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Now  in its
third year, the
Farmington
Public Schools
Community
Partnership
Advisory Coun-
cil is dedicated
to bringing the
. schools and lo-
cal busincsaex closer together
and inspiring them to share tal-
ents and resources. Direct
queries to Betty Wolford,
School! Community Relations, at

* 489-3349. .

PiRTvES

To be given the opportunity to

+ demonstrato your nbilitics, rather
than hoar about your disabilities,

. ~doeawonders for your scif eateom.
Just ask students from Visions
Unlimited, a school that provides
educational programs and sor-
vices to handi d stud bo-

"~ Onthejob

] fho work exjmlenees give Vislons students - .
the opportunity to learn about thelr own abliities,

skllis, or Job preferences.

Thoy also learn what Is

expected of thom In the work world. Students

who go to

tho ACO sltes Interact with regular

omployees, heiping studonts dovelop better

soclal skills for the Job.

oach student’s potontial in
roaching the status of con-
tributing citizen, productive
workor, supportive family
membor and leisure time par-"
ticipant.

One of tha school’s goals is to
incronse student participation
and invelvement to the local
omployment community. Staff
mombers have developed sover-
! partnerships with Jocal busi-
‘nessos and organizations to

=
)
]

"tweon the ages of 18-26, sbout
their work exporiences in local

. and
_ Their enthusiasm and their prido
". aro unmistakable. .
Staff mombers at Visions sce
thoir mission as developing

achieve this goal.
ship waa do-

cia Graff, human resources di-

roctor.
ACO Hard facil-

:Student workers showtheir abilities

donts who go to tha ACO aites
interact with regular cmployeces,
helping students devclop better
socinl akills for tho job.
In return, omployees in-
- cronsa their awaroncss about
peoplo with disabilities. Brown
snid, “This is a wonderful com-
pany. Thoy were willing to opon
their doors to ue. I can't say
enough good things about
them.”
The Rnrtnouhip has led to

itics for community work teain-
ing for Visions studonts.
Activities include the daily use
of tho ACO‘ maifroom ?r c.hj:n'cul

o

{n aron stores, and occasional
uso of tho warchouse for train-
ing in pockaging and materials
handling, Graff'eaid, “It's o very
rowarding exporicnes for us. Our
cmployot;‘e onjoy having those

voloped by teachera Joyce
Brown and Deanis McElhono
with Wesloy Mewer of ACO
Hardware. Though Mewer ro-
tired this year, the partnorship
continues with the help of Patri-

ore.

Tho work experiences give Vi-
sions studonts the opportunity
to learn nbout their own abili-
tios, skills, or job proferonces.
Thoy also learn what is expected
of them in tho work world, Stu-

Beautification remains a pr1

BY BiLL COUTANT
STAFF WRITER

The notion that keeping com-
munitics beautiful is an impor-
tant part of their viability and
‘value is finding believers in

. Michigan. .

*_ Tho Beautification Council of

: Southoastern Michigan's quar-
terly meeting Dec. 7 at the
-Farmington Hills Activities Cen-
tor'wos more like a tostimoninl
to the positive effect of boautifl-
cation programs.

“Keep Michigan Beautiful has
been working for over 36 years

Farmington Hills firefighters
say carcless cigarette smoking
“causcd a firo that claimed the
lifo of a Flamingo Trailer Park
resident Dee. 7.

The victim, James Arthur
Treloar, 57, died in the fire. The
causo of death has not been de-
termined,

+ “Wo'ro quite cortain that
’'smoKing was the cause,” anid
*Hiils Firo Chief Richard Marin-
ueel, “Everything points back to

for beautification,” said council
president Art Koester. “It's been
an ovolutien for most comwuni-
tios. It usunlly means minor
changes that continue over time
and cventually make a major im-

pact.”

Gladys Smith of Berkloy has
been involved with beautifica-
tion offorts in Denrborn, Detroit
and othor citiea sinco tho late -
1950a. Sho's seen the progreds.

“(Gov.) Milikin evon put funds
in the budget for it (Keop Michi-
gan Beautiful),” sho gaid. "At our
first mecting, we had 22 commu,

nities involved. Now thero are
many communities active in thia
ull over the state, oven tho U.P.”

Tho concept hag not been lost
on the cities of Farmington and
Farmington Hills. .

“We have been trying to es-
tablish a vibrant downtown,”
Farmington City Manager
Frank Lauhoff ¢aid. “Sinco form-
ing a downtown dovolopment au-

. thority in 1986, we've ncen over

$2 million plus private invest-
mont monoy go into our down-
town. Tho SEV has doubled.” .

Lauhoff cited a project involv-

Careless smoking led to fire

1 ‘Wo'ro quite certaln that smoking was tho
cause. Everything points back to an ashtray.’

Richard Marinucci
Hills fire chief

an ashtray. .

The fire, firat reported ot -
about 7:30 p.m., quickly spread
through a trailer at tho park on
Middlebelt, Two residenta tried

in vain to rescue Troloar, Police
and firefighters weoro able to
got the inan.out and put out
the fire, but he was alroady
dead.* .

| Dress down —

FARTINGTON FOCUS

donate up!
! h -very Friday {s Cnsual Day for the non-uni-
' formed omployees at tho Farmington City
. Hall. Sinco May, thoy've contribytod $1
* each to a kitty for tho privilogo of dressing

:dawn, .
. So what to do with the almost $250eollected?
‘ Why, donato it to Neighborhood House, tho or-
ghnization that helps Farmington-aroa familics
in neod, of caurse,
* *That particular
- of the employccs, said Carol M:;; , secrotary
of Formington City Manager Frank Lauhoff.
- Well, just how drcssed down can

charity was aclected by a vota”

and old, big groups and small. An cducational
presentation, video, and walk-through tho facili-
ty aro included. .

