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Terry Gilli-

LI o G

“Twelve Monkeyé’ thrills

PiEAse am's “Twelve REVIEW
- Mankeys'' serves

as a welcome ro-
minder of what
moviea should be
but scldom aro:
thought-provok-
ing, challenging,
visually arrcat-
ing, the kind of
experience  that
makes you want
——————  to discuss its Im-
plications the minute the house
lights go up.

‘Tho year is 20356, What remaoins
of the carth’s population lives un-
derground, the result of a deadly
virus from 1996. Scientlsts em-
ploy a volunteer criminal {Bruce
Willis) to go back In time, not to
change hlstary but to bring back a
sample of the virus in its purest
form o an antiduto csn bo found.

At first they screw up, sendlng
him to 1890 Instead. Here criml-
nal Cole meets Jeffrey Goines
(Brad Pitt), the lunatic son of a
fumous scientist. 1t is the younger
Goines, the history books say,
that formed the terroriat group
The ‘Twelve Monkeys, which
spread tho virus to various parta
of the world.

As Cole, Willis sports a bald
head with a UPC code at the base.
He forcibly enlists the help of
poychiatrist (Madeleine Stowe)
who slowly begina to beliove his
story. The two set out on & jour-
ney that reveais for each some
startling conclusions.

JOHN
MONAGHAN

COMING ATTRACTIONS

OPENING, FRIDAY, JAN. 12

“TWO IF BY THX SEA"
A dark comedy abaut 8 hapicss
thief and his smavter, more ambi-
bous gitrend, who find them.
setves stuck on an ekegant Cape
Coxt 1stand 8s they attempt 1o
fence a stoken painting. Stars.
Denis Lary and Sandra Buliock,

'DUNSTON CHECKS IN™
Comedy about 8 young boy and a
bay 0rDNZUBN who Causes a ke
eactement In a Now York hotel.
Stavs Joson Aleander, Faye Duna.
way.

‘The premise (s based on “La
Jotee,” Chris Marker's oxperi-
mental short filim from the 19608
where tha camera panned, tilted,
and z00med across black-and-
white atill framea. Gilllam has ex-
panded the story considerably.

In a time where directors like
Quentln Tarantine can rip off
ideas far more diroctly and call
thom thelr own, Gilliam should
be congratulated for giving credit
whero due. He's also one-upped
Marker by creating a visual world
that's experimental and mind-
blowing without alienating an au-
dience,

Giillam's previous il
“Time Bandits,” “Brazil, “The
Flsher King” — often left me with
the feellng that I had been
whipped, pummelod, then
dragged through mud. This for-
mer mcmber of Monty Python
has finally broken through the in-
herent coldness of thoso films
with characters that we truly care

about.

When Willis’ Cole ends up ina
lponoy bin, wo share in his diso-
rientation. He's heavily drugged,
giving the white Institutional
walls a fuzzy, claustophoblc feel.
ing only enhan by a wide-
lensed camera constantly placed
on angle.

The writers, David and Janet
Peoples, also insert 8 nifty twist
when the roles are reversed and
Cole accepts what the psychia-

“BIODOMI"
Comedy about & pak of misits who
et jocked Insice o maasive, self-
contained biosphere that ks sup-
posad (0 remain sealed for a yoor,
Stors Paudy Shore, Stephen
Baktwin, Williom Atherton, Patricla
Hearst,

*'DEAD MAN WALXING"*
Exclusively at the Main At The-
ave. True siory based of tha ex-
ponences of a New Orlaans nun
&nd het relationship with 8 desth
row Inmate. Stars Susan Saron.
don, Sean Penn.

trist has been telling him all
along (he's Imagining all this)
while she finally belleves hia dire
predictions.

Brad Pitt, atill trying to shed
that mantle of “sexiest man in
America,” apont some quality
Method actor time behind the
walla of 8 mental Jnatitution. His
creation, with one aye veering off
into the ozone, the other fized ina
mad, unblinking stare, In both hi-
Iarious and chilllng.

Giltiam createa some nice ef-
fects, espocinlly near the begin-
ning when Cole collecta opeci-
mens In the dovastated world up
above, Llons, tigers, and bears
now roam empty, enow-covered
city streots, Imagos weaved back
into the frame when Colo, in 1896,
begins to recognize cortain places
in thelr former glory.

Not since the late 1960s, when
movien Hke “2001: A Spaco Odys.
sey” were the Intellectual rego,
has a movio generated this kind of
discussion — and, for some, frus-
tration. Whother audicnces will
spond the required mental energy
on “Twelve Monkeys” and allow
it to reap the box offico it deserves
In still anyone's guess,

To leave a messoge for John
Monaghan, dial 953-2047, mail-
box number 1866, an a touch-tone
phone, fax him a note at 591-7278,
or write him in care of Entertain-
ment, Observer & Eccentric News*
papers, 36261 Schoolcraft, Livonia
48150, .

“EYRFORANKYR™
A rovenge Uutdor about 2 woman
who takes justics into her own
hands afier hor doughter's rapist/
kilier )3 8t froe. Stars Sally Fiekd,
€d Harris, Kiofer Suthertand, 0o
Mantagna, Beverly D'Angela.

SLAWNMOWER MAH 2: BEYOND CY.

Five yosra after the onginal, using
computers and vitual resitty 8 doc.
Lor rebuiid's Joba's mind and res.
(ores him (0 his former power.
Stars Patrick Berghn, Austin
0'Erien, Matt Frewor, Ely Pouget.
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