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varly 200 individuals filled
the gynnasium of South-
field’s Bimey Middle

* School on Jan. 7 for the grand

“ 1Tt was incredible,

upening of Church on the Go.

said Pastor
Mark Yurich, who welcamed fam-
Iy, friends and o host of new faces
to join the six month old congre-
gation. “We're off and running.”

Dioncering a church was not
samething Yurich and his wifu,
Jill, uriginally set out to do. For
the last 13 years, the couple had
committed themselves to building
children’s und youth ministry
progeams in Oakland County.

But Jast January, Yurich begun
to sense a new calling after spend-
ing a week of praying, fasting and
seeking God.

“The Lond talked to me
-through Mark,” recalled Yurich,
n.h-mng to Bible verse Mark
16:15. “Jesus tald his disciples to
go and tell the Good News to all
people.”’

For Yurich, the verse became
the spark that put him and Jill
*“on the go for Christ.” And Jill
was very receptive to leaving her
vomfort zene ot an estahlished

_church and taking a leap of faith

zojcumcy out on their own,

“Wa (cel we're on an express-
way for God and olhcm will merge
with us along the way,” said the
mother of two.

The Yurichs founded Church
on the Go with four other individ-
uals last June in their Oak Park
home. And through word of
mouth, the fledgling congregation
quickly grew to 25 active mem-
bers who today comprise the
group's core.

“Qur mission is reaching
adults, teenagers and children
with the love of God and the Good
News of Christ,” said Yurich,

‘The non-denaminational, fami-
Iy-oriented chuech has a char-
ismatic flair and places a strong
emphasis on teaching the Word of
God. For children and youth, the
Gospel is brought o life through
costumes, drama and puppetry in
a “Sesame Street” approach.

Thou;h the chuech is in its ear-
1y growing stages, Yurich scems

less concerned with membership
numbess.

\umhenz mean nothing unless
you're doing something for God,”
it Yurich, “The key to growth is
to put sunwlhmg in the people’s

. hands to do. It gives people own-
i eeship of the church. My job is to

in the military, serving aa a drill
sergeant ond an army recruiter.
Since founding Church on the Go,
he has returned to the secular job
market on a part-time basls and
Is employed by Mr. Sponge
Waterproofing. Jill s now a nan-
ny.

‘The Yurichz, who are both Roy-
al Oak nltivu. enjoy boating and
camping with their grawn chil-
dren, Lisa and Joshua, Eventual-
ly, they hope to leave their part-
timo jobs to focua all their efforts
on Church on the Go.

Dean and Shelley Teaster have
known Yurich for slx years and
have witnensed the apiritusl ef-
fects of his ministry.

“Mark has a knack for reaching
pcaplu in such a way that they
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Energized by God: Singing praises at a Sunday service are
Pastor Mark Yurich (left), Jill Yurich and Beckie Goode-

moot.

delegate responsibilities and let
the people run with the gifts
God’s given them.”

Jill, who likes to cook for hun-
dreds ot a time, plans to distrib-
ute lunches to the hungry un
corners,

I've got a gift of hospitality
and I'd like to uae this gift for
uther people,” said Jill, who oper-

ated a licensed day caro center in
her home for 15 years before com-
mitting to Church on the Go.
“\We're putting wheels on the
Gospel and doing what the Biblo
nays to do. People want to get out
on lha strects and do what Jeaus
did."

Before entering full-time minis-
try in 1988, Yurich spent 13 years

d what God is all nbout
He's right there on every

tevel,” snid Shelley 'l‘cnncr, l
computer operator. “Wo wanted
the opportunity to be partof a
new creation of the church, The
whole concept of what they're
doing Is what drew us in."

Last October, the Teaaters be-
gan opening their Boverly Hills
home to Church on the Go for
weakly warship servicea.

“In our home, we could only
hold 25-30 people,” said Teaster.
“With the building, we're ablo to
reach more people, which ia our
goal."

COMMUNITY MESSENGER

Community Messengor fea-
“tures spintual announcements

. myohng Oaktand County rehg-
" "lous institutions. Wate: Commu-

nity Messenger. Bebels & Values
Edrtor. Obsenver & Eccentnc
Newspapers. 805 E. Maple, 8ir-
rmingham, Mi 480089. Qur fax
number s (810) 634-1314.

