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A winter view
of swimsuit styles

ell, T don't knaw about you, but I'm
w teady to hit the beach. Unfortunately, |

have no condo awaiting my arrivel in
Florida and my husband hates cruises, so | guess
1'll have to ride out the icy winter.

However, | Xnow there are those of you who are
heading down south this month, and while the
rest of us envy you snowbirds, we do want you to
ook hing on the hore, so we'll
intraduce you to the new-for-"96 swim and
beschwear styles.

ctually, 1 can almost feel the sun on my face
when [ peruse the hot looks of the Gideon Ober-
son Crulse Collectlon. The Inraeli-based design-
er is distributed in 16 countries and is poised to
make 8 huge splash in the U.S.

1

Delicious designs

Inwpised by “the greatest show on carth” and
the enchantment of Morocco, Oberson’s newest
swimauit styles are st once playful, exotic and ex-
tremely wearable. The brilliant colors and pat-
terms are ini of faraway M h, while

the collection's overall mood evokes the glamour

and grandeur of the circus. The “show off your
it tan™” favorite white suit is

embellished with sheer

Local malls end the year on an up note

By Susan DEMacGGlo
STANF WHITEN

Citlng Michlgan's record low un-
employment, atability In the midwest
ecanomy, and a confident year for the
auto Industry, area malls report holi-
duy business wus better than last

car,

“And there was so much pessimism
guing into the season,” sald Susan
Azar of Laurel Park Place in Livonla.

‘Without their final figures (due in
1ate January) mall managers were re-
luctant to post a percentage, however,
many said sales were up about 4 per-
cent over 1994, adding much of that
business came in the Jast week before
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By SUBAN DEMAGGIO

Brany Wiimn

Back in March 1976, the Taubman
Company of Bloomfield Hills upened
two regional shopping centers with
great fanfore and much publicity.

The gigsntic Fairlane Town Center
in the heart of Ford Country in Dear-
born drew thoussnds of fascinated
shoppers anzious to ride the peaple
mover from the Hyatt Regency to the
mall and browse along three levels of
retail collections.

Lakeside Center opencd at M.52
and Schoehnerr in Stesling Heights.
It was almost tog hard to find back
then in what wes known as “Mucomb
farm country.” But marketers knew
the plans for community growth
shead.
les McFee, genersl manager of
“aitlane Center, has operated both
ing centers in the last three

($88). For sunset cucktails,
just add the ankle-grazing
stretch-waist pleated
phisse skirt ($34).

A new kind of animal
8 print pairs exotic beasts
' with scrollwork on a terra-
cotta hack i, The sil-

years. He shares his insights with
Malls & Mainstreet readers.

M&M: Describe the typical shupper
at each center?

McFee: There really is no typical
shopper at Fairlane. We serve a di-

&
houette is a glamorous "40s sheath; 8 softly draped
sheer sarong adds morc sophistication.

How sbout Star Dust, a pavy blue bikini studd.
ed with tiny silver stars at $1007 The coverup is
an oversized gauzy shirt in the same starry pattern

for $160.

This suit is also available in tank and high-neck
atyles. Oberson is known for his attention to fine
detail, and this includes spending as much time
designing the backs of his suits 2s he does the
fronts. The back of the high-neck Star Dust fea-
tures wide tulti-strand straps.

Innovative twists
One suit, the Neptune, crisacrosses the body
with thin interwoven sheer and opaque straps, cre-

napired tank called Tango.

Look for delicate macrame and gossamer in-
serts, averlays of fine crochet and faux *‘vests”
that knot and tie under the bodice of a tank.

Por 8 bold dose of shine, there’s s metallic silver

i igh-neck

with the little hot pink tulle “Hollywood" juacket
sprinkled with sequins. Wow! South Beach, bere
we come.] love the suit called Yision, fasbloned in
" 2 bronze-textured rib lycra
with 8 stylized black floral
print. This style is avail-

able in o bikini, as shown,
& tank and & one-piece
with & surplice silbouette
{$96). The “go anywhere,
from ship to shors” co-
verup is a sleeveless
jacket ($96) and o

in the Bomerset in Troy.

Bon Voyage! Bring us back a little sunshine.
i is & Birmi resident. She

welcomes ise i 10 share with

readers. To reach her, call (313) 953-2047, mailbox

1889, or send g fax Lo (810) 644-1314.

