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POINTS OF VIEW

Middle Eastern region was ruled
ty & milltary government. No la-
d cal eloctod officiale. No law. No
dite procoss or trial, No appeal.
:1've rond dozens of news stories like
this: A young man was dof

Beware of growing

1 am opposed to revoking o driver's
license for anything other than a driv-
ing offense. It doesn't make ANY sonse
to revoke an accupativnal licensa for
allcga:{ non-payment of child support

0
taking part of a rock-throwing incldent.
The authorities sont a bulldozer to his
parents’ house and leveled ono room.

: Why, you ask, punlgh the family for
tho sins of the young man? Why pun-
igh before an arreat and trial? Tho au-
thorities never bathered to anawer.
We're talking about a police state.

- Can it happen here? It's happening.
The Michigan Logislature is fash-
joning a set of reforms for Friend of the
Caurt — that's the agency that collects
child support payments (rom a working
purent and transfers the moncey to the

custodial parent.

_The House passed vne oppresive bill
#7-12 Interestingly, the havder-nosed
conservatives rather than the bleeding-
heart liberals dissented most vocally.
Here is the formal pratest of Rep. De-
birah Whyman, R-Canton:

Hillary —

o you still want to go to see Hil-
lary?

¥ That's the question a friend
nsked me last week.

' She wes referring to attonding &
fiind-raiser for Sen. Curl Levin at
which Hillury Radhain Clinton was the
special guest.

' 1t hoppened Tueadoy night at the
Hyatt Regency in Dearborn,

“We both had been excited at the in-
vitation from a group called The Wom-
en of Michigan, many of whom are our
({akland County neighbors.

*I've admired Hillary Clintonana
number of levels, ranging from her
ailities an a lawyer to her tenacity at

and i their ability to carn a
paycheck. | have had many camplaints
on Wayne County Friend of the Court.
Fathora pay their child support to FOC
via payroll deduction, yet havo sane-
tions brought against them for AL-
LEGED non-payment of child sup-
port.” (Emphasis hers.)

Rep. Greg Kaza, R-Rochester Hille,
entored his formal objection on a com-
panion bill that passed 68-46. This
time the negative ranks were awolled
by Democrats like Maxine Berman of
Southfield and Eileon DoHart of West-
land as well as Republicans tike Why-
man, Barbara Dobb of Union Lake,
John Jamian of Bloomfield Township
anil Al Cropsey of DeWitt, Said Kaza:

““Tha legislation before us imple-
ments license sanctions for matlers
that have nathing to do with profus-
slonal ability or driving record. By

v,

climinating an individual's means to
practice his or her profession ar occu-
pation, the bills would eliminate thelr
ability to pay support.”

A mare recent trick is differential
punishment. Whack mo over the head
and you get two years in the slammor.

years because it's e senlor citizen. Our
statute books are like a pago out of
George Orwell's Animal Farm,, where
“all animals are equal, but some are
mare equal thun others.”

police

Whacking a 62-year-old brings you four

During the handgun debate, readers
in many Michigan countics fearnedl
that palice and prosecutora rigidiy con-
trolled the licensing process, awarding
permits only to cops, ex-copa and a
handful of pals. It's just like the afore-
mentioned Middle Eastern police
state: disarm civilians.

The U.8. Supreme Court soon will be
looking at a federal forfoiture case from
Michigan that smacks of police otate
thinking.

Guy Usery of Perry {near Lansing)
was icted In 1993 of e -

state thinking -

Keep in mind the top U.S. prosecu- }
tor s a former law professor named :
Bill Clinton, who allegedly is a “flower
child” liberal. The Clinton prosccutors .
say, shucks, forfeiture of drug-rolated
property is not punishment. They're
appealing to the Supremo Court.

You probably already know about
the 18-year-old two-bit drug deater
from Westland who was sent to prison
for life under a law designed to wipe .
out kingpina. And the Ferndale guy
who picked up 2 Datroit lady cop dis-
guiscd as a hooker and had his wife’s

ing marijuana and sentenced to five
years. Fair enough. But the prosecutors
filed suit for civil forfeiture of his
home, where the pot was grown and
hatvested, To settle the case, Usery
agreed to pay the feds $13,260.

