons was
an amateur magician, he also per-
forms lots of magic tricks that
nicely underscore the theatrical
magic of the main story.

Asking audience members for a
show of hands if thoy already
know the plot, Schrot ploys on
this familiarity, cocouraging the
spectators to interact with the
cast at some spots.

" For example, when Scrooge
{Phillip Locker) is unable to sce
the Spirit of Christmas Past luzk-
ing in the shadows, Schrot be-
comes a cheerleader urging the
audience to seream “Behind youl”
Behind youl” to the actor. A bit
comy, but it really wotks,
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Classic talo: Richard A. Schrot (left to right), Phillip
Locker and Thomas D. Mahard perform in

‘Me ‘ri.staiaro}l’_ ! )

Meadow

Brook Theatre's production of “A Christmas Carol.”

S REVIEW

Locker Is o perfect Scrooge,
cqually bolievable aa the gruff old
miser and the tranaformed caring
being. As ocach ghost visits
Scroogo, Locker makes his char-
acter gradually more endearing so
that the changes never jar.

Thoman D. Mahard is excellent
as Bob Cratchit, whose cold
hands os he works in Scroogo's
unheated office aro in porfect con-
trast to tho warmth of his heart
and hearth, He is well-palred with
Mary Benson as his Joving wife.
Benson also shines as the lively
Mrs. Fezzwig, reveling in Christ-
mas with John Patrick Lowrie as
her jolly husband.

All of the many youngsters in
the cast perform with romarkablo
polish. The lad playing Tiny Tim
limped acroas tho stago most con-
vincingly. with a braco and crutch.

3, , thoro aro two young nc-
tars assigned to each child's role,
and the program gives no help.

‘The entire supporting cast of
Londoners, both young end old,
are delightfully animatod
throughout. Diano Von Fossen is
cspeclally amusing as tho staid
old maid Carolyn, courted incptly
by the drunken Topper (Richard
Marlatt).

Peter Hicks's revolving set and
Barbara Jenks's Victorian cos-
tumes are top-notch. Sherman's
very fine dircction brings all the
humor and pathos together with
admirable skill so that any mod-
em-day Scrooge leaves the theater
feeling merry und uplifted in spite
of his natural inclinations.

Barbara Michals is an invet-
erate playgoer who regularly
catches up on all the New York
productions.
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.A) The pefcé?ﬁsge of Americans
- whobelieve the earth is flat.

B) The perce}rﬁage of Americans
who beliey® aliens are liv-
ing among; us.

The ‘Annual Percentage Yield
of our Clz}ssic CD.
[ .

art least there's still one that’s of interest. Take
the annual percentage yield on our Classic CD
Amusl Percentpe Vil | o1 example. With a minimum deposit of $20,000
you get one of the best yields around. It’s an investment thats
100% risk free. And 100% rewarding, 1STNATIONWIDE
Call 1-800THE BANK (1°800-843-2265) m BANK .
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B The annual percentage yield (APY) is subject to change, APY sccurate’'as of 1211195, Interest penalty
X [ for early withdrawal. © 1995 15t Notionwide BAr_rk. A Federal Savings Bank. Member FDIC,

[ Bimusgham: (510) 5401655 Ciston Towsablp: (310) 2854710 Dearkors: Michian Ave. at Greentield, (313) 434814, Michigan Ave. 2t Schaekes,
(313) 943-4825. Dearborm Helghts: Ford R, (313) S43-467; Cherry Hil (313) 9434831 Datrult: Michigan Ave, (313} G43-4833; € Wanien,
{313) B35-6195; Joy Ra., (313) 23-7664; Scheter, (313) 3421900 Fammlegtons (10) 474-7250 Brozsa Polsta Woods: {313) 8340442 Livoale
Five hite 2 Farmioglon, (313) 427-5350; Five Mie al Miodiebel, (313) 2616020 Pemtiac: (810} 333-7427 Soutbfisid: (810) 5534720 Sterileg
Halghts: (510) 309-0370 Wmmmem: 8124 €. Twetve Mita Rd., (310) 751-5300; 26681 Hoover Ad., (810) 755-20%0 ‘
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) 3.9% Annuc) Percentage Rate Nnancing

Ford Credit, 3.5% APR for 48 months at $22.53 per month per $1000
affect savings. Must take new retall dellvery from doaler stock

savings based on Manutacturens' Suggested Retall Price of -

i as determined
. 110% down. Deale:

y 1 peticipation may
between 12/12/95 and 1/336. Finance
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With 3.8%
APR Finan

e interrupt p..fooer Dealr updte!! : n
1995 Escort Clearance...

America’s Best

Last Chance to buy
Selling Small Car!

cing

¥1000 on all remaining 1698 Escorts in stock. Hurry, this

on 95 Escort, Varios by credit worthiness of consumers

fincneed with

[

IR

offer ends 1/3/96..
$12,110 with 10% down for 48 mbnihs o1 3.9 APR, coipared fo averagé APR of 114% for Escant -

contracts purchased by FMCC in tho United States in October 1995. (3) Residency restrictions apply

for cash back of financing, Cash back as follows: $750 from Ford Motor Co., §250 FDAR
* So0 doaler for detadls. o
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