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STREET BEATS

Stripped
— The Rolling Stones

For a band in its 33rd year, the
g Rolling Stones have kept remark-
DI ably busy, Their most recent
® burst of activity began with the
“Voodoo Lounge™ album in 1994
B and the following tout is booked
- well into "96. In fact, Mick Jagger
snd Keith Richanis, co-chsirmen of the lecan,
crude rock 'n’ roll band that doubles as a well-
oiled moneymaking machine, have put out eithera
group or solu album almost every year since 1964,
However, the Stones have fallen into a disturb.
ing pattern. Five of their last seven tours have re-
sulted in live albums, the last few of which have
been largely panned and/er ignored. No matter
how good the tour or the studio album preceding
it, Jagger & Co. haven't released a truly great live
album aince “Get Your Ya-Ya's Out” in 1970, a
shockingly crude document which coptured the
electricity and power of the band in ita critical
heyvday,
“Stripped” (Virgin Records) breaks this pattern
— sort of. Released with the wonst of timing (bur-
ied benenth an onslaught of warmed-over
Beatlemania), it breaks from the usual greatest.
hits-reconded-in-th t di tadi
ums-around-the-world format. A handful of the 14
tracks are live, but most were recorded in rehears-
als, with one(!) overdub and a minimum of gloss
from one-time local resident/producer Don Was.
The reault in a vibrant, compelling, and the first
consistently themed Stones album in a decade.
While record store clerks and VH-1 VJs are
gouing to dub it “Stones Unplugged,” there is more
to the album. Devoid of Richards' familiar open-G
grunge, “Stripped” instead highlighta Jagger's
harmonica and Ronnie Wood's underused slide
guitar. Many of the songs are acoustic-based
Stonen clasicu, with enough obacure b-aides, un-
familiar album tracks and covers to keep the spot-
light off of the greateat hita.
Recording old songs may seem pointless and
comparisuns to the classic versions are inevitable,
« but "Stripped” rises to the challenge by occasion-
ally improving on the originals. One of the few
nods to the atadium show, “Street Fighting Man,”
|- an ideal apener. Relurmn( to it original acous-
the Richarda/Wood & lay is

Woving forward: Skeleton Crew just re-released its debut album "Pre-Historic . .

. Dig!” on the Georgia-based label Intersound.

Royal Oak band digs high tech

BY CurisTINA Fuoca
STAFF WHITER

Royal Oak-based rock band Skele-
ton Crew digs technalogy. So to tell
the story of its past and beyond, it's
delving into the future.

Intersound records in Georgia has
re-released Skeleton Crew's 1994 al-
bum *“Pre-Historic . . . Dig!" as an

eleclnfym(. both strumming with string-breaking
intensity,

“The Spider and the Fly,” the lament of n
tempted traveling musician with a girlfriend back
home, sounds better coming from an older Jagger
after a lifetime on the road, than it did in 1965,
Hllanounly ncknuwlec!mng his advanced age,
Jagger, eyeing a woman in & hotel baz, changes the
lyrica to “Shifty, thrifty, she looked about 50,”
backed by a slow blues strut.

In fact, his perfurmnnce of “Ang\c l’!p]lm the
original’s pi and makes
the song'’s 708 sentiment even more paignant.

The centerpiece of "Stripped“’ a cover of Robert
Johnson's “Love in Vain,” contains the Stonea’
f‘nl f-lu start on a record ever. Beginning with a

p and so: di ing studio
chatter, Jagger's undenuud be-uu(ully phrased
vocal eases the song into motion.

Whereas live he would concede the end to
‘Wood's great alide, that unmistakeable harmonica
unexpectadly sweepa back to steal the song back.
Here, lhe Stone: sound as wounded and mulful as
any they ever Isted. This
version smokes the original.

“Stripped,” which comes with a cool CD-ROM
preview of their upcoming full-length CD-ROM
project, is both a bargain and proof that the
Stones can thrive without the Telecssters and
stage moves. These are elder statesmen who can

do the job. — Todd Wichs

Winter season
is well under way

Judging from the amount of shows announced
this woek, the winter concert scason in underway.
‘Tickets for all shows are avallable at Ticketmaster
unless otherwise noted.

Barring any intemal strife, battling siblings
Liam and Noel Gallagher of Ossis play the State
. Theatre, 2115 Woodward Ave., Detroit, at 7:30
p.m. Snndny_ March 3. Tickets, $15.50, go on sale
st 10 a.m. Friday for the all-ages show,

Jm greats Branford Marsalls slso

p by the State Theatre at 7:30 p.m. Surnday
Feb. 25, Tickets, $21.75, go on sale et 10 a.mn, Sat-
urday, Jan. 13, for the all-ages show.

Radio darlings 7 Mary 3 and Pos plays an all.
ages show at St Andrew’s Hall, 431 I, Congress,
Detroit, at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 29. Tickets,
$8.50, go on sale at 10 a.m. Baturday, Jan. 13.

