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The ofticial day of tribute to the lute
Dr. Martin Luther King is Monday, but
the commemoration of the messuge and
life of the sluin civil rights leader beging
thia week,

Today, for exumple, the Orchard Ridge
Campus of Oaklund Community Callege
will feature as guest spesker Dr. Reginald
Wilsen, author of “Civil Liberties in the
United States,” speaking on “MUK, Af.
firmative Action and the Million Man
March.”

Wilson's address, {ree and open to the
public, begins at 7 p.n. in the Smith The-
campus st 27055 Orchard Luke
in Farmington Hilla.

Friday ut the Highland Lakes Campus
of OCC, Richard E. Williams, Cakluad
(‘nunty s new dircctor of community and  duy.
minority affaics, will honor 14 high school
students foe essays written on the impact
of Dr. Martin Luther

Tickots to the 8:30 a.m. breakfast spon-
sored by OCC and the Lakes Area council

{810) 360-

or of Dr. King.

Luther

for Divumly are $6 and are availuble ot
3186,
On Mumluy, OCC will b closed [n hun-

Qakland County oftices will alsu be
closed Manday in hanor of King's birth-

QOukland University on Monday beging
u six week commemoration of Dr. Martin
King and
Month. A march is scheduled to begin at
noon at the Vandenberg side of Beer

OCC, OU events lead up to MLK Day

Luke. Thore will be a reception at the OU
Gold Room at 1 p.m.

A condlellght Vixﬂ will bo held at 7
p-mi. Monday, also at the QU Guld Room.

Other vvents next week include a book
forum — on “Rago of o Privitegod Class”
— at noun Tuesday at the Firezide
Lounge; Student Organization Day, 11
aan. Wednesday at the Oakland Centor;
Carver Doy for Minority Students, neon
Thursday at the Crockery anil & Gospel-
feat ot 7 p.m. Friday, alao at the Crockery.

African-American

Cop

from page 1A

had to call sl the area depart.
ments near where tho guy was reg.
Istered.”

As tho rural arca rapidly be-
came an urbun one, Hills pollco
had to ineve quickly to keop up
with advances in crimo detection
and communication, Godwln was
o largo purt of that changing ap-
pruach.

“luspectar Godwin hoiped de-
velup the CLEMIS (Court and

Law
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lon Syatem) and the en.
haneed 9-1-1 aystom,” vald Hills
Palice Chief BI1 Dwyer.

Al Godwin, who also served
far severs! years as o volunteor
firefighter, suid his duty as paint
man in developing the deparnt.
ment's  communication  systom
wan “a fat of fun."

As he moved up the ranke us o
putrol alficer, detective and ad-
ministrator, Godwin could see

M As the rural area
rapidly became an ur-
ban one, Hllls police
had to move quickly to
keep up with advances
in crime detoction and
communlcation.
Godwin was a large
part of that changing
approach.

that the nuture of police work and
the type of officers needed would
also huve to chonge.

“At ane time there was very lit-
tle truining Involved,” he suid.
“You canld get out of high school
and become o police officer.”

Gudwin's wife of 35 years, Caro-
lyn, suys with pride lhut her hus.
banid wan a pioneer In improving
his cducation, Godwin carned a
buchelurs degree in criminal jus-
tice from Madenna University
and completed his course work for
o muonter’s in criminal justice
from Michigun State University,
all on o part-time basis at his own
EXpLAbe,

1e was really o ploneer,”
Carolyn Godwin said. It was
hard with kids at Imme. But he
cauld see the future.”
ief Dwyer ugreed that
started u move by officers
me hetter trained and edu-
. something officers in the
department conglder part of thelr
professional development.,

*Tom was, } think, the first to
really pursue that,” he said. “Now
mast of our command officers
lm\ hochelos's and master's de-
"hey are n|wnyl getting ad-
dllmlml training."

Godwin credited the township’s
ieaders, including furmer Supervi-
sor Curt Hall and Trustee Ear]
Opperthauser, for trying to mod-
ernize the department and train
its officers,

“They woanted to give the peo-
ple o goud police department that
way really qualified,” he said.

The years have brought profes-
winnnl aatisfactions and some un-
usuak turns.

“The day I was hired there was
o bomicide,” he naid. “Then there
wasn't onc for seven yesty,
think.”

“The night sfer he ook over in-
vestigations, Fermington Rills
police were in on the arrest of the
Qukland County rapist, a cose in-
volving the FBI, the county and
other sgencica. It was one of the
first cares where DNA evidence
wan o key in solving the case.

But for s}l the profesaional sc-
complishmenta, the private Tom
Gedwin has reveled in his family
life, doing stints as a bascball
coach and mentor to his now-
grown children Tommy, 34, Susic,
31, Jeanie, 30 and Maribeth, 27.

Al my kids got to play,” he
;m;.n with pride. "And we won &
ot.”

iltlwndiﬂg to meny teen sui-
cides and crib deaths are nol
cvenls a psrent soon forgets, he

najd.

““Those {suicides) always both-
cred me,” he ss1d. It was so herd
10 kec 8 young person that way.
You'd wonder how Lad something
could be for them to take their
own Jife.”

Although the profession hes
nuffered [ta share of criticism,
Godwin says the community sup-
port in Farmington Hills has
made duing his job easier.

“) think the community sup-
port for the (public safety} mil-
loge and for the golf classic (to
Lenefit surviving familics of Hills
officers? was like s theok you.”

Godwin plans to do some trav.
eling and do a lot of relaxing in
the coming yesrs of retirement.
He'll enjoy spending mure time
with hls two grand chlldres,
Shennon, 9, and Kylh. 10
months, and his pet collle BIl,
cocker o Max, calico cat Ka-
e and blue point Kitty Cat.