Dec. 21-22 and 28-29 have been st 2side as
“open tour” daya. Space is limited. Call Heidi
Wayco at 208-2270 for more information,

CPAs wield -
cooklo cutters

omo loca) cortified public accountants put
awny, their calculators and put on their

chef hata for a charitablo cause.
Morof Shoplow Weinatein, PLC, a Farming-
ton Hills ing firm, closed its Orchard

)
ploy

bo on Casual Day at City Hall? “Thero's o guide-

lino policy,” snid Bill Richards, sssistant city

menager. “Wo adopted it from Ford Motor Com-

pany. They can wear jeans, casun! elacks, swoat

shirts, that kind of thing."

Talking trash .

: _ear yol Hear yo! Refuse
will bo picked up & day later that tho
usual pick-up day during the two

waeks beginning Tuesday, Dee. 26, and onding

‘Monday, Jen. 8, in the Farmington area. .

“For oxample, if your collection day is Mon-
day, Doe. 2B, your trash will bo taken away on
Tuesday, Dec. 28, and so on. Normal pickup ro-
aumea Monday, Jan. 8.

-Christmas trees will be composted if placed
at the curb on the.regular collection day during

!| the week of Jan. 2-8. Trecs shauld not bo placed

in bags.

What becomes of
ro_qyclablen? .

" ooking for g fun and educati
L to do with your kids (and yourself} during
the Christmaa breuk? Conaidor n tour of

“

and recyclablos’
- {day apirit has really hit MSW,” eaid Gary

with othors.”
Memory Lane . :
From the Dee. 15, 1865 edition of the Farm-
X ington Enterprise: .. - :
 About 36 atud ded the F

*High Bchool Language Club’'s Roman Banquat
in tho high achoo! cafotoria. Guests were Ruth

Lake Road offico Dec. 11 and brought out the
cookié cuttors to holp the Karmanos Cancor In-
gtitute in ita inaugural Holiday Cookic Walk.
Morof Shoplow. Weinstoin sought tho holp of
ona il'its clienta, chof Josoph Bogosian of Josef's
Fronch Pastry Shoppe, who velunteerad his
time and expertise to assist tho novice bakera.
Tho CPA voluntders brought in their favorite
cookie recipes and tho best were used. “The hol-

Brand, member, “and wo're glad we can sharo it

Bailey, Latin inatructor, and Mary Bastianelli,
Spanish and French tenther.

M Officials disclosed that about $1.6 million has
beon pledged by developers and builders toward
the construction of the proposed Farmington
Sewor Intercoptor, -

M Short itoem: “The bost bonuty aid for many e
woman {8 o near-sighted man.” .

Items f\ér Farmington Focus may be mailed to
L3

the facility where the recyclablos go.
. Jtems ploced in the ycling bin @ o
_are taken to tho Mntarlals Rocovery Facility in
“Bouthfield. Then they are sorted, baled and
sty to local and international marketa,

urhatde ~ th

puter literate, the Internct E-mail address is:

Observer, 33411 Qrand River,
Farmington 483365; faxed lo 477-9722; or
dropped off at the netwspaper office. For the com.

urs are d for young

i

\.:i

the employ of ono student
at ACO hoadquarters. It has
also increased the self-esteom of
the studenta involved in the job
training experiences,

Brown and McElhone nomi-.

nated Mewer for Farmington
Public Schoola’ 1996 Partnership
Wall of Famo. Ho was Tocog-
nized and honored by the Board
of Education last spring for his
commitment and dedication to
Visions students.

Farmington Public Schools
operatos Visions Unlimited

which is funded by Oakland’

County Intermediate Schools
through a county-wide special
cducation millage.

ority for Farmington, Hills

ing 3,000 hours of work by
Lawrence Téchnological Univer-
sity students that has given
Farmington new ideas on how to
improvo the city’s beauty.
“That’s heiped it keep its
small town charm,” he said.
Lauhof¥ aaid in an older com-
munity, like Farmington, it was
espocially important to fight
blight, improvo roads and side-
walks and keop the city beauti-

ful
+ “Without the

Galning vislon:

Farmington Hills City Man-
ager Bill Coatick snid that city
has had a different experience
and different challenges.

“We've had rapid growth to
where 10-12 years ago, those
were the igsues,” he aaid. “But
our vision is to become tho most
livable city in Michigan by the
year 2000.7 ‘

For that reason, the city, in-
cluding its parks, buildings and
fountain, have been examples of
how to maintain beautiful land-

you lose the community,” he
said. .

scaping and overall sppearance,
“If wo want the city to be

Pt it de
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beautifill, we've got to sct an ei‘-‘,“
ample,” Cestick said, “Fiftcon
years ngo, we weroe a little bit of

Visions students Jason Meyers (left) and® &
William “Zev” Bricker are gaining work experience in -,
the ACO Hardware mailroom. .

a sleepy hollow. Now we have to °

make sure we have strict zon-
ing.” -
Costick cited the 12 Mile

boulovard, the Grand River cor- -

ridor and the city’s parks.

“In 12 ycars, we've added over
450 acres of park land with ovet-
200 acres boing natural park "
land,” ho said.

Abaut 100 representatives of
communities in southeastern
Michigan attended the Junch.
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with zip front and gold

’u.J ’ .

On

$110
christian dior
. robe
Knit cotton velour

braid trim. Red or
navy, S-M-L.

- HOLIDAY HOURS

336 W, MAPLE RO, » BIRMINGHAM °
MONDAY = SATURDAY, 8:30 AM TO 8 FM

SUNDAY, NOON TO 8 PM.

. PHONE: 6448000 » FAX: 848-8067
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