Rock band AC/DC and The Poor have an-
nounmd a second show for 7:30 p.m. Thumday,
March 28, at Tho Palace of Auburn Hills, 2 Cham.
. pionship Drive, Aubumn Hilla. . $25, go on

sale at 10 a.m. Ssturdsy, Jan. 13.

Disco act the Tramsmps perform at Industry, 15
8. Saginaw, Pontiac, on Pridqy. Feb. 2. Doors open
at B p.m. for the 21 and older show. Tickets, $6.

Techno/rock act God Lives Undannm comu
to the Shelter below St. Andrew’s Hall, 431 E.
Congress, Detroit, on Saturday, Pcb'ﬁﬂ. for an all-

all-ages show. TI are aveilable
mmumlmdm,mswlzuu.m
Greenfla!

(between Coalidge Highway and 1d Road),
Berk]q (810) 544-24885.
inger/songwritars Edwin

hanced CD, one which plays music
in stereo CD players and multi-media
presentations in CD-ROM drives. It
is believed to be the {imt enhanced
CD by a Michigan band.

Using an archeology theme, the
Skeleton Crew story is told in four
parts — "“Meet The Crew,” “Skeleton
Sounds,” “Videos,” and “Pre-Histor-
ic. . . Dig" each of which ia accessed
by matching icona of prehistoric etch-
ings.

The first level, “Skeleton Sounds,”
is a listening post where you can read
the lyrics and hear all 13 songs from
the album. A stone wall moves to re-
veal “Videos” on the next level where
viewers can see live performances of
the songa “In Sympathy" and
“Trumpeting Soul” filmed at the
Magic Bag in Ferndale.

"Meet the Crew" does just that —
introduces viewers to the band
through audio prufiles and pictures.
The last segment, *Pre-historic .
dig!” is a puzzle element 'hnu
reward, once the proper icons are col-
lected, is behind-the-scenes footage of
the band in the recording studio.

Enhanced CDs are

By ClrisTINA FUOCO
HTAYY WRITER

Withln the last year, record compa-
nies have released a alew al'_enhmced

“1 was totally amazed that the label
did this,” said the band's singer/
songwriter Bill Pilipchuk. “I had nev-
er even heard of it before.”

The enhanced CD is the brainchild
of Intersound’s Dick Bozzi. The band
signed a deal with tho label last
spring, and last summer Bozzi asked
Pilipchuk for footage. Luckily, vari.
ous friends of Skeleton Crew hed
filmed shows, the recording process
and interviews while the band record-
ed “Pre-historic. . . Dig!”

1 sent this whule box, like a care
package that you send to a relative
behind the Iron Curtain. I felt like
throwing a fruitcake in there aince we
all are a bunch of fruitcakoes.”

They took ail the information and
created the package based on the
prehuuzric title. “Pre-historic . . .
dig!" is Intersound’s first rock album
to be releascd as an enhanced CD.

Pilipchuk describea the label as
“kind of like o classic rock label. We
are the first new band that hasn't had
a pant.” Others on the roster include
Kanaas, the Guess Who (without
Burton Cummings), Edgar Winter,
the Bellamy Brothers and Crystal
Gayle,

The album was originally released
in December 1994 on Baltic records, a
Detroit indie label. Besides the CD-
ROM presentation, the new version of
the CD includes a bonus track “I'm
No Bad Boy.” The song line-up was
also reworked.

self-described horrible old photos of
the Cranberries, peek Inside a back-
stage trunk, and turn stage lighta on
:nd off. Cllpl lmm tha band's per-

at Wood, are also ac-

CDs. Here are brief d
the most recent ones. (Unless other
wise atated, the CD-ROMs are play-
able tm Windows and Macintosh
computers.)

a "Llul- Things” maxi-single by
Bush (Interwcope). The audlo por-
tion includes the hll "Lmlc ’l‘hlnp

cessible. The audio portion of “Doors
and Windows” jncludes an scoustic
veraion of the band's hit “Zombie.”

B “The Freedom Sesslons,’”
McLachian (Nettwerk). The CD-
ROM features soundbites from the
Clnadlnn superstar, videos, and in-
-hout hw l.c porchm

as well an two pr
tracks — a live version of “Little
Things" and “Bud.”

On the computer, viewers can sam-
ple the ! songs from Buah's album
“Bixteen Stone,” watch Interviews
with band members, videos for “Ev-
erything Zen" and “Little Things,”
and live clips of selected songs. A tour
of the band’s bus is available ss well
s an introduction to Bush's web sits
on the Intarnet.
® “Spew,” by various artists (A%~
fantio), The disc combines a mul-
timedla fanzine with full sterec audlo
tracks from nine of Atantic's new
artista: Detroit jazs saxophone playsr
James Carter, CIV, Collective Soul,
Dragmules, The Inbrods, Jewel, Rus-
ty, .llll Sobule and Sugar Ray.

di of
her artwork. The ludlo portion in-
cludes her rendition of Tom Waits'
“0ld 65" and demo versions of select-
ed son|
l"Tnlacnmmunlcnllon Break-

* Emergency Bmdcut Net-

"

(TVT). The group’s first full-
length sudio/video recording since its
[nception in 1991 includes 20 tracks
of mualc snd thru EBN videos play-

able on

Rich with texture and driven by Pi-
llpchuk‘: soaring vocals, *“Pre-Histor-
ic. .. Dig!" is a sonic landscape of
poplmck sensibility. The steady bal-
ance of clever guitar interplay, deli-
cate vocal Larmenles and a gently
hypnatic thythm section, allows the
group to mix their eclectic leanings
with mainstream appeal.

