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SHoPPING CENTERED

See the softer side
of the auto show

# | meandered through the auto show this
A week, ! reminisced about the cars I've

awned and how the models have changed
an my lifestyle has changed. | think women ure in
sume ways mare practical amd savvy car buyers
than men.

We are nat easily swayed by bells and whistles,
ar even status. We want a sufe environment for our
chilitren, salid Qoors and anti-lock brakes, casy ac-
cessibility for car seats and grocety bags, quiet,
comfort, and sporty (yet feminine) styling.

My fiext car was # practical Toyota Corolla that
dependably trunsported me to and from college
and expunded somehow ta hold trunks and over-
Alowing boses on move-in days. After | was mar-
riedd and became pregnant, we bought a metallic
green Oldsmohile Cutlass with o swisel driver's
neat that allowed o growing tummy to get in and
out of the car with eose.

As the fumily grew, the vehicles grew from s
cumbersome brown Plymouth sedan to the first
of 8 string of station wagons. We had s Chevrolet
“woodle” (remember the snazzy woodgrain
sides?) another slightly smaller Chevy wagan, and
finally, & yellow Votvo station wagon. The Valvo,
with standard isaion and ubsolutely no
frills, was our car for the long haul — too ¢xpen-
sive, but built to last.

And it did. Qur kids, the neighborhood kids,
und various soccer and swim teams depended
upan the big, boxy banana-mobile for more thun
10 years. It was heavy duty, safe as a steel vault
and didn’t have s cup holder, a cassette player or
autamatic anything. imagine!Finally, when the
Volvo made its
Inst earpool run,
we opted for
what the kids
called the
“sports wagen."”
Yes, we were
. still at the sta-

tion wagon stage
BMW 23 (which today is
the minivan stage), but we wanted slecker atyling.

Today, with two kids in college and a 16-year-
old at home, I finaily have o car that can not, and
will pever, bold more than five people. Phew!

But, I'm at a brand new stage in my life. I'm
ready for small, fun and sporty. My favorites at
the auto show? Just park that BMW Z3 roedster
in my driveway. Or give me a Miata, an Acura
Integra sports coupe of even that sexy little Sa-
turn 8C2 in white or light plum.

What did other women choose &8 their fovorites
at the auto show? Rlianne Docs of Detroit
drooled aver the Chrysler Sebring. Chris Mor-
risroe, public relations director at Hudson's, sec-
onds the Sebring selection.

“J've been wanting a Joep Cherokee,” ahe said,
“But, I think I could essily get my boys and the
dog in the backseat of that gold Sebring converti-
ble.”

With a one-year-old baby, Marilyn Sawyer of
"Froy, likes the four-door Jimmy or the Mercury
Villager. “The Jimmy is big enough for my very
tal) busband and it’s easy to get the car seat in
end cut,” she zaid. “Plus I love the fun
colors.”Sport utility fans should check out the

. new Toyots
RAVS4, the fave
of Susas Thom-
as from Livo-
nia “It’s new
and cool, more
rounded than
A m Explorer,”
Satum 5C2 The disap-
pointment of the show? The Cadillac Calera may
not have much going for it in the Jooks depart-
ment. It wes described by onlookess as “boring”
and “styled jike the old Taurus SHO.” But it does
have a three-driver memory sysiem that automati-
cally xets your mirrors acd sest, heated seats,
heated water squirters and ewing-out cup bolders,
amenities that this woman definitely finds to her

mlinchadimbilalmdc' nt of Birmingham. '/
) hondise infe ion from

She
tailers to share with readers at (313) 963-2047,
mailbox 1889. Or fax comments 1o (810) 644-1314.

New Hudson’s plans services

Hudson's new Somerset North store in Troy wilt

to be,”

be a medern version of the “way Hudson's used
ding to the h to

the aperation.

BY SUSAN DEMAGGIO
STt WHITRR

Here's the scenario.

It's September 1996, You're putting
uway your summer sling-backs and
white feather sandafa and you realize
you need new shoes for all thoso fall
suits. So what da you do?

You've been meaning to check out
the new Sometzet North mull in Tray.
After all, Nurdstrom which opened in
August, is famous for its shos selec
tivns and excellent customer service,
And that much-publicized new Hud.
sun's in at the other end of the center.
Where will you buy your shoes?

