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A good show

So many care about diversity

ou've got to hand it to the people wha

put on that Rainbew Recognition

Awards Breakfust Tuesday ot the
Farmington Hills Activities Center.

A lot of us fefR feeling good that so many
people — more than 200 attended the function
— care sa deeply about the racial, ethaic and
cultural “diversification” of Farmington.

Tt was o good show and well-received, But,
ling pasitive about diversity isnt
these days — despite how hard
they might appland speeches about tolerance
and brotherhood at some breakinst.

Anyone wha reads the papers or watches
TV news knows that's been some high-profile
erime in the Farmington area invelving black
and foreign suspects.

Let’s be honest: When it comes to crime (big
time or small putatoes), people do natice Tace.
They might say they don't, but they do. Are
the perpetrators back? [s the vietim white?
Or i3 it the other way around? Te same subur-
banites, it's almost a relief when everyone in-
volved in a crime is white.

Again, in the spirit of being open and hon-
est, we have ta say that it was crime, or fear of
crime, in big, bad. black Detroit that filled the
suburbs like Farmington Hills with subdivi-
sions and shopping malls and people.

There were too many murders, toe many
drive-by shoatings, too many crack houses, toa
many carjackings, tou many schoalgirl rapes,
too many abandoned houses and businesses,
too many weed-choked lots.

Just after his 1973 election, Caleman
Young, Detreit's first black mayor, told the

it

crooks and thugs to “hit the roud, hit Eight
Mile Rouad!” Problent is, very few crooks and
thuys felt compelled to tuke him up on it.

Members of the taxpaying middle class did,
however, and the roads they hit led to the
growing, prosperous suburbs in the metropoli-
tan area.

And now is Detruit's crime and violence in-
vading the suburbs? People read the papers
and wateh the Six O'clock and conclude, yep.
Forget diversity, they think, let's cheek the real
estate listings for Milfurd or points nurthwest.

Residents neruss the metropolitan acea — in-
clhuding Fammington — have ormwed diversity
sk forves to teach toleranee and undenitanding.

It's & neble undertaking, but toe often it
comes off us a bunch of white liberals chanti-
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‘Because every: ‘We exist in a

ag. “Here's race in your face!™ and p
your ticket for o lung guilt trip. The implica-
tion is: "You're white, you live in the suburbs,
you must be a racist. Hang your head.”

Happily, thut doesn’t seeim to be the case
with this mauthful known as the Farming-
tan/Farmingtan Hills Multicultural/Multira-
cin} Community Council.

Their message seems to be that we all have
to put aside these stereotypes, such as blacks
seeing whites a8 insensitive racisty, aad
whites secing blacks us ignorant and violent.

What has to happen — and what will hap-
pen if the Multicultural Council keeps up the
good wark — is that people must come togeth-
er and realize that we all have fears. But if we
communicate, we can overcame them. If we
communicate, we can live tagether and maybe
even enjoy knowing each other.

State dodges fine arts issues

tate luwmakers are moving 180 degrees

in the wrung direction in keeping alive

our fine arts, performing arts, cultural
heritage and hiatory.

First, the Legislature this fiscal year
hacked 26 percent from the budget for arts
and cultural funding.

Was it because the money wasn't there? No,
for Gov. John Engler is now boasting of signing
21 tax cuts into law, the latest being the single
business tax and a one-time income tax il

Second, the House, by a heavy bipartisan
majority, approved a bill allowing Detroit,
counties and groups of counties to form cultural
distncts and levy up to 1.5 mills of the property
tax for 20 years. If the Senate were to approve
House Bill 5394 without change, the effect
would be to shove the burden of arta and cul-
tural funding off the state and onta local units.

Certainly that cventually could have an im-
pact on a wide range of cultural programs,
such as musical groups in Lake Orion, Farm-
ington, Birminghom and Southfield; arta cen-
ters in Birmingham and Rochester; and
theatrical groups in Clarkston and clsewhere.

The timing is 50 bad that the bill amoeunts
to & dirty trick on local government. Less than
two years ago, voters approved Proposal A to
achieve a major cut in property taxes. Now
lawmakers are telling us that, to keep arts
and culture alive, we must start jocking the
hated property tax upward again.

