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BY BoB THOMAS L
AP NCWATRATUREA [ ] REVIEW

It is 1947 in & Zulu village amld -~
the peaks of South Africa. Black )
pastar Stephon Kumalo (James “Cry, the Beloved Country,”

Earl Jones) leaven his villageon a
personal mission to Johannea-
burg. Thue begins his Dantean
descent into hell.

His arrlval in the tis s

opening Friday at metro Detrolt
movie thoators, has been lovingly
romade by director Darrell James
Roodt and producer Anant Singh,

ho collat d on the admira-

harrowing. He Is frightened by the
trafflc and nolso, A bystandor of-
fers to buy a bus ticket for him,
takea the money and dlsappears,
Kumatlo finally arrlvea at a
church mission, whers a benign
young priest (Visu Kuneno) gives
him sheltor,

The rural pastor is secking hln
slstor, brother and mon, with
whom ho has lost contact, He dis.
covers hin sister (Dainbisa Kente)
haa turned to prostitution to sup-
poust hersoll and her child. The
brother (Charles S. Dutton) In a
alick who

W]

ble “Sarafinal” The first version
was filmed in 1951 by Zoltan Kor-
da with a very young Sidney Pol.
tler in tho cast. Paton’s book also
provided the basis for the stage
musical, “Lost in the Stars”
which becama a 1974 film,

The new “Cry, the Beloved
Country” fs a stirring rendition
marked by an Academy Award-
callber performance by Jamos
Earl Jones.

Lately nssoclated with roles as
gruff curmudgeons, Jones
roverses himself as the gentlo,

1 bewlldered man of

blacks with demagogic specches,
He carea only for himaell.

Kumule doggedly trudges the
city in search of his son, Absalom
(Eric Miyeni), He finds the wom-
an who is bearing his son’s child,
Finally, he discovers that Ab-
aslom is in joll, churged with the
burglary-murder of a white man,

Alen Paton's modern classic,

God. At times ho seems Ineffectu-
al, overwholmed by the personal
tragedies he encounters, as well
a6 the misery of black life in the
city, But in mattors of right and
wrong, he remains assertive.
Counterpoint to Jones is Rich-
ard Horris as tho affluent white
rancher who lives in the samo dia-
trict. The two men know each

Drama: James Earl Jones in Darrell James Roodt's
“Cry, The Beloved Country,” opening Friday, Jan. 12, at

metro Detroit movie theaters.

other by sight, but they have nov-
er met. It turna out that Harrds'
son, a cvil rights advocate, ia the
man killed by Jones' son.

The scene in which the twe
bereaved fathers meet and scok
d ding is a i

played by consummate actors.

Director Roodt desetves credit

for keeping the narrative moving
without pausing for preachments.
Tho film attains even moroe signif-
{cance than the earlier versions in
)ght of cfforts to end apartheid In
South Africa.

Tho Miramax rolease wan
adapted with great sensitivity by
Ronuld Harwood, Rating is PG-
13, perhaps for violence.
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A sampling of what's playing at | 888 Wnd”{ﬂpﬁ menjhn forms a Romantic:
ovie across with Elinor Dash-
metro Detroit as reviewed by Cathollc nun (Susan Saranden). S
John Monaghan A typically offbeat drama directed wood (Emma
B ADAT SHALOM SYNAGOGUE | DY Tim Robbinn. Starts Friday. Thompson)
29901 Middlebelt, Farmington B MAPLE THEATRE struggles to
Hills (810) 851-5100. Fitmn open | 4135 W. Maple, Bloomfield. All heep family
to the conununity st no charge, titles play through at least next finaces in or-
followed by coffee and discunsion. | Thursday, unless noted other- der and hide
wiae, Call (810) 855-8090 for in- ! .
“When the Loughter Starts, formation, ($6; $2.95 twilight) her longing
Tho Crying Stops,” 1996 film se- *Nizon" (USA - 1995). Anthony for Edward .
riea will feature “Yidl Min Fid1” 7 | Hopkine stars as the fallen preai- Ferrars N
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 14 and *Annio | dent in Olivor Stone’s challenging (Hugh
Hall” 7 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21, new film. As usual, the director G 0
Both films will be introduced and | employs quick editing techniquea ”ran ) in THE WORLD 15 HIS JUNGLE.
discussed by Ira Konigaberg, Pro- | and varied film stocks, resulting 'Sense and
fennor of Film and English ot the | in a movie both tedious (at almost Sensibility." TV gt LXENTIA BB
4

Unlvetxity of Michi Konlga-

half hours long) and

berg Is author of " The Complete
Film Dictionary,” which has gone
into its 10th printing.