Soon sfter its release, “Pre-Hiatoric
. . . Dig!" earned the band critical ac-
claim. At the 1995 Motor City Music
Awnrds, Skeleton Crew camed top
honors as “Band of Tho Year” and
the elbum “Best Pop/Rock Record.”
The 1995 Detroit Live Muaic Awards
honored them with the “Best Detroit
Rock Band" and “Best Recording™
prizes.

Pilipchuk, a former momber of the
Purple Gang and Bitter Sweet Alley,
formed the akeleton version of the
band in 1989 when he met guitarist
Scott Christy. Their first project was
a remake of “Sugar Sugar” by The
Archies.

Scon afterward the two began col-
laborating on songs.

*1 didn't have a concept of a band
or anything. I wrote 30 moody songs
just purging my soul. it was my
lhenpy," Pilipchuk said.

albums "done in my head. I've gut ti-'
tles, the concepts, and practically all
the songs. 1 just den't know which
record should come out firat.™

For the next record, the group is
treading into uncharted territory.

“Things arc dramatically changing
now. On the next record we'll add
clectric guitar and there's a batch of
more sggressive upbent things that
are going to come out.”

For now, the group is taking care of,
the business end of things for “Pre-
Historic , . . Dig!" which wae re-
leancd nationaily Jan. 1.

“It's kind of weird. We have this
national record out. I don't have a
lawyer. I don’t have a manager. There
was really no need for a monager in
the carly days. We were five writers
who got together just to write songs.
Wo don't perform that much. Cur
;n-ln coneern s writing and record-
ng."

Sheleton Crew performs at the 7th
Houu, 7 N. Soginaw, Pontiae, on

doy, Feb. 24, with special guests

acoustic guitarist/key
banrdm Dan Heas, bassist/h. i~ Th
ca player Chris Badynes, and

d]:ummer Greg Tyler were folded into
the
Pilipchuk already has the next two

p Choir and Scott Fab.
Dooars open at 8 p.m. for the 18 and
older show. Tickets are $6 in advance.

For more information, call (810} 335.
8100. .

new music trend

Branchingout: The multi-medio group Emergency Broadcast
Network haa released mz debut [ull-lengthculbum “Telecom-

and
The CD is alec pu:lupd with an in-
teractive CD booklet, a Macintosh
floppy dlsc fututin; an Information.
packed fourney through EBN images,
liner notes, m:xp hlmny lyrics, mez-
an

l“Al.ln!nuu&wuunhwwu"

" offers
biopnphlu. lyrics, videos of live per-
formances, and Interviews. It alsc In-
vites the user to surf with Jewsl, viait

Park Zoo with the Inbreds,
and taste-test candy with Bunrm.
Hidden trapdoors and an “old
video grme round cut “Spew.”

o “Doors and W ," the
Cranberries (laland/Philips). Go
from room-to-room and hear different
songs, dlick on Items on dressers, ts-
blss and walls and ses visuals like

"

"asan

ture vultures and 1 wanted this CD
Plus to be an adventure,” sald guitar.
Ist/vocalist Dave Wyndorf, On “I
Talk To Planets,” viewsrs can de-
volve Wyndorf into primordial ooze
and prepars for inter-glactic travel;
uula trips with 91 vidao/animated

(ARM). A companion
pleoe to thelr 1094 ol

bum “Superunknown,” it features

four CD audio tracks (a live recording
of “Fell On Black Days,” an acoustic
vanlon of “Like Snldd.," “lllu Likes
Surprises,” and *| own"), &
ghostly video !oml. pterviews, and a
stal-orell that leads you Into the Su-

Monster
W(MK) “Monnnmu
nmw]um wcﬂma.w.

[

gl and take & journey Into the
astra! plane, Jt also showcases 24
minutes of video footage and 10

by The Rolling
their separate CD-ROM wll.h llu

h terviows,
iﬂfbsm"bywl-’tﬁ;

track one of tho full-length album.
# “Far Out,” Ginger (Nottwerk),

Also on track one, the full-length al-

bum includes short clip' of studio
l’oaugl, and Interviews.
“The Bo:

-n!u.nood CD by

{Reprise). Tho CD-ROM portlon of -

the album, which is available for Ma. |

elntosh computers only, features the
video for the alngle “Let There Be

Light," a musical pussle, and live -
{ooun. lnspired by the Arthur C. |
tarks book of the same name, the *

CDl-uu‘nrnlounn 30, Fans can

preview “The Bongs of Distant
Earth” by lo;ﬂn; into the Raprin

site;  http:

Videos and
whhbandmmbonmlouudm

- - . 1

www. MrluRoc.eomlMlhOldﬂ- (L

. r