For the metropolitan Detroit region, the
timing is worse yet. Much of Oakland County,
all of Macomb and suburban Wayne countics
last year voted an increase in property taxes
to pay for public transportation. Meanwhile,
becauss Oakland Community College's state
aid wasn't keeping pace with inflation, let
nlone preparing for the future, voters last
June hiked the property tax again.

Every five years, Ookland voters are asked
to renew their parks millage. And while Pro-
posal A helped public schools’ operating bud-
geta, schools still must levy taxes for new
consipuction, renovations and equipment.

At some point — prubably very seon — vot-
ers will again sny “Enuugh!” and reject higher
property taxes us o way of meeting necds from
which the state is walking away.

Private donativns aren't the answer,
though philanthropists deserve hearty
thanks, Even European nations, with royalty
and millionaires, use government us o Eource
of putrition to keep arts and culture alive.

Business needs to make a profit. It caters to
mass inar Business can eperate theme
purks like Disney World, but it is ill-suited 1o
preserve our cultural heritage.

HB 5384 contains internal flaws, too.

In setting up cultorul districts, it appor-
tions board members on the busis of county
commissioner districts — a fuir way o run
county government but an inefficient way to
tap cultural knowledge.

If Oakland County (pop. 1.3 million) and
Detroit (pop. less thun one million) were to
wind up in a single cultural district, HB 5394
would guarantee Detroit the same hanrd rep-
resentation os Oakland. Clearly that would vi-
olate the principle of “ene persan, one vote,”
known in the U.S. Constitution as “cqual pro-
tection of the laws” nnd in the Michigan Con-
stitution a8 “equal benefit” of gnvernment.

While HB 5394 provides for audits to keep
cultural districts honest, it creates still anoth-
er level of single-purpose government that or-
dinary citizens can't keep an eye on. How can
they be expected to ride herd on the bosrd of
dircetors of a cultural district?

Funding arts and culture on 8 small scale is
the job of municipalities and on any metropoli-
tan scale of state government. Qur governor
and lawmakers need to make a heroic effort to
1) quit playing politics with tax cuta and 2) find
the money for arts and cultural institutions.

And while they’re at it, they should 3) move
the cultural council out of the Department of
Commerce, where Engler put it, and bock in
to the Office of Mopngement and Budget
where former Govs. Milliken and Blanchard
more properly placed it.

This wae the week ‘s news from years gone by
23 reportad in the Farmington Qbserver and the

M 10 yoars ago — Jan. 18, 1986 {Observer)
Farmington Hills police received two calls

t0 the 80-year-old McCarcken, o public ser-
vant for balf o century.

Jagras DeNies of Parmington was named
news editor of the University of Detroit's cam-
pus newspepes, The Varsity News.

Bhort item: ure timo is the
product of greater efficiency.”

Farmington Enterprise: abaut unidentified fying objects in the
Westwood area. When police arrived, howev-
W 40 ysars ago — Jan. 19, 1856 (Entarprise) er, the UFQs were gone.
About 150 friends and neighbors of Harry Tracy Solomon scored well in four events to
N. McCracken, retising Farmi k¢ hip | help Hasrison beat bfield-Lathrup in
Cierk, jammed the Botaford Inn to pay tribute | girls gymosstics.

1 your 850 - I3, 18, 1995 (Obasrver)

A '$4.4 million miscaleulstion caused &
judge to negite labor contracts between the
Farmington Public Schools its three unions.

‘southern Mi the

most of Mickigan,
Formington area was smothered in fog on Jan. 12.

LETTERS

They're available

o0: Members of the Council Homeowners

Associations in Farmington Hills.

On behalf of the city council and admin-
istrativo stafl, I nm pleased to nnnounce that
each ona of us is available to meet with and
speak to subdivision and condominium asseci-
ations upon request.

As your clected officials and city's adminis-
trative personnel, wa want to reach out to
PR intions and cstablish o
greater | within aur
with our citizenry.
We would be availablo to meet for annunl or
! N h b

ity and

Farmington Hilts Police, and yes, next holiday seu-
son wy husband will seeure the reindeer better.

However, the ambivalence of my “forgiving”
resolution contrasted by this experience is just
a bit confusing.

I saved a quoto 1 read last year (regarding
the torture of a pig), nnd maybe this is the an-
gwer: to be forgiving and tolerant to others, but
to remember: “The only thing necessary for the
triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.”

