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A Birmingham native who now works in
Chicago has won a major architecture awsrd
for a houso he deslgned in Orchard Lake.

-4 Dirk Denison, 38, recoived the Certificate of
 Marit.in the Distingulshed Bullding Awards
for dentgm of the Piku House,

‘The American Institutc of Architects Chi-
cogo awards ara among tha moat coveted in
the country due to intense competition. The
Piku House edged out nearly 100 ontries.

Denisan, a Cranbrock graduate, attended
the University of Michigan. He hotds a bache-
lor of srchitecture and moater of businesn ad-
ministration from the Illinois Inatitute of

PikuHouse: Dirk Denison, who rew up in Birminha
award for this house he designed in Orchard Lake.

Architect wins major award
for Orchard Lake Piku House

m, has won a major

“It's very contemporary,” he added. *Open-
nessa of apace allowe cach room to be flexible
and allows one function to flow into another
space.” .

Judges were improssed with Denison's ef-

fort.

“There |s a bold and clear use of matarials
and of ths aite,” commen rederick
Schwartz, AIA Now York. “The integration of
the housa with the landscape is superb.”

Providing Jargo wall surfaces and expansive
counter aurfacea for an extensive axt collection
wan a primory design consideration. In addi.
tion, several now art works were commis.
aloned to be d into the srchil

Pechnology. He al2o has a master of archit
ture from the Harvard Schoal of Design.

‘The Piku Housa wos commlssioned in 1089
as an empty-nest residence planned for one-
floor living with secandary spaces located on
two lower levels.

‘The house, 5,000 square feet, has three bed-
rooms, office, family room, living room, dining
room and two kitchens.

The offect of natural light, particulazly the
actting sun, played a cruclel role in the design.
The living room fircplace reflecta the ever-
changing light.

Denison, currently in private practice, also
scrves aa associate dean for acadomic affairs
and director for graduate programs at the Illi-
nn;a ln:llluba of 'L[‘!tchnnlogy. Chieago.

“The things that really d the
whape of the house was the canfiguration of
the site — long and narrow and a change in
elevation of 18 feet,” Denison said.

Clogged toilets

AP — Toilcts and draina can be a mess
when they'ra clogged.

1 0 aink, tub or toilet doean’t drain proper-
ly, try using s plunger firat. Place the
plunget’s cup securely over the drain hole and
vigorously pump the plunger handle up and
down about a dozen times to force the trapped
water through the system. On a bathroom sink
or tub, plug the overflow outlet with a wet
cloth hefore using a plunger.

To make your plunger more cffective, amear
a little petroleum jeily around the edge of the
cup to create 8 better scal.

With a clogged toilet, the blockage is mast
likely in the toilet itself, Usually an object
gets stuck in the bend of the trap.

If you can see part of it, you can retrieve an
item that your toddler dropped into the toilet,
for example, without too much fuas. Slip your
hand into a plastic bag, grasp the item and
pull it out. Then turn the bag inside out. The
item will be in the bag and your hand will
remoin dry and clean,

If plunging fails, try using a water closet
(toilet} auger before calling a plumber. The
auger, avsilable at hardware stores, has a lex-
ible cable running through s shaft, with a
springlike tip. The end of the cable is inserted
into the drain hole and the handle is cranked
until the tip bites inte the clog. Crank the
auger's handle s bit more, then slowly pull out
the clog or break it up by moving the handie
back and forth.

§f & plunger doezn’t work, place a bucket
under the P-trap, the looped past of the drain
pipe below the sink. Put on rubber gloves. 1t
the trap has a drainsge plug on the bottom,
open it with a pipewrench and fish out the
debris. Otherwise, loosen the slip nuts on the
trap with 3 pipe wrench and remove it. (Wrap

INTRODUCING BRIGHTON'S
NEWEST COMMUNITY

WoopLaxp Lk |

Cuucm homes on half-acre lots 1n 2
scenic, wooded new community in
Brightos. Unijue three and fous bedroom
plazs from which 10 choose with gasden
and walkout basements available. 1-96 10
Grand River exit #1853, nght

for tho Plku House was
John Grissim & Associates, Farmington Hills.
Marlin Construction of Grosse Pointe wen the
generul contractor.

can be a mess

the jawa of the wrench with clectrical tape 80
that they don't scratch chroma fiztures).
Chack the trap for shstructions by Inserting &
straightened clothes hanger wire.

)£ the problem fsn't in the trap, Insert & flex-
ible wire-snake into the drain pipe in the wall
at the point where the trap joins it and work
the anake in as far as it will go. The snake is
longer and more flexible than tha closet auger,
letting you resch into drain plpes. When you
fee! the snaka encounter the obstruction,
crank its handls to force the tip into the clog.
The cranking will eltherbreak down the clog
or let you pull it out with the snake. ARer
connecting the P-trep sgain, run water
through the drsin to be sure it's open and that
there's no leak.

You can also use chemicals to open clogged
drains but they usually have limited effect.
Because they must ba heavier than water to
resch obstructions, they settle In the bottom
of the trap and won'tgo much fasther.

CAUTION: Dr-ln--;lunlnc gbemi:da

Iy d i or spl

onto the eyes or skin, Resd the directions
carefully snd store lelRovers out of the reach of
children. Never use a plunger after pouring in
s chemical in a drain. It's u sure-fire way to
splash chemicals on yourself. Be sure to wlla
plumber thet you've put chemicals into 8
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Discover the unique
homebuilding program that atlows
you to do the work or the
subcontracting yourself. By
eliminating the middleman, you
can save money and eam equity
potential.

We provide attractive construction
financing, NO HONEY DOWN

on Hacker then right on dlg,.
Hyne P.oad Open Fri-
Tues. 11-5 pm. T | Comgmee a

on materials and your iand does
not have to be paidin full. |
SEM2
Date: January 16
Time: 7:30 PM
Location:  Holiday Inn Express
Warren, Mi
1-800-343-2884 -1 |
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to captivate your i
5000 Town Center
Residences fulfills your-exs
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need and desire,
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+ Endless Panoramic Views
+ 24 Hour Concierge
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+ Doorman Service
+ Valet Parking Available
+ Lighted Tennis Courts
+ Heated Outdoor Pool
o Private Health Club and Sauna -
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+ Washer and Dryer in Every Home, -

 Close to Expressways and ’}1 '
Transportation

+ And Much More!

LI

One Bedrooms from $70,000
Two Bedrooms from $99,000
Three Bedrooms from $163,000 :

Sales Center is open daily 10 a.m. - Sp.m_:(
Sunday Noon - 5p.m., and by aj

Realior participation invited. Comp 3 vaket parking for modd coodominium visitors.
to change without notice. Exclusive saarketing by Town Center Realtors, Lnc-
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