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Safety tips

Horo are sotme chim-
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Godwin of Fireplace &
8pa in Canton.
Clean your chimney
once m yoar, even
though you'rom
“weekend burner.”
Contact a chimney
cleaning company
that's licensed.
oMako aure you havo
& cap on your chime
ney. Bxoept for
Santa, no other crit-
ter should come
down your chimney.
sLock up your chim-
ney. You should soe
daylight coming
from top but NOT
from tho sides, If
daylight is viaibla
from the sides, you
may have crumbling

. morter jointa,

*Check for creoscts
deposlts. Croosots la
thick, wora like
gum then soct. I
you can't ace defini-
tions in the mortar
Jjolnts, you may have
. to buildug

place has been the favorite gathering spat of

eeed frionds and family. Fow images are as inviting,

. as heartwarming, as the rosy glow of crackling flames.
It was the huge oak fireplaco in the library that Jured
Dennis and Laura Standbardt of Birmingham to buy a
Victorian style homa cleser to the city’s downtown arca

rocently.

*It's & vory traditional English fireplaco. It comes
from London and waa built in approximately 1840. It's
all red oak and measures approximately eight by aix
foet, The entire library, the molding and the paneling,
was designed proportionately d the fireplace,”

Home fires keep burning

Wood burning [
But what if
you'ra a purist, like  §
the Standhardts,
abaolutely in lave
with the lock, the
smell, the sound of

crackling wood?

hearths for thou-
sands of years and
is nature’s renew-
able heat source.
gunt remembor,

said Donnis Standhardt, an interior designer and pres-
ident of Standhardt Design in Bloomfield Hills.
The fireplacs, which was reconstructed around an

exiating masonry

- However, the Standhardta have no plana to alter ita 36-

. by-30-{nch opening. .

* “Instesd of the officiency of a contemporary heat-sav-
ing unit, we want to proserve the English tradition,”
Dennin aaid.

-Today, the heat-efficlency rating of factory-built gus
. and wood-burning fireplaces, as well as gas and wood-
burning insorts for existing masonry fireplaces, can
exceed 70 and 80 percent. And for woed-burning units,
- burn time is longer, meaning less wood is conzumed.

Ipuovations S
One of the iirmpartant innovations in tho fire.
place industry has been diroct-venting. Santa may very
woll have to start using the front door becausa gad fire-
places can bo installed without & chi busti

opening, imn't exactly heat efficient.

, the aver-
age apen flreplaco
sends 89 to 100
percent of the fire’s
heat up ths chim-
noy. It aleo drawa
warm air from the
room it's intended

ing insert, which
i to

according

Hearth & Home
magazine could
increasc your heat-.
ing efficlency by
750 percont.
However, Godwin

C
wastes aro routod directly from the fireptace to the out-
aide wall, . :

“Gas direct-vent came out abont eight years ago. It

p ta a new niche. It eliminates the chimnoy from
going ali the way up to the roof,” said Rob Matiyow,
genoral mannger of Atlas Venecrs and Firoplaces in
Troy, one of the area's largest indspendent firoplace
companiea, Gas fireplnces account for about 80 percent

*t of Atlax’ sales. e

Dramatic firoplace dosigng aye possible with direct-
venting, like a three-zided gaa uhit'in tod wi

[y iy i =
solution:

doors and grate
heater. .
"Wh:& {nu Imn':‘wuod gnu can clo:he tho ;i:f;:. The
grato ta own blower, drawing in the coo n the s .
home and blcwing out the hot air” he aaid. main ﬁreplace n
Fireplace lovers know, however, that having a fire- the Birmingham
place is about more than just heating efficiency. It's.. home of Dennis
sbout esthetica. . and Laura -~
Like her husband, Laura Standhardt loves the Standhardt was

in o docorative peninaula. The flreplace can be
installed sevaral feet from & wall as k
£ pips has direct cutaide access. In tioa, both gas
ood-burning fireplaces can’ be direct-ventod
through the- roof, alloying for installation againat
as free-stan

£
E

#inside walls or dingenita -0 gy

I you have an existing mascory &

. ;:: want more heating cfficlency u:gp!:am,‘loc.
- Thosn inserts ai "ul!‘-eontnlna?'. ‘viewing ‘furnnces”
. that includs gas logs, blowers and glass doors. .-

*'*Tho insart makes it posaible to heat 1,200 squirs
8 to 16 conta an hour. In contrast, a gua

“log with & 100 percent opened flus costs 35 cents to

per hour. In' addition; your furnace wurks two

- h&mﬂma:‘ml?cwoﬁ'mil:uuu?'b::id&
course, if all you want is a gas log, p in mind

not alf logs are croatod equal, Thero'a elay ceramic and

" sand and shell coramic, Terence Godwin, mssistant
demonstrated

manager of Fireplace & Spa in Cantan,
the differenco in his company’s ahowroom. When he
turned both typﬂe:lon and off, tho clay log retained the
*rosy glaw" much longer.

"!'h:lehy will hold the hoat and give it back to you.

When you turn it off, you'll loas some heat up thochim.

ney but the log still radiates it back to you.” he said. .

of the big oak fireplace in her new Home's * pyi
e memelor wood and marbto froploce 1n  Uuitt about 160,
i years ago and is

m~m‘r!w_deofredoah.

the upstairs master bedroom emm..mo
.an existing ' wan

larger counterpart, whose chimney it
antique and was reconstructsd arodnd
mcmopenln(. . T

: "th a fanntel and beveled mirror, all ons piece. It's

“veally beautiful, It's extremely dry now. It nopds to be
nourizhed with lsmon oil. We've alwaya had newer,
contamparary homes and having something old like
this is very m:hl.' she said.
* For a fow thousand dollare and a visit to n firoplace .

;. showroom, you can create your own fireplece.
* You can custom frams a gns ar wood: unitina
variety_of rich woods and marbl del

that allow'yoh to view your fire from multiple sides.
Godwin tells nll his customers, “1 can make them
anything thair heart deeiroa.” -

LD

On the Cover:

This three-sided, direci-vent gas fireplace vents out
the back, allowing usable space above it, It becomes a
decorative room divider.

Photo courtesy of Atlas Venecrs and Fireploces.




