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Fire still hot

ho Farmington Hills Fire Mite AA hockey
team of 8- and 9-year-olds improved to 10-3
with a 3-0 victory Doc. 13 over the host

" Plymouth Stingrays.

Charile Hour{gan, the Fire’s leading scorer, had
two goals and Blake Bratting added the third
whllo Chase Van Tiem notched hia fousth shutout
of the season.

“This was unquestionably our most solid team
offort of the season,” assistant coach Paul Luban-
ki sald. “When everyone contributes, woare a
very competitive team.”

« The Fire next plays at 7 p.m. Dec. 19 against th
Michigan Stars at the Trenton Ice Box. .

Winter baseball camp

adonna University will hold a winter base-
| ball eamp Thursday through Saturday,

ter.

Youths {ages 8-13) will meet from 2:30-5:30
p.m., whilo youths (14-18) will meet from 8-8 p.m.

The registration foe is $65 per person.

For moro infc ion, call Mad b
coach Mlke Gearge at (313) 432-5609.

Hall

Jones plays squash

.cely Jones has made thia season’s Vassar
Collego women’s squash team. . .
The sophomore product of North Farm-
ington high helped Vasaar begin ita season with a
victary over Bard College befora it lost tb Penan.
-The team plays olght dual matches and five tour-
naments -

Tha Brewers returnad just three starters from
last year’s 7-11 team that was ranked 11th nation-
ally. . .,

Hockey clinics

T ko Subuiban Hockey Schools will conduct

a seriea‘of hollday clinics, Tuesday through

W Friday, Dec, 26-29 at Livonia's Dovon-Alro
Arcna.

Power-skating and puck-handling cliniea for
mites (ages 6-8) will be from 9-10:30 a.m. and
10:30-no0n and squirts (agea 9-10) from 12:30-1:30
pm. ©° ) .

A defense and scoring clinic for pee woes and
bantams {(ages 11-14) will ba from 1:30-3 p.m.

The cost for each clinic is $125. IS

) ity of Michigan-Dearborn will also stage
clinkes, including a goaltenders session for all ages
(cost $160) Tuesday through Friday, Jan. 2.6

For more information, call {313) 730-1330.

Hawks Volleyball

.ovi defeated Farmington Hills Harrison,
*15-10, 9-15, 15-12, Dec. 13 in a girls vollsy-
¥ ball match. The Hawks ars now 1-2-3,
. Erika Greeno notched 12 kills {n 26 atterpts,
half the Hawka' kill total. Sara Reuch recorded
thres aces among her 20 serves while Sara Kloo-

sterman had six di ¢
game against a real good

g5,
“We played a real good

hitting team,” coach Ron Shortt said. “They were

much more aggressive at the net than wo were, -~
“We're still working on our defense. It's soms-

thing we're going to have to do all season, Qur kids

played hard, they were just outgunned.”

All-American
fve arca runners — four from Plymouth Sa-
lom and a fifth from Parmington — trav. -

. cled to the USA Track and Field National

Junior Clympica Crosa Country Meet Saturday in

Baton Rouge, La., to turn In a atrong performance.

‘The local team was ninth out of 28 teams (and
several individualn) competing, scoring 238 points.
A team from Idaho finished first with 74 points.

_ Preshman Wes Barrett of Farmington contrib-
uted with a 126th.plece finish in 14:65.

The team, coachod by Salom's Geoff Baker,
qualified for the national meet by first winning
the state moeet Nov. 12 in Dexter, then placing first
atthe regional Nov. laAln Charleston, W, Va,
‘CCwins swimmeet .

A edford Catholic Central’a boys swimmi
team defeatod Bast Lanaing,

. Tosaday’in a Don-Jeagus dusl meet hosted
* 'Tio Shamrocks had saven wis MIB-
. g::dh:gt-n .u;h from Nick SBosnowski and Brian

Dec. 21-23, at tho colloge’s Actlvities Cen- -

‘n‘ .
97.50 855,

Sosnowski ‘::n (he 100 ’yndlulttunﬂy 1n “ﬂ .
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~On the water

Raider, Falcon swimmers ready to make waves

alem.

