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Pacino, De Niro hot in ‘Heat’

By Bon Tiduas
AP NEWSIEATUREZS

Beasoned ‘dlncton aro some
times seized with the impulss ta
mauke revisionist vorsions of tried-
and-true film'genres — the Weat-
orn, the comedy, the gangater
movis. The result can be outaized
apoctacles with big names, elabo-
rato production and longthy run-
ning time.

Such is the case with “Heat,”
written, dii and co-prod

“The Last of the Mohi

Iand. He and Lis gang, including
Kilmer, Tom ‘Sitemorc and
“fizer” Jon Voight, pull off a deft-
ly choreographed robbery of an ar-
mored truck that stasts the movio
with high excitement.

The daring heist and the exocu-
tion of tho guards immodiately
fixates Pacino, o Loa Angeles rob-
bery-homicide detective, His
three marriegea attost to his sin-

lo-minded about his work.

rectod uced
by Michao! Mann (“Miami Vico,”
")

.Tho atare: Al Pacino, Robert De
Niro, Val Kilmer, The set ploces:
three meticulous heista. Running
time: almost three hours,

{Despito {ts pxceases, “Heat” fa
cininontly watchable. Scclng tho
tyq . great practitioners of the
ctime ; movie together (though
t! eet only twice, the last
time viclently) ib a treat in itsolf.
The logintica and tho exocution of
the robberien havo a morbid fasci-
nation. And tho viclent action ie
overlaid with & melancholy view
of the lives of a master criminal
and a demonic crimo fighter.

Do Niro has sorved time, and
now ho is determined to make a
bllg seore and vanish to New Zea-

- ‘With the heip of his polico crew

and informers, Pacino begina to
ploce together the idontities of the
gang. The mombers are put under
survelllance, and their next Job is
sborted whon De Nliro realizea
thoy havo boon dotected. .
Alded by Voight's information,
De Niro end company atiempt
thelr last big haul: a bank vault
loaded with eash. Tho planning
aucceeds until the escape, Police
swarm around them, and a minor
war ensues through tho strests of
downtown Los Angules. It 1s the

« film’s most griavous excess.

The gang scattors and the do-
tectlves close in, The final battle
comes ot Los Angeles Interna-

. | R
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tional Alrport, whers tho on-and-.
off landing lighta eerily illuminate
the gunmen.

Sido-plots fdature the women in
tho story: Pacino’s third wife, Di-

ane Venors, whoso crumbling,

marriage causes her to tum to an-
other man; De Niro's nowfound
iove, Amy Brenneman, whose
swootness contrasts hia cold-
bloodod nature; Kilmer's wifo,
Ashloy Judd, who rofuses to bo-
tray him. All three actrosses per-
form ably.

Pacino and Do Niro know the
territory and are in ‘peak form.
They have a classlo scens in a cof-
foo shop where they openly, if im-
probably, discuss thelr work.
Thelr weary conclusion:

“] don't know bow to do any-

thing else.” .

“I don't elther."” o

Mann deaerves high points for
devising: the -richly textured tale
and keeping It In some form of
cobeslion. If only ho as co-pro-
ducer could have sald, “Enough,
already.” |

The Warner Bros. releaso was
also produced by Art Linson. The
rating.is R for languago and ex-
coasive violence, including
pointblank killinga.

i : . TRANK CONNOR
Ciimé story: Robert De Niro, as top-level cold-blooded career thief Neil McCauley and

Val Kilmer as Chris Shiherlis, his trusted crew member, in Warner Bros.” and Regency
Enterprises’ “Heat.” . . .

OPENING MONDAY, DEC. 25

UR ROONS"" . .
“It's Now Yost's Evo ot a Loa Ange-

. leshotel, and the haw bolidey
must deal with the golngs-on In

* four diffecent rooms. An snzomblo

d e mmme
-4

met, ond Quentin Torantino.
OPENING FRIDAY, DEC. 29

“OTHELLO" h
Exclusivaly at the Main At The-
atro. The ciasalc Shakespesre

buma, Kenneth Branagh,
Jacob, Nathanlel Parker and MI-
chael Maloney. X

“RESTORATION"" :
The moving story of the ireprossl-

Kengy

Inc. .

ble Robert Merival, who cagery
emdrocas the high living and kow
moral standards of the court of
Chardes 11, When Morivel falla from
roce, he rmust craate his own splr-
Itusl end soclsl restoration. Stars
Robert Downay, Jr., Mog Ryan.

OPENING FRIDAY, JAN. 5

“ugamonRYe"

couid be pardoniod

fully defeats o deadly viaus that
would make the planat uninhabit-
able, .

“CRY, THE BXLOVED COUNTRY"™
Eased on tho novel by Alan Paton,

Stars James Ead Sones, Richard
Hams.

YIRARY REILLY
A g drama of good and ovil,
love and passion about an inna-

cent mald who Idolizes her omploy-

er and benefactor, Dr. Jokyll, but
finds he's hiding a homblo secrot.
cbout his adsistant Mr, Hyde.
Stars Julla Roberta and John Mal-
kovich,

“YWOIF BY THI SEA™

New Year'sEve: It's New Year's Eve at a Los Angeles hotel, and the new bellboy must -
deal with the goings-on in four different rooms in “Four Rooms” starring Madonna
(left to right), Sammi Davis, Valeria Golino, Lili Taylor and Lone Skye.

omantic comedy: Denis Leary and Sanidra Bullock star
n ‘Morgan Cree¢k’s “Two If By Sea” opening Jan. 12 at
tnetro Detroit movie theaters.

Adark comady sbout o hapless
thief and his smaster, more ambi-
Uous girttend, who find them-
seivos stuck on an siegant Cope

Cod Istand ns they attempt to
fence a stolen painting. Stars
Denls Lary ard Sandra Butlock.

OPENING FRIDAY. JAN. 19 that revolves around o ioveable
“TWO BITS" but felsty gmndfather end his

Warm-hearted coming-01-age story grandson, Stars Al Pacina.
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A thrilling adventure full of imagination and humos”
Michael Medved, PRVINEAK PREVIEWS
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