*Why Hudson's of courue,” laughed

‘Payless’
for your
groceries

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
Srur Whitak

Laooking to lower your grocery bills?
Janet Janiga has the answer. The 40-
sumething mother of four knows how
difficult it is to stretch food dollars.
“That's why at Payless Groceries in
Livonin, Janiga offers canned foods,
cercalu, dry gooda, cleaning products,
and heaith and besuty sids at dis-
count. Compared to msjor chain
stores, the slightly blemished seconds
drastically reduce costa.

“We're a decp discount store with
85 to 90 prrcent of the products at
half off except for coffee, pet foods,
and dispers. When cereal in $4 a box,
this is a real bargein at $2,” suid
Janiga holding up a box of hrand-
name corn flakes. “And because it's
discount, we don't deal with anything
perishahle, no produce, no bread.”

If you cook or bake, it's no secret
the prices of bottled herba and spices
have skyrocketed, Caraway scedds cost
nearly $3 for about 2 ounces on aver-

Sce PAYLESS, 3B

Judith McCabe, Hudson's manager of
the soan-to-bo Samerset North store.
“We'll e tho stare of chaice. You'll
find we've struck s balance between
servico and sales by listening to our
customers, We'll alsa have the right
merchandise, We have a atrong vision
for this store and { intend to mald it
into what our custemers huve heen
asking for. 1 can't wait to moke it
happen!”

McCube, recently moved ta Troy
fram Grand Rapids where she man.
aged aperations at Hudson's Wood-
land Mall store, She sald ahe asked
for the Samerset Narth positlon the
minute she learned of the company's

plans Lo open store number 22 at tho
new shopping centor.

“I've beon In rotail almost oll of wmy
Ilfe, caming from & rotall famlly,"” said
the mather of two grown daughters. '
ligan my career nt the Pennoy Co.
I'vo opened several other stares for
Hudson's."

In Grand Raplds, McCabe was ac-
tive in many community evonte in ad-
dition to her rotall dutics. To cscape
tha long wurk hours and mountains of
peperwork, ehe and hor significant
athor enjoy walking and reading at
their Luke Michigan cottage. But she
admitted spare time Is minimal those
days,

McCaba in peruonally interviewing
personnel for sales associate posi-
tions ot the Hudson's Somersct
North staro. She's accopting applica-
tions through the company's North-
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Managing director: Judith
McCabe is hip-deep in store
ening plans for Hudson’s at

Hco HUDSON'S, 3B

Somerset North.

JiM JAGOFELDIETALY PHOTOGKAPNEN'

Stocking shelves: Janet Janiga of Payless Groceries in Livonia puts boxes of reduced priced
canned goods on the selling floor for customers who love u bargain.

Presence II is more than a gift shop to clientele

By LESLIE SOLOMON
BTarr Wurmrn

Leslie Ann Pilling 35, was o frus.
trated shopper. Now she's 8 succeus-
ful entzepreneur.

Ax the owner of Southfield’s Pres-
ence i, she specializes in offering her
customers jewelry, home accessories,
antiques and collectibles.

and one pair of carrings, their busi-
ness adventure began. They starting
selling merchandise ot home partics,
st concessiona n stores, and in
boutique shows.

leslie Pilling's big break came
when a friend told her about sume va-
cont store spoce in The Claymoor
epartment building on Franklin st
North Southfield. Pilling

“If you're going to do it, do it
right,’” the gutay Pilling ssid. “Jump
in — two feet, heed first, straight in,
and that's how 1 did it.”

it's been aix years since she opened
Presence 11 and even though it is lo-
cated off the main shopping strip, her
unique merchandise — utilizing 380
artists from 33 countrics — and ber
] touch, keep customers com-

A home b was |
when Pilling and a friend couldn't
find any esrrings they liked. With $16

n
(now sole owner) made the decision to
lease the space in onc hour.

ing back,
And they come hack for the jewelry.

Women can come in with an outlit,
and if it needs a bracelet, necklace or
carrings, Pilling crentes it right then
and there or takes apecial orders.

She also makes straps for antigue
hondbags thet cen detach and be
worn a8 necklaces.

“Peaple in this srea renlly love un-
usual pieces,” said Pilling. “"So Pres-
ence 11 carries upusual, hard-lo-find

Sce GIFT SHOP, 2A

Retailers con submit news of upcoming events and
promotions for Added Attractions. The deadline is
the Wednesday before publication on Monday.
Send facts to: Malls & Mainstreets, Qbserver &
Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham,
48009, Or fox to: (810} 644-1314.