BY RICHARD L. 8HO0K
ETAYF WRITER . _

How good {8 good? .

That's something Pat Duthio and
tits North Farmington boys swim

-tesm will find out aver tha course of
the next couple of montha as they try
to chaso down favored. Plymouth Sa-
lern in the Western Lakea Activitics’
Asnociation, '

Duthlo, a formor Raiders’ swim
conch, recontly returned to North
Famington from 2 sojourn at Bir-
mingham Seaholm. He added the
boys awim team to his duties as coach
of tho girls squad.

“We dofinitely have somo good
swimmers in the program,” Duthic
sald, “What it’s going to come down
to 1s do we have encugh?

“That will dictate what wo do. We
ususlly awim well ot the end of the
year, Hopefuily our good kids will
come through for us at the end of the
year, Whather we win or not will de-
pend on how good the compatition Is

going to be."
Keep in mind that Duthle, like
many good coaches, knows you can't

do better than your best. And if your
best means you finish sscond, fourth,
ninth or 247th, well, that's a good
year. . :

‘The key. is petforming up to capa-
bilities.

North Famington and Farmington boys swim
teams are traditionally strong, but recent sea-
sons have seen them chasing down

else.

help in the freeatylo events,
Junior Patrick Duthie (yes, son of
tho coach), is good in the freestylo
d b ily while.Matt Swartz is a

Again this year the WLAA favorite is Plymouth

Ralays and soventh in the Oakland
County Champlonships.

Duthle has 19 awimmord .and iwo
divers, “kind of a small team. Wo
may be a littlo biggor than 13at year,
but a little smaller than we'd like to

be.

“North Farmington {e a team that-
hes been compotitive, so everybody
likea to swim well againat us, That's
good, 1 suppose. .

"We did lose some key senlors. And
over the past.couple of years wa've
lost some talented kids, But every-
body goes through that.”

Qenlor tri-captains Brion Rajdl,
Paul Ryan and Phil Zald will lead the
Ralders. L

Radl i a good atl-around awimmer
who cxcels in the backatroke and last

an
. good all-around swimmer who docs a
good job In tho breastatroke.

Duthle’'s sophomores are led by
vorsatile Dan Gabriel, a very
backetroker; Chris Randa, a freestyle

and fy i

2nd ) a .

cinllzes in the Individual Medley but !
can and has swum any event. He's a i
vary good breastatroker, a good frees. !
tyler “we'rs o littla sseak in the sprint |
frecstyle so he'll be switching on and |
off,”’ Bandy said. .
Farmington finished third. in the
WLAA with » 9.3 record aftor finish-
Lm( second the year before. If Band
i) il

Chris Smith, First-yoar sophon;onv
Justin Howkine will get broken in
primarily In freeatyle but with some
breaststroke work also,

North Farmington should . get
points In diving, whero senlor Marc
Plotkin is backed up by “e freshman,
and he's a pretty good one too, Joa
Lebovie,” Duthie said. “Ho's got
some diving background, a few years
of experience. It'a unusual for North
Farmington to have anybody como in
with a diving background.”

Othor freshmen who will contribute
are Tim Muir (freestyle and buttor-
fly); Aaron Ryecroft, “a nice-looking

/] d swi who will lielp us

L]
year also had success in the Individu-
2l Modley., Ryan is |

Fresh.

an
. breastatroker who doubles as a quali-

ty frecstyler while Zald “Ia probably
one of the axceptional kids coming
back,” Duthie aaid. “He set a varsity
record last year in the breaststroke
and was conference charoplon at 100
yards.” - .

‘Tho Ralders have seven seniors
leading their team, prompting Duthle
10 *hope somebody moves in or some-
thing” for next year.