"B ARMENIAN WORLD LEADER

His Holiness Karckin 1, con-
sccrated last April as Supreme
Tatriarch and Catholicos of AN
Armenians, will visit Southfield
the fifth stop among seven cit-

“fes in his Eastern Diocese itiner-

ary.
The Armenian Apostolic Ortho-

dox Church’s new world leader
il it Oakland Cuunl) ona

Cultural Center in Southfield.

The theme of Karekin's trip is,

“A New Era — Church, Youth,
Community”, and he will empha-
size interaction with the church’s
vouth,

St. John's is the largest parish
in the United States with 15,000
members,

Karekin's local itinerary begina
with a bricf reception Friday at a

private hangar at Detroit Metro-
palitan Wayne County Airport.

There will be a service at 6 p.m. at
St. Johi o which leadent of
many religions from all over mlb
ropolitan Detroit have been int
d, plus political and other (hgm-
taries.

At 7:30 p.m., there will be a
banquet ot the cultural center,
then the next day's events begin
with a Mass at 10 a.m. His Holi-
ness will addeess Armenian chil-
dren of metto Detreit at noon and
at 6 p.m. Saturday deliver a spe-
cial message to young Armenian
adults.

The Supreme Patriarch, also
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called the Catholicos, is seated at
Etchmiadzin, near Yerevan, the
capital of Armenig. Karekin was
conseerated April 4, succeeding
deceased Catholicos Vasken 1,
who died in August 1994 after
leading the church for nearly 40
years.

‘There are close to 1 million Ar-
menians in the U.S. and Canada.
Of them, 30,000 arc Armenian
Church members who live in
Michigan.

The Armenian Church is &n in-
dependent Christian church, It in

SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET

not part of Eastern Orthodox
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churches or Eastern Rite Catholic
churches, though it aharea many
of the same beliefs.
il UNIVERSITY OF LIFE

First United Methodiat
Church, 1583 W. Maple, Blr-
mingham, is offering six new
University of Lifo classea for
adults, 7:30.9 p.m. Tuesdays, Jan.
23, 30 and Feb. 6. Classes include
an overview of China; Why John-
ny Can't Tell Right From Wrong;
Personal Investing; Coaking Tips
From Experts; For Better or For
Worse, and Adult and Infant
CPR.

EW shlpments arrlmng EVERYDA
one of a k|nd ou of carton, dlscontlnued floor

OPEN 7 DAYS

| Leap of faith le ch on the Go

Teastor currently sorves the
church wherever she’s neoded.
Her husband, who owna Mr.
Sponge Watorproafing in Troy,
serves on tho church board and as
an unher.

For the last 10 years, John and
Becky Goodemoot of Troy have
watched Yurich refocus his minis-
try from children to adults,

“Whon Mark began sharing his
vinion, my husband and I knew
we were meant to be a part of it.
So wo hitched our wagon from the
very beginning and jolned in
pianeering the church,” sald
Becky Goodemoot, an office man-
ager for Wayne Stato Unfversity,

“At Church on the Go, 1 have
the opportunity to serve however
God wants to usc ma. There are so
many opportunities, so many
places availsble for poople to
serve. It is so much fun to bo
dolng things for God.”

Goudemoot serves ns greeter
captain and as a member of the
praise and warship team. She also
hetpod design the church's wel-
come packets and the 5,000 grand
opening Myers that wore distribut-
ed throughout the city of South-
field in Decomber.

“It's incredibly exciting to be
able to ahare this with ather peo-
ple,” said Goodemoot. I hope
that wa never allow peoplo to bo
lost in tho crowd. This is a church
where we want people to reach
thelr full potential.”

Yurich's 13 years in the U,S.
Army taught him character, integ-
rity, organization and to lead hy
example — gifts he casily bringe
to his ministry. And as he bullds
hia church with mature Chria-
tiana and the unchurched aliks,
Yurich continues to stress his
“KISS theory”. . . “Keep it sim-
ple, saints.”

Church on the Go holds Sunday
morning worship services at 10
a.m. ot Birmey Middle School, on
the northwest corner of 1-696 and
Evergreen in Southfield. For more
information, cali Pastor Mark Yu-
rich at (810) 414-3299.
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