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Lay down tracks to fun in snowy suburbs -

‘ he best way to got through win-

. ter Is to moet it head-on.

8 In fact most people inter-

‘viowed for the weokly Community

Voice feature in the Jon. 4 Troy and

;;‘ h Eccentrics indi d just
at. .

“I love the cold,"” says Robort Line of
Rochester Hills, who spends 20 percent
of the winter north of Sault Ste. Marie
ice fishing and snowmobiling. »

‘T'roy resident Frank Dimercurio
likes to be outside fishing and hiking,

Russ Helgeno of White Lake also
“Jikes to be outside,” playing hockey
with his kida and ice fishing.

+ Only Sue Gibson opta for staying
‘warm inside her Rochester Hills abode.
T like to quilt.”

So ] hope Line, Dimercurio and Hel-
geno were as happy as [ was to see
Tuesday's snow.

1t fell os 1 was wishing we could have
snogged just a half foot or so of the
Sunday-Monday blizzard that buried
the East Const.

1t feld as I was still bemoaning that
we were left out of that earlier storm
that blasted Cleveland and parts cast

and eluded us by mero miles,

Lots of us, despite the temporary in-
convenience of driving as tho anow falls
and before it is clearcd, don't Jiko seo-
ing tho bare ground during winter.

The flakes thet fell Tuesday covered
those patches of grass peeking through
the lawn snow. And they added a base
to those sledding and tobogganing hills
from West Bloomfiold to Troy and
from Southfield to Rochestor, which
necd a slgnificant snowfall for opti-
mum fun,

Last weekend we could still cross
country ski along the two miles of
traile in the West Bloomfield Woods
and along the 4,2 miles raile-to-trails
course adjacent to it.

But on each run the snow became
harder packed, therefore icier, and
moro bare spots eppeared.

Which led four of us Monday, tennia
players all, to the tennis racquet of
winter — snowshocs.

We were hardly the first in the area,
according to Deh Seott, who rented
them to us out of Moosejaw Moun-
tincering in Kcego Harbor.

~JupiTH DoNER Beane

“Qur snowshoe business has dou-
bled every year,” says Scott. “We can't
keep them in stock.”

One sizo fits all as for as shoe size,
but we discovered a runge of overall di-
mensions, from a compact 8-by-22
inches and about 2.2 pounds for the
runner to the sizeable 10-by-36 Inches
weighing 4.6 pounds for the hiker/
backpacker.

All hod metal cleats to deal better
with those bare spots and ice then skis
can,

We chosc to experiment with the alu-
minum versions with fabric bindings.

- wood snowshoes with rawhide laces

. und steop terroin,

But Scott also sells the larger hard

modeled after the originals.

Advica in the snowshoeing guide she
gave ua turned out to be true. The
smaller, lighter snowshoe was good for
running, wet or icy snow conditions

Tho larger snowshoo was better on
flat terrain, and we can only guess on
lighter, drier enow.

As we mushed through the quiet
woaods for pure sport, the idea that
snowshocs spurred the earlicst migra-
tians from Central Asia north inte S)-
berin and Scandinavia some 6,000
years ago stuck in my mind.

And Scott, a naturalist who spent
cight years with the Audubon Socicty,
said corly North American as well as
current spowshoe design has been in-
fluenced by footprints of the beaver
and hare.

It bears repeating that the best woy
to enjoy winter is to mect it head-on.

So perhaps ice fishermen Line, Di-
mercurio and Helgeno will consider
adding snowshoeing to their range of

M The flakes that fell Tues- :
day covered those patches:
of grass peeking through
the lawn snow. And théy
added a base to those .
sledding and tobogganing
hilis frem West Bloomfield :
to Troy and from Southfleld:
to Rochester, which need a:
significant snowfall for op-
timum fun.

1 plan to. However, it can't be recip-
rocal. § draw a line in the snow at fco
fishing.

Judith Daner Berne, a West Bloom
field resident, is former managing edi
tor of the Eccentric Newspapers. You
can leave her a voice mail message at
(313) 953-2047, ext. 1997 or writc or {"E

outdoor activities.