Duthie will count on plenty of
points from Jason Spear, an’ out-
ding eprint fi lor and back-

Last year, North Parmi went
8.1 in dual mects, Josing only to Sa.
lem. The Ralders were second in the
conference, second the Western Lakes

stroke swimmer. Jay Rands la expect-
ed to Jead the Ralders’ distunce
t  while Scott 8 ]

in @ varioty of places” and Matt Zald
(£ 1o and !

kid ewin coma on, the
could bo a lot stranger at th
the scason than at the beginning.

“It's going bo an-exciting year for
them,” be said. “It will be very dIffi- .
cult because we hove one of tho’
toughest leogues in tho astato to get .
thom going in the first year of compe:
tition,

Another koy rotumnes for Farming-."
ton i sophomore Todd Benabaginia,;
one of the WLAA’s top 500 swimmers -
who aleo shortens up well to the 200,
freestyle,"” s

Bellanger Ia one of Bandy's three.
captains, senfors Ken Kopf and Matt! -
Crawford becl:nx the others. Both are’.

s 1 iy o

rawfo
distances to sprinta to help Kopf.

men who could also are
Andy Karl, Tony Munaco, Oz Pearl-

man and Mark Wacksherg, all mostly .

in the froestyle. .

“Right now they look: pretty com.
mitted to working hard,” Duthis said.
“That's a positive. Our other kida are
enthused about being part of the high
school swimming program.”

Farmington swimming

Pormington has a faisly young boys
swim team thia ysar, This means ei-
thar the kida will get old qulck, or
eqach Rosa Bandy will.

Crusaders fall to Pioneers

Stepping up the ladder is a leaming
experience. . .
That's what Modonna Unlversity's
women’s basketball team had to ro-
.member after seting its winning

. atreak [nterrupted (the Lady Crusad..

- ers had won four of their previous five

gamu) at _Oakland  University '

esday, losing’ 82-61 to the
perennial NCAA Division II power.
+= The Lady Fionedrs, who improved
to 91, did a solld job blenketing Ma

Oakland, whose nine-point half- *

timo load (39-30) was never loss than
elght in the second half, got 18 points
and 13 rebounds from Kristen Fran.
cis, 21 points and 11 boards from
Heother Batemian, 16 polnts from
Tamiks Bates and 12 pointa from
Jamie Powinaki, *

‘The Lady Pioneers, who wete 81-of
68 froma the floor (45.6 peroant), outrs-

‘

'Y

donna’s offenaive threatu. Dawn Pe!c:
Stacy L here and Katle Cu

- bounded noe B1-41, 0 -
.a T8, K200 VALLEY 84: The
) ﬂndm-m.lghlbol!:ltw, -

combinid. to make ' 10-0f-42 floor-. mmumwm«umm
shota (28.8 peroent), Including 8-of-16 ' Vally CC Wedseaday, deapits miveing 32
from thres-polnt range (187 percent), M. [ SN
Lamphare; -a serior (orward who - The Lady Oosiols (1-4) led 3857 st the balf
cont game sgainst her former taam, and kept pull A toancfecive.
! Madonna with 15 points (4=  That, sirong . re-
of-12 from_the fleld), She.had just '~ ' fast
bourads, but collectad two es- Mhdh;-lnhlhnnﬂn,,-

College’s . woran's mum .

Benabaginia and junior John Haw-:
kins will go the distance and middle:
distances In freestyla while Matt:
Beauckelacro will appear in some.

breastatroke and at middie distance.!
B

freestyle. !

years. We've got quite afow holes. .
“We have a lot of young swimmets. i
And a lot of first-year kida who Ha-!
ven't even swam before. They cama! -
out for the team and we're happyto! -
hava thoem but it’s going to bo a lq‘n‘}

_'Bandy's Felcona return WLAA-  process to bring them up to compei-,
h fon Danny Ball who spe.  tive epoed.” IS
. p . b
v .+ Spikers open :

{atishoki Harrison's Erika Greene records on of her 12 kills in
{a.loss to Novi (see story, left, in Sports Scene). Greene was also}..
a third-team All-Observer girls basketball team selection (_2_0) :