MOtDAY, JAN. 15

LOOKING AHEAD

What te watch for it Malis & Mainstsots next
woek:

8 Glove lessons mother pever
luu.&mdmmmmﬁ‘ﬂ-m.

8 Retail Details briefs you on the latest market-
place pews.

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 17

INFORMAL MODELING
ICR FISTIVAL Fashuons trom Hersh's prasentad noon 10 2 0.m. dur-
Avvsdd Sawntown ot sculpture $how ng unch at Stage & Co.
through Jan. 30. Mus, more than 300 Ratve Amert- Orchard L. West
cn 24 1 BLALOSION L0 amber On O 810} 855-6622.
iy B¢ Hatrew West Galiory. Navajo carver Brion Be-
the gaery 10 a.m. 10 SotNg.
%W.Am‘lbaf .. THURSDAY, JAN. 18
(313) 455-8838.
BABY CONTEST SDEWALK BALE
Bargaing at **11atch "em up prices,” Uvough Jan. 2}
Sernd tavorite body $NApAhOL (vAMNA 10 4 -
T o oo ek st 8 charie 20w $ 100 Toi-Twoive Mad. |2 Mie/Telcgraph. Southiusd.
Arst prizg ¥ Smile, Baby Smile’” snapahot contest. (810) 3834111,
Marchants Associstion, Seven FRICA ,
Mte, Livonie, 48152, —J‘_MI_’
Livonie Mal, Seven Mae/Jiadiebels.
8104781166, operyeds anas
SIDEWALK SALE Jen. 2} . Family fun during repdsr mall hours. Spart
ore Lhan 50 retaders Ciear the way for Lonng fash- Ccalabrives , tmes 10 be an-
ions with discounted winter menchandise. Last day. nounced. Contact mall fof mons detass.
Regdar moll hours. Livorka Mas. Sever: bkie/NiIBeON:.
wau:-ucaulv Wayne/Wasron. 81014761166
(313 4255001 MADISGAL EVIE
SALE Hagopian Wond of Rugs hosts Detott Orakono Sod-
Mak's tamous 5ot The Dot™* seems-annual oty mermbers Gesnne Bourges, S0pranc; Liss Niel-
Clowrance sale through Jan. 21, reguler business s0n, S%0; Rysn Waile tancor; and Mark.
hours, RoAuCed-£NCe Methandisd LgLed with Large ), DOrOTMING Music
GoLs Bwoughoul the Canter. 8:30 p.m. Refreshmants begin at 8 p.m.
Oakiand Mall. | 4 Mde/Jotn) R. Troy. 5. Woosward.
@10) 788-4356. 810) 99-2323.
MALP-OFF SALE PRIDAL TEA s
Tonder tashion doutique has desipns half-off through roquired.
Jarvary. Compllasontary. Call for dolalis. et ding Ki-
271 Wes kdagie. oganes” shew/besefit, Jen. 33, st Towvnsond
@10 2580212. s Strmingham. $13 tiekel £064 0 Oskizad Conn-

1y’s Chitd Adace and Hoglest Councl. Bridal ven-
338 West Mapio. Bamningham.
(810) 6458669,
R Show
CAMPING WORLD HOSTS ANMUAL BHOW AND SALE
tarough Joa. 23 from 10 s.m. 10 § p.m. Nowest med-
ols and sscesseries on '+ ploa 40Ot
advice boeths. Call for cataleg 2.

(313) 699-2267.
SATURDAY, JAN. 20

ANTIST RECEPTION “
Meet Ruth Alen from 1] 4.m. L0 4 p.m. at The Art
Galiery and view hot dried botanical and folric crea-
tions. On Jan. 23, meet watevoolor and oll peint artist | -+
Patty Averbach S0m noon 1o 6 p.m. M
Groat Oaks Mak. Livomois/Walton, Ruchester Hits. B
(810) 689-8544.

SUNDAY, JAN. 21

STORYBOOK SUNDAY

*Tha Lion King." resd by Chrts Edmunds of whiC
£80i0 1 p.m. Works Kiis Press, musicel Uroupe per-
forme songs from the Dsney mavie, Fergus the
rﬂ«mmrmlwlmm.
ing mat R thov iids.
Faitane Town Center. Southieki/schigan. Desr-  * |,

born.
313)893-1370.

MONDAY, JAN. 22

REALTH RYRNT

Froe blood prassuwrs screoning and ""Tips on Keeping
Hew Year's Roschstions,” 8-10 #.m. in Jacoboon's
Court. Co-sp0nsoned by mad and Batstord Gonerad

Larel Park Flace. Sis Mae/Nevough. Livoris.
1313) 4821 100.




