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“Givo themn a deop soak," ho says.

Damage during the wintor season
jan't caused by the cold, but rather by
the loss of moisture that can increase
with drying winds continuously blowing
over thom, of when they are growing in
warm, sunny spots. ‘Tha rcots aren't
ablo to take up molsture from frazen or
dry xoll to reconstituto tho plant.

Alternative

Instead of burlap, Slezinski says,
“Wo use Wilt-Pruf, an antitranspirant,
and wpray it on these plants to help
them retain thelr maisture. We have
found that it is also very effective on
boxwood,”

The entitranspirunts arun't to bo
apcayed on arborvitus and some other
plunts, so be sure ta read the label and
follow directions exactly. 1t's best
sprayed the firat tlme around mid-No-
vember and then resppliod during vur
Junuary thaw, when the temperaturo
huw beon under freezing for 24 hours.
Faliar gas exchange, noedod for photo-
synthesis, shouldn't bo a factor, bo-
cause It is leas critical in the winter,
therefore, the antitranapivants are OK.

“It's best to not try to remove heavy
wet snows, or ice from these trees,”
Slezinwki sald, *Just let Nature take its
course.” At this time the branches are
brittle and may crack and broak.
Powdery snow can be shaken off.

If you find winter damage when
wpring arrives, semove only doad wood

on evergreons; iU's not necessary to
pruno  winter-injured needles. Don't
drastically prune planta that aren't ev-
ergreens; wait until the buda opon when
dead wood can bo readily seen. Thoy
will recover moro quickly than one se-
verely pruned or not pruned at all.
Plant of year

The P ia) Plant Assoclation has
unnsunced that its choice for tho 1990
Plant of the Year is Penstemon digitalis
“Huskor Red.” This plent, with bronze-
red foliage, is splendid when it blooms
during July and August with masses of
white Nowers,

1t prefers o sunny to light ehady upot
with well-drained wlightly acidic soll
and can bo uscd as o mass planting in
borders, an accent plant or 8 epecimen.
It ia & fine cut Nower, “Husker Red's”
average height is 30 inches. Baroe-root
plants of “Husker Red"” can bo planted
most any timo during the scason, from
early spring until one manth before a
hard killing (rost, Potted plants need ta
be planted at the same depth thoy were
in the pot. Try it with plants with silvor
follage such as Artemisie “Powis Cas-
tle" and Achilten “Moonshine.”
Notice

Ta tho gontieman who pthoned about
the Great Britain trip: Ploasa call me at
(810) 044-2178.

Marty Figley is an advanced master
gardener based in Birmingharm.
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