LOOKING AHEAD

Whst to watch for i Malls & Mainstreets next
wook:

8 Presence 1§ explains why it's a destination

lAmvumhn'diﬂuhm'howg.lmn-
udson's store at Bomerset North,
%Bﬁ&!lm’nvﬁdh

Auto Show.
W Retail Dotails be.ofs you 0o the Istest markat-
place pews.

verse population in Wayne County —
Al i the largest group of
Arabs outside the Middle East,
Hispanics, Asians, the suburban
shopper, hote} guests from the Hyatt
Regency and Ritz Cariton on the per-
imeters of the center, and 50,000 off-
jce workers employed at AAA and
United Technologies.

1'd say the market is static; there in
no growth around the area unless you
look downriver or out past Plymouth.

Lakeside serves the middle-income

Christmas.
“It was swamped at Lakeside on
Chrl Eve,” said spok
Junita Gaulzetti. “In year's past most
whoppers were home with family on
that day, but not this yoar. Also, on
Dee. 26 the mall was packed with
shoppers. Everyons was looking for
those half-off apecials.”
Twolve Qaks manager Philip
Morosca estimated his center saw
buniness gains of 4.6 porcent over
1994
Al foue uf our depactment atores
wers up,” hu said. I noticed longer
lines for Santa, and un weekends
families were lingering in the center

Lakeside and Fairlane celchrate their 20th anni-
versaries this year so Fairlane will close early
Saturdays to host special events and Lakeside

longer enjoying the festivensas of the
veason."”

Livonia Mall manager Jeanno Hil.
debrandt sald her mall anchors, Sears
and Crowloys, each reported gaina.
She agreed with Morosco that more
famMles appeared to be shopplng to-
gether thin yoar.

“Aferall, Christmas is for the
kidn,” she »aid, “Qur luncheonn with
Senta and tree decoraling contests
were filled with children.”

Lauzel Park’s Azar sald a 95-per.
cent increase In mall gift centificate
soles wos an unexpected phename-

non,
At TelTwelve Mall in Southileld,

apply to our department stores, mov-
ivs or the sit-down restaurants,
In May, we'll premier the Fairlane
Youth Pops Orchestra, swarding 20
fy 000 scholarshi

will host community activities to be an d

for 20 Snturdsy nights (Jan. 6 o May
25) ot 6 p.m. to host functions for 20
of Wayne County's charities and civie
organizations, We're alsa contribut.
ing $5,000 to vach of these organiza-
tions to defray the cost of these spe-
cial events,

The early Soturday closings do not

arcs 1,

and hosting n series of concerts in the
mall's Grand Court. Auditione for the
orchestra will he held at the end of
Junuary.

In April we'll open two new family
restrooms that front on the mall and
are brightly lit. They'll have separato
entrances for men, women, and fami-
livs nesr Saks Fifth Avenue and the
United Artist movies, o young fami.

mansger Richan] Falr put sales up
over Jost year by 3 to 6 percent, with-
out actusl figurcs.” He added “and
thut's not a emall Increase for the hol-
idays.” He said the opening of Media
Play at the mall, helped boost shop-
plng traffic and wes in part responsi.
bie for the sales increaves.

Sally Victor of The Sumorset Col-
Jection in Troy reparted that some of
its stores had “doublo-digit holiduy
Increnses,” while others ssw eales fall

Mat.
“Unlike other centers, though, we
had a great October and Novembur
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Fairlane/Lakeside mark 20 years in 96

lies don’t have te send children down
dark corridors or out of the way lower
fevels to use the bathream or change -
diapery. '
Last month we debuted our Frog
Hop play area for toddlers, which alse
caters to the needs of younger fomi- |
les. v
We'll continuc our free valet park.
ing service Mondoy through Friday
from 6.9 p.m. especially for our
femele shoppers who don't feel com- |
fortable walking across a parking lot |

Seco 20 YIARS, DA
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post-war e family

although the market is changing with
new aubdivisions golng-in

north of the center featuring houscs

priced from $200,000. It's not unususl

for three genesctions of a family to be

secn shopping together at Lakeside.

Ma&M: At Fairlane, was business up
or down over last year’s holiday shop-
ping season?

McFee: Without actusl totals
which we'll have at the end of Janu-
asy, business was up a bit at Falrlane
sbout 4 or § percent over 1994, and
thst's just about what we predicted
going into the holldsys. It seems
we're agalost the natiopal trend
which indicates things aren’t so
healthy in otber regions of the coun-

uy,

MaM: How is Fairlane morhing ita
20th anniversaryl

McFee: We're focusing on the fami-
1y and sttempting to give back to the
community that has supported us
over the years. We're closing the mall

Falriane pushcarts: Euriier this year the Fa
vendars to its retail mix, naming them The Common Market.

s

irlane Town Center in Dearborn added aisle way

Neiman’s promotion touts fitness

No excusea,

It's the year to get fit o7 be tied to
sluggishness, excess body fat, the
problematic effects of stress, and
heart disease.