Request is more than just local school

iggest mistake you can make is
to call it a “Royal Oak story.”
JUs a nationsl story, emanat-
ing from the South, The target is pub-
lic education, The story is the same;
only the names are diffcrent.

A splinter group of the Plymouth
Brethren, a small Christian sect, wants
the loco] public school district to pro-
vide it a special curriculum and envi-

srenment for 22 children in sixth-eighth

!grades in Roya) Oak. The school ad-
ministration hus dropped the idea for
this year, but this doesn’t mean we
won't see more of these proposal

program has exposed the error of Gene-
sis 1:6. Qur republic’s health program
has funded research into genetic cures,
the practical application of Darwinism.
The World War 1l movies shown this
year remind us of the need for all races
and creeds to fight together agoinat
Nozism, Fascism and militarism.

Who are these people, this faction of
the Plymauth Brethren? Well, they
avoided the press for weeks. The dis-
trict held a public hearing on the issue,
and no spokeaman from the group
showed up to give people the courtesy

No teaching about evolution. No sex

‘education. Separate entrance to Long-
fellow School. One teacher for three
grades, a re-creation of the one-room
wchoolhouse of Tom Sawyer's era. Sep-
arate lunch facilities. No coed gym
closses. No T'V or VCRs. No comput-
crs. Dress code for the kids.

Somie of the Brethren's

o laining what they intend to do
with our sales taxes.

According to a Detroit Sunday Jour-
nal aczount, members of this Brethren
spinter group don’t vote; they don't
apply for civil service jobs; they won't
belong to unions.

Oh, but it's all right for them to dip
into the state Treasury to prepare their

hildren for work in the 18th Century.

are harmlessly antique, but others are
distinetly religious. America’s space

No oversight profits schools -

5 n case you miased it in the hustle and bustle
' |l of the holidays, here’s the top of an Aszaciat-
«d Press story on the price Michigan taxpay-

ers may pay for charter schools:

“LANSING — Michigan taxpayers could be
asked to shell out $107.4 million more for cdu-
cation if Gov. John Engler reaches his goal of
200 charter schools by next fall, a report re-

jeasced Thursday says.

“The report by the Senate Fiscal Agency says

America has been through this fre-
quently in the last decade oz so.

The federal courts ruled against
Tennessce parents in Mozert vs, Haw-
kins County Public Scheols. The par-
ents maintained the elementary read-
ing series including “Cinderella,”
“Goldilocks"” and *“The Wizard of 02"
violated their fundamentalist religious
beliefs.

The federal courts shot down funda-
mentalists in the casea of Aguillard va.
Edwards (Louisiana) and McLean vs.
Arkansas Board of Education over laws
requiring that the religious doctrine of

creationism be taught on a scientific
par with evolution (Balanced Treat-
ment Act).

In other cases where fundamental-
ists controlled schools, they banned
“Lysistrats,” "Macbeth” ond “The
Autobiogrophy of Benjomin Franklin.”

The notion scems to be that parents
(guided, in the background, by funda-
mentalist preachers, of course) have
some ki.nd of constilutionul‘riglll to

r o .

; P
tendents, school boards end state de-
partments of education. They demand
a separate curriculum, free of referenc.
o8 to minurities, foreigners, environ-
mentalism, women in non-traditional
roles, *“The Diary of Anne Frank™ and
soon.

T'here's no such right, say the federal
courts,

Clark Durant, president of the State
Buard of Education, parrots their line
with his incessant references to “par-
ents."

The Plymouth Brethren episode is
the latest in a long line of cases where a

religious group sceks the tools (partic-

@ letter to the editor in care of this H
newspaper. .

threat

utarly the money) of government to
promote its sectarion ends. Sometimes .
they're mistukenly called “cosr va- !
tives,” but there is nothing conserva-
tive about their statist ogenda. :

Footnote: The religious right is fond
of berating public schools as inferior,

ferring to them as *'g t"” .
schools. Well, the Pontiac-Oakland Le~
gal News recently reported on how law |
school graduates fared on the July 1995
State Bar exam. .