“Yidll Mitn Fidl,” atarring Mol-
1, Picon, & Yiddisl performer, i
one of the classic works of i
dish cincma. About a young wom-

an who disguines herself an 2 man )

»o that she can juin a group of
Klezmer musiciens, this Alm
bursts with energy, gaicty and
music,

B HAIN ART THEATRE

118 N. Main Street at 11 Mile,
Royal Ork. Filina play through st
leant Thursday, unleas noted oth-
erwise. Coll (810) 542-0180 for in-
formatiun and showtimea. ($6.50;
$4 studenta and matinee; $3
twilight)

“Sense and Sensibility” (Brit.
ain - 1995). In yet another film
adaptation of a June Auaten novel
(and one of the best films of the
year), tragedy changes a family's
circumstances and altera the ro-
mantic anpirationn of ita daugh-
ters. Emma T) Alan

th
fascinating. Ed Herris end James
‘Wood co-star.

“Cry, the Beloved Country"”
(South Africa - 1996), Baacd on
the acclaimed novel by Alan Pa-
tan, the story of the reconcilintion
0i Lwo mon — one white, the other
black — who have each lost a son
to the violence of South Africa,
James Earl Jones and Richard
Harris star. Starts Friday.

H MICHIQAN THEATRE

603 E. Liborty, Ann Arbor. Call
{313) 668-8397 for information.
(86; $5 studenta/seniors)

“Pink Floyd's The Wall"” (Brit-
[sh - 1882), Through Jan. 13 {call
for showtimes). A rare 70mm
screentng of the oye-popping Pink
Floyd film, based on the ac-
claimed album and starring Boh
Geldof an a rock star whose emo-

tional walls lead to a mental
breakdown,

“Canablanca’ (USA - 1942).
Jan, 12 - 15 (call for gshowtimes).
In his quintessential perform-
ance, Humphrey Bogart plays
nightclub owner Rick Blaire,
caught up in internationel in-
trigue in World Warll. With In-
grid Bergman, Paul Henried, and
Claude Raines.

“Seconds” (USA - 1966). 7 p.m.
Jan. 16 - 17. Rock Hudson atars
in thia visually dazzling acience
fiction movie about a man who
geta o sccond crack at life with all
the advantages. James Wong
Howe provides the often bizarre
black-and-white cinematography.

M REDFORD THEATRE
17360 Lahser, Deteoit. Call (313)

537.2560 for ($2.50)
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“Top Hat" (USA - 1935). 8 p.m.
Jan, 12 - 13 (organ overture be-
gins a half hour before showtime).
Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers
tenm in perhaps their best loved
munical, The clagsle Irving Berlin
sanga include “Check to Cheek,”
*Ian't it a Lovety Day," and “Top
Hat, White Tie, and Tails.”

B SYATE THEATRE
2115 Woodward, Detroit. Call
(313) 961-6450 for information.

$1)

“The Usual Suspecta™ (USA -
1995). 9 p.m. Jsn. 15, Another
heist goes wrong -- but with a
twist -- in thin intenae, intelligent
thriller starring Gabriel Byme,
Chazz Palminteri, and Kevin
Spacey.

Classic Cinema Series opens Jan. 19

Gouthlieald’

Rickmnn, and Hugh Grant starin
a script written by Thompson and
directed by Ang Lee ("The Wed-
ding Banquet").

“Othello” (USA - 1995). Lau-
rence Fishburn stars on the mur-

dering Moor in a new adap

s Classic Cinema
Secries open 30 p.m. Friday,
Jan, 18 with “Dirtie Gertic from
Harlem, US.A." in Room 116 of
the Southfield Parks and Recre-
ation Building, 26000 Evergreen.
Tickets $3 per person and include

of Shakespeare's classic tragedy.
Keaneth Branagh plays the evil

light call (810) 424-
9022 for Information, reserva-
tione.

iago, who plants tho secds of
doubt againat the falthful Desde- Deboral Preston will give a
mona {Ircne Jacob). brief talk on the background of

“Dead Man Walking” (USA -
1996). Sean Ponn makes & wel-
Yome retumn in front of the camera
H

the story and time in which the
film waa produced. “Distle Ger-
tie" stars Gortie LaRue, Spencer

Williams, Francino Everett and
Don Wilson in the film adapta-
tion of William Somersect Maug-
ham's short atory “Raln.”

Produced in 1946, the film fol.
lows Gertie, a luaty, fun-loving
prostitute who s flecing the law.
Along the way, she arrives In Tri-

nidad and meets up with a stuffy,
religious reformer who is deter-
mined to make her change her
sinful ways,

Classic Cinema Series is pre-
sented by the Cultural Arta Divi-
sion of the City af Southfield, the
Southfield Public Library and
Potpourri Productions.
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