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Friends v:‘are f‘oré:\:re-f
in ‘Waltmg to Exhale’

B\' PATRICIA BIBBV
AP NEWRFEATURI

In "Woitin[ to Exhsle,” now
playing at metro Detroit movie
theaters, we are served up the
lives of four incredibly attractive
and vivacious women as they
stumble through a legion of lave
Aﬂ'nirs. most of which end in

break and
This women's film — it's a virtu-
ol ode to estrogen that drives
home a time-honored truism in
the visterhood: Men come and go
but female friends are forever.
. Actor Forest Whitaker {“The
Crying Game") directa the adap-
tation of Terry McMillan’s best-
selling novel and he paints the
scxes in stark terms: Men, by and
large, are tats and scoundrels and
women are their long-suffering
superiors,

Whitaker keeps the story brisk-
ly paced and it fluttera lightly
along, even when he's getting
laughs et terribly bittersweet
moments. But for ail this deft
surface sentiment, there's some-
thing hallow at the core. Perthaps
that’s the price of trying to piece
together the crowded lives of the
film's four heroines; we are so
busy taking in the twists and
turns of their hearts that little is
allowed to resonate from within.

Still, there’s lota to love here —
o clear-eyed cel:bnlinn of

b and fe
along with a gutsy declaration of
sexusl independence. But, just
Like the plight of the women on
lcreen, you'll ache for mere.

‘The Twentieth Century Fox
glm opens on New Year's Eve as

vannah Jackson (Whitney
Houston) pulls into Phoenix,
fooking for a good man and suc-
Cess as o television producer —
and it's bard to say in whet order.
She's drawn there by her best
friend, Bernadine Harris (Angela
Bassett), who is facing her own
upheaval. Bernie’s husband rude-
ly decides to leave her that night
for his white bookkeeper.

Then there's Hohin  Stokes
(Lela Rochon), a gitl on the prowl

REVIEW

for romence. She's a0 atarved fer o
decent relationship that she can'’t
sev the man she's with is a drug
dealer. “Maybe 1 might be a good
influence en him," she eays hope-
fully and, of course, naively.
Finally, there's Gloria Johnson
{Loretta Devine), a bubbly, gig-
gling gem who almost steals the
film. She's & :mgle mother who is
trying to raise a teen-age son,
Tarikt (Donald Adcosun Faison),
while tending to her hair salon.
She may be averweight but ahe's
still brimming with sensuslit;
That plus her innate sweetneas

and vulmsubllhy make her lrre-
elatib]

'I‘ho [uunoma become {nvolved
with & seemingly ondloss etring of
louta: married men who cheat,
singlo men who cheat, criminals
who cheat and steal and offico
cads who publicly bumiliate.
Only two men scem to have any
scruples and celncldenully both
aro men whaoso wives ara doed or
dying: Marvin (Gregory Hinea),
Gloria's next-doar neighbar who'a
a widower, and James (Wnuluy
Snipes in an uncredited role), a
mysterious stranger whose wifo is
gymx when he mects Bernie nt &
ar.
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ICE CARVING
COMPETITIONS

MEBER Student individualTeam Competions
Jenuary 12,13, 14

BUNSHING o Celebrity Carving Competition
Q" mmem O Thursdxy, jan 11 +5:30 pm
SUNSHINE ACURA in Fantasyland

Casvers from around the World
A Speciai Visk from
& Hll”ﬂlﬂ. Authentic Disney Characters
w,d::::g sponsored by Continencal Cablevision
Downtovm Plymouth s s located in Western
Wayne County. Taks 1275 to Amn Arbor R4,
west on Ann Arbor Rd 1o Main 5S¢,

north on Main 5¢ 1o the
Ice Specacudar.
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