“Government'* schools — Unjversity:
of Michigan, 86 percent passed on first
try: Wayne State University, 82 per-
cent,

Private schools — Detroit College of
Law, 67 percent passed on first try;
Cooley (John Engler's alms mater), 61
percent; U-D Mercy, 65 percent. :

Chief reason for flunking was “poor |
performance on the essay portion.” So
much for the the religioua virtues of
“rote” learning. Thank goodness that
our new public high school proficiency
tests will emphasize essays. .

Tim Richard reports on the local im-

plications of state end regional events.

& Excollence

taxpoyers would face the extra bill if just 10 per
cent of the projected 194,000 charter school stu-
dents come from private or home achools.”
. In other words, if o child whose parents have
been choosing ta pay the fees for sending her to
 private school now enroll her in the same in-
stitution, now cailed a “charter school,” the tax-
payers will be stuck with the tab. Called &
foundntion grant,” this year's public support
(or charter schools amounts to $5,536 per pupil
enrolled,
. As state Rep, Mary Schroer of Ann Arbor
said in response to the Senate Fiscal Agency
ceport, “What wo're secing in a lot of places is
schools that were private becoming chartors so
the vast majority certainly are private school
ptudents.” In Oakland County, for cxample, all
— every one! — of the charter schools now oper-
nting were formerly private schools.
- The record in perfectly clear, The stated pur-
pose for authorizing charter schiools in the first
place was to encourago innovation in the public
+ education. Frankly, I doubt that providing pub-
Yic funding to established private schools will
ol 1 s .

much

The maln innovation so far produced by char-

tor schools nppoars to be in finance: It replaces

. private resources with public taxpayer dollars

! 1o pay for children enrolled in private schools.

' This wholesale raid on the pubtic treasury is
taking place when both the Michigan Logisla-
ture and Englor have removed any trace of edu-
catlonal accountability or public overaight.

In rewriting the Michigan School Code just
Uefore year end, the Legislature eliminated the
requitoment that all schools — public or char-
ter — follow & mandatory school curriculum.

* Reault: Michigan is now one of two states in the
nation that have no common set of standards
defining what kids are supposed to loarn in
achool. ¢

Su religiously inclined parents may be
pleased at their savings when they enroll their
child, at public support, in a charter school that
offers a religion-oriented curriculum. They may
be not quite so pleased in a few years when their
child leaves school without the kinds of basic
nkills required to get and hold a good job.

‘Worse, without public oversight of the ex-
penditure of public funds, charter schools are at
risk of turning into lucrative scams to enrich
operators with taxpayer dollars.

Here's how: Take the per pupil foundation
grant of $5,636. Enroll 100 kids, giving your
budget a half-million dollara revenue, thanks to
Michigan taxpayers.

Pay your teachers lesn than $20,600 each. At
a {deairable) 20-1 student-teacher ratio, hire
five and throw in a fow fringes, bringing your
fabor budget to, say, $120,000. Scrounge some
materials and books and rent a building cheap
(from your church?). Add a aalary for head of
achool and a secretary. You've got total ex-
penses of, maybe, $300,000.

Then divvy up the $200,000 “profit” in sala-
rics and fees to your officers and directors. Not
bad for a year's work!

1s this happening now? Not that I can prove.
Can it happen in the future? I'd bet on it. 1a
thore any public overaight mechanism to pre-
vent this kind of scam? None whatacover!

Phil Power is chairman of the company that
owns this newspaper. His Touch-Tone voice
mail number is (313) 853-2047, Ext. 1880.
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With Confid < $1 997

BLOOMFIELD HILLS ONLY

{810)642-3000 » 1515 N. Woodward Ave.
Thursday & Friday 10-8:30 p.m.

Clinae 7595

I SPECIAL SUNDAY OPENIN.G l
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aturday 10-6 p.m.

All Sales.
Final

y of 6\ of inaported ore  emmame

Starts Monday In Detroit 4

(Bloomfield closed Jan.15-21) &

s