Neiman Marcus understande and
wants to help shoppers stey healthy.
From Jan. 815 the retailer is hosting
“Resolution  Solutions.” With any
$50 purchase, customers will receive a
one-liter bottle of Evian water packed
inside & limited edition black nylon
Neiman Marcus logo backpack, and
specis] behind-the-scenes proview
tape of supermodel Claudia Schiffer’s
new workout seriea “Perfectly Fit,"”

The routine was created by nation-
al fitness expert (and Royal Osk na-

tive) Kathy Kaehler who stopped by
the store to kick off the promotion.
Kachler graduated from Avondale
High Schoo!l and Hope College before
landing a job as Jane Fonda's Colora-
do spa director, which eventually led
10 a carecr as personal trainer 1o the
stars (read Claudia Schiffer, Melanie
Griffith, Michelle Pfeiffer and Can-

Bergen.)

Kachler also hosts fitness segments
on NBC's Today S8how, Her inspirs-
tional down-to-earth comments about
fitness wcre presented o # Junch
crowd in the Neiman Marcus Cafe
who Immedi-lzlywpteuod her with

h  ffocti

crcise equipments.

“In addition to all the medical rea-
sons for good nutrition and regular
cxercise, 1've found physical activity
gives you a positive attitude, puts you
in a great mood, increases your me-
taholism, your aelf confidence, burns .
fat, strengthens the muscles necded |
to post the skeletal system with
sge, and makes you a better time -
manager,” she esld. a~o-

*The ideal prescription is ezercida.”
that is regular, constant, performed:,
four to sixz times a week, for anywhe
from 156 minutes to 1 % hours. Apd=
work at a comfortable pace, that's sli -

about o
dlet pills, green teas, and certain ex-

Boo FITRESS, DA

Eccentric N

Retailers can submit news of upcoming events and
i Added A ions. The deadline

P for

the Wednesday before publication on Monday.

Send facts to: Mails & Mainatreets, Observer &
i 806 E. Maple, Birmingham,

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

presaure

P.m. ness Mantgomery Werd.
Wonderiand
(313)5224300.

Screenngs st Lhe mall from 11 8.m. 10 2

NITTE

ewspapers, Somerset Cobection, Bg Beaver/Coolkige. Troy.
48009, Or fox to: (310) 644-1314. ey 435006, oxi. 383, fid SATURDAY, JAN. 13
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 10 KUDS PROGRAN
MONOAY, JAN. 8 — Kidsworid Members imvitod 1o creete a hot chocolate
pany CoNTEST U ORMAL MCDELING ) mug and decorate it. |1 8.m. and | p.m. Wike sup-
Serxd ycax tavorts by $naganot (nfants 1o 4-year- :“‘M“:'""W‘:&mmw“‘“-ﬂ" Tol-Twelve Mak. 12 Mde/Tolegragh. Southied.
cids} by Fab. 20 10 the misl for 8 chence Lo win $100 W"““ms"’w‘,w West Bloomield, (810) 3834111
firat prize in *“Smie, Baby Smie™* contest. 810) 855-0822. 3 g
. Send L B Cracks, C/O -
Uvonia Makt Merchants Associetion, 26514 Seven wi NEETING
My, Livonie, 48152. 9:15 a.m, Bl Pramenn and Mary Borowsid of Com-
Livoris Mal. Seven newer walars' insurance
B 4781186, Matl 3o0rs apen kor welking at 7 a.m.
through A/cace 2 near Oiga’s Kichen. Walking
u—n::uu! . gam ence st 10 8.m. pre-
senior cizens inviled Lo actend Westiand Centar, )/ Warren.
dances, frst Mondsy of aach month {except hokdeys) {313) 425-5001.
11 8.m, Coftes and reSeshmerts st 12:30 p.m, )
oL} pan. Lower level
. Wayer/Warren. Wistiend. THURSDAY, JAN. 11
(313) 426-8005.
PR SIDEWALX SALE
singis Fifth Ave- Claarance-priced Rems Lroughaut the osnter
Cofl for g theough Jan. 15. How low will they o7 On Jan. 13,
through Jen. 13. the Amerncan Heart Assocetion offers free biood




