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Teacher chalks up
praise for state’s
education reform

nble to share with readern my thoughts

on education every so often. Being pub-
lic schoo) teacher, 1 am probably going to rattle a
few of my co-workers,

Sonate Bill 879 amends the atate’s School
Code of 1976 and has somo profound changes
tucked inside its many pages, The House Educa-
tion Committee reporied ita version to tho full
House in December., ‘Choice’ wan not included in
the House Education bill. However, it will proba-
bly be reintroduced in the new session of the leg-
inlature.

Allowing students ‘choice’ in the schoal dis-
trict thoy choose to attend is n ginnt step in the
right direction. Rep. Bill Bryant, R, Grosse
Puinte Farms, wauld like to ‘cap’ the number of
students o district could accept for ‘choice’ nt 10

ereent.,

1f students live on the border of two districts,
for te, Wost field and Farmi
Hilly, choosing o district closer to home makes 8
great deal of wense, Almost atl usc of ‘choice,’ 1
belicve, will be mode by students in such situa-
tions, simply becuuse transporting youngsters is
a prablem with so many working parenta,

Dr. Robert Maxfield, nuperintendent of Farn-
ington Schools said, “In our achool syatem we nl-
ready have a pumber of students whose parents
work for the Farmington Schoals and pay tuition
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A & n guest columnist, [ feel fortunate ta be

@he Farmington Abserver

COMMUNITY LIFE

Beatrice
Pringle saya
she's “just
lucky” to have
celobrated her
102nd birth-
day. She doesn't know the
secret to longevity, but
wishes she knew.

By MARY RODRIQUE
BTAYY WRITER

Whoover nald that life bogine at
50 munt have had Beatrice Pringlo
in mind.

Pringlo recently colobrated her
102nd birthday at Grand River Vil-
lage rotiremunt community in
Farmington, whoro she has lived
ainco giving up her own home five
yonra ago, ot the age of 97.

At an oge when most peoplo are
thinking about retirement, 62, she
went to wark as a cashier at
Women's Huspital in Detroit. She
worked there for nine years.

She learncd to drive a car when
sho was 67 and then continued to
drive until she was 94,

8o what's her secret for a long,
healthy lifo?
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Centenarian plus 2 has no aging se

cret
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Make a wish:
Bea Pringle
recently
turned 102
and celebrat-
ed the occa-
sion at
Grand River
Village with
family and
friends.
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“I have ro idea, I wish I know,”
sald Pringle in o recent intorview in
her cozy one bedroom aportment.

“I'm just lucky, 1 guess.”

Friends and family recently
joined together at the center to cele-
hrato her birthday. She was born on
Dec. 28, 1893 in Ontario, Cannda.

She wan raived in Waikervillo,
long ago annexed by the city of
Windsor. The cast side neighbor-
hood near the Hiram Walker Dis-
tillery once housed many of its
employecs, hut Pringle's father
didn‘t work there. Ho waa a brick
mason.

She was the eldost of five chil-
dren. Aftor gradusting from Wind-
sor Collegiate Institute, the only

high acheol in the aren, her father
sent her to Normal School in Lon.
don, Ontario. There she boarded
with an English family for one year
and was trained to be a school.
teacher. She spent three yoars
teaching school in Wolkervillo be-
fore she met her American husband.

“I met my husbend at a dance on
this side of the border,” said
Pringle. In those days, cross border
commuters could buy 10 forry boat
tickets for 26 conts. A strectear at
the foot of Woodward Ave. would
take visitors to various downtown
destinations.

Pringle remembors visiting
Kern'a, Hudson's, Mealcomb's, En-
dicott’s, the Washington Arcado,

Himelhoch's and Sander’s, whore
for 10 cents she could buy a won-
derful soda. At that time, Vernors
Ginger Ale hod a plant on Wood-
ward at the rivor and would sell a
glues of draft ginger ale for 6 cents.

Her husband, Leo Borst, was a
salesman and they had threo chil-
dren — Virginin, Bob snd Beatrice,
Now a widow, all of Pringle's chil-
dren live in Michigan, Sho olso has
four grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.

When ehe turned 100 twa years
ugo, her family hosted o big porty
in n hotal with meny friends and
family present.

“There werc so many people
thore 1 hadn't ecen in o long time,”

she recalled.

Although most of her siblings
died in their 70s, Beatrice still has
one living sister, Eva, who will be
100 years old this month.

“This past summer, she moved to
Las Vegos to be with her daughter,”
Pringle gaid.

Grand River Villago activitica di-
rector Sue Koivuln says Pringle is a
true inspiration.

“She's sharp as 8 whip and she
has & good memory. She can walk
on hor awn and she doesn't toke o
single deily medication. 8he's o
lovely woinon.”

At 102, Pringle spends her doys
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MICHIGAN DESIGN CENTER

Semi-Annual
Flooyr Sample Sale

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20 , SUNDAY, JANUARY 21
9 AM-5 PM 12 NOON-5 PM

THE VERY FINEST
INTERIOR
FIIJ:HNISHINGS

HOW EVEN MORE
SAMPLE SALE
AREAS OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC

Some Showrooms Closed, bt

Iucing Flagsta'“ an S
Refinance Now!

Due to stellar growth, First Security Savings

ligietad for your wingow viewiag
bl lMANN TI'lIJEFAcUISUI REEHS mm: has changed ilts] namg t'? Flagstar gank.
at's more, we've changed the way you bank.
MICHIGAN DESIGN BUSINESS! Flago!ati heegzk exp'ediu-)si the mongage :
consumers process with video conlerencing, so when you
¢ ;gc‘“d?:'.mw apply for a mortgage you can speak directly to
one of our underwriters. This not only enables
@ All ltems so!d AS 15, all you to immediately ask questions, it also allows
sales final us to give you on-the-spot answers, and
. must be mad slrearzllna the whole application process down
Paymeats %0 an hour.
by CASH OR CHECK Flagstar. We're still the same great bank, with
® You may take-with or the same great service that made First Security v
smangements so highly acclaimed - only faster and better. .
mast be made st time of Bacause banking has a new star... Flagstar 3
purchase & cusioenes’s Bank! : '
exponse; delivery must .
be sccepied within 10 :
days 30 yoar fixed rato 7.210 :
15 year fixed rate 6.781
1year Adjustable rate 7.905
33.00 Admisston T R S R
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st [Flagstser Bank.
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