My resolution for this year will be to at-
tempt ta discover that thin but very important
line between the two.

Judy Keels, Farmington Hills

of your individual nssa-
ciations or at regular monthly board meetings.

As mayor, [ would be most happy to accept
invitations to meet with neighborhood groups.
Qur city manager and hia stafl will also be
available and depending upon your needs or
particular area of interest, arrangements could
be made for the patice chief, fire chief, public
services director, etc. to meet with groups.

To arrunge for someane to participate in one
uf your meetings, cuntact the city manager's of-
fice at 473-8601. We will be happy to assist you
and look forward to cstblishing an even better
rapport with the citizens of our community.

Aldo Vagnozzi,
Mayor, Farmington Hille

he Christinas seasan has always been a

Be forgiving
heautiful and meaningful time of yeor

I for my family and me.

Whether or not Christmas itaelf is cclebrat-
ed, the beauty and liveliness of the season
soara and mostly everyono's apirit of generosi-
ty and kindncss is ignited.

I persanally look forward to each new year with
renewed embition to achieve previously defeated
gools and alsa never befure attempted resolutions.

A main thought of minc this year is to be
more tolerant and forgiving to my fellow per-
son, knowing that until [ accomplish perfec-
tion in myself, 1 should “go light on others.”

J3ow angry ond disillusioned 1 fult just a
few hours ago, not tven e week after New
Yeors Dy, when 1 drove up my driveway and
realized one of eur lighted Christmaa reindeer
was missing. | was furious! [ felt violated!

My firat thought was “how can tho culprit
Jive with him/Merself? But, of course, we all
know most thieves ore not tormented by guilty
consciences, but in fact, feel the winner that
“has gotten away with the crime.”

It's not the reindcer; it's not the money. It's
the faith that people want snd need to placo in
each other, but the fear snd vulnerability that
by doing se, people will steal from you literally
{os in this case) or worse, rob you of your pos-
sion to believe in others,

Yes, tomarrow 1 will report this inddent to the

Blas showing
am writing ta you in regards to the article
I “Book Bags Banned in Classrooms,” print-
ed in the Dec. 26 Farmington Observer.

1 am a former Warner Middle Schao) stu-
dent, now in my second year ut Harrison
High, and felt the article concerning the ban-
ning of book bags at the middle school was bi-
ased and unprofessionully done,

First of all, the part of the article concerning
the “back strain that can develup from earrying
 book bag,” may in itscllbe true, but 1 would
like to know which is better carrying text
books, binders, and folders together in a bag on
your hack, or lugging all of the above in your
arms with the weight cuusing you tu lean aver?

Although reporter Larry O'Connor did hia
research, [ felt the “buck strain” thing was

letely overdone; expecially when Dr. Rus-
sell was asked about her purse,

Second of all, the main reason hack packs
aro used is becouse of their timeliness und
cnginesa. | would like to hear Dr. Russell's ad-
vice on how her students should go from class
to their lockers and hnck to cluss in all of five
minutes, because the student can't corry more
than twe baoks at a time,

1 know that I for vne was unable Lo do this
without having to keep running to your locker
ta retrieve forgotten homework.

I mean no disrespect to Mr. O'Conner, but T
do feel thot if he had wanted Lo write a news
story on the banning of book bags he should
have done 2l of his homework.

Thure was 1o mention of how the students
or the teachers feel about this new code. There
is only Dr. Russell vaicing her concerns about
“back strain.”

1 feel that the new “No Book Bog” law was
put into efect for deeper reason than that of
“back strain” and I as a reporter would not
have stopped when the Warner principal de-
nied thal there wos one and put the blame
onto clutter around the classrooms.

Although the article con't be reprinted, 1 do
feel that o follow-up article is necged ond my
shave queations snswered

Jonnifer Foge), F i Hills
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Our Missson: “Becarae we publish community newspapers, we think about communily journalism
ider th lvegtobe '

RICHARD AQINAX, PALSDINT

in a fundamentally different woy than our bigger i

independent from the stories and

in to write the unusual or

they cover,

sensatiomol and then doshing off to cover someshing else. We regard ourselves s both accurate
Journalists and as coring citizens of tha communities where we work.”

—~ Philip Power