The U.S. Circuit Court of Appesls,
in Cinclnnati, nixed the scheme, saying
the conviction was *'a sccond punish-
ment” for the same offense — a viola-
tion of the double jeopardy clause in
the Bill of Rights.

car confi 4. The law was supposed *
to be used on organized crime, not a
john in an aged car.

1 Jeave you with one thought: it’s
fashionable to say the teachers' unions
are too powerful. 1 suggeat instead that .
the law enforcement lobby te far moro
dangerous and in need of our scrutiny. .

Tim Richard reporta on the local im. .
plications of state and regional events.
To leuve ¢ message for him, you may
catll (810) 349-1700.

poised, smart — wows suburban women

the wish that she’d forego any other
image than what she is — u bright, ed-
ueated, proven woman of the *00s.

My friend was asking the question
baged on recent news sturics that revi-
sited Mrs. Clinton's reputation for
truthful in regard to Whi
the White House travel office and the
atmosphere following Vince Foster's
suicide.

It was this information thot New
Yark Times columnist Willlam Safire
used to come up with his now infamous
“congenital liar" label. But Safireis a
former Nixon specchwriter (a cose of
the pot calling the ketule hlﬂck‘, don’t

“n

Deareat.
But President Clinton couldn't very
wel] get away with the suggestion of
Re!

you think?) whom I g

Dowd's nose, now could he?

Or would Levin cansider her the lia-
hility to him thot some peaple were
saying ahe was getting to be for the
President?

Levin’s spokesmon was direct and
assured. Mes. Clinton was absolutely
going to be there. And the Levin cam-
paign was looking forward to her ap-
pearance on his behalf,

Although fog delayed her Detroit
landing by a couple of hours, it was
clear that the more-thon 800 peuple
wha enthusiastically grected her at the
Hyatt weren't thinking liability.

Her apology for the tardiness beyond
her control was much more than curso-
ry. And her speech on behalfl of Carl

protecting her teenaged daughter's pri-
vacy.

' 1 hove also been critical at times,
ranging from why sho chose to cloak
the welfure discussions in secrecy to

t is in Michigan — cradle of the automehily
E induatry, the Arsenal of Democracy, the
-3 hame of the United Aute Workers — that
thet itian from the old to the new

»:vill be the mast wrenching.

.+ As anybady older than 60 knows down to the
. 'h:Wl.‘L“. glands, the old ccanomy that mude Mich-
igan rich was based on hard, humaen labor in
return for good pay and goed henefits.

+ Generations of Michigan kids left school and
untless thousands of adults left their forms in
the South to work in the aute plants. Bolting on
rght fenders at Ford's didn’t require mony
skills, other than the oability to tolerate hard,
loring work. The old line was: “If you can stand
dnd take a breath and have a friend at the UAW
Yiring bail, you'll get a goodd jub.”

! That was the old cconomy. It was solid, and it
was stable. And it huilt o middle clags here in
Michigan that mode Detroit — where at one
time more houses were occupied by their owners
l_hnn any other hig city in America — the envy
of the world.

© But itisn't the new cconomy. The new econo-
my is characterized by lost week’s announce-

ment that AT&T, up to now the most paternal-
iptic and atable corporation in the country, in-
tends to lny off 40,000 workers — the equivalent
of at least 10 auto plants. *Most of the cuts,”
gecording Lo the Wall Street Journal, “are facili-
tpted, one way or another, by new software pro-
grams, better computer networks and more
nowerful hardware.”
. In ather words, people — 40,000 of them at
AT&T and countless hundreds of thousands
Isewhero — are being replaced by comp
. “The whalesale substi of machines for

Much more damaging in my mind
was Safire's fellow New York Times
writer Manreen Dowd's column “All
About Hillary" in which she referenced
the First Lady as “a scary ‘Mommie

Awrenching change coming
for our state’s workforce

ment of unskilled human fahor by machincs
and computers — that undergirds so much of
the general anxiety so many people fecl taday.
“My God, if the can lay off 40,000 middle mana-
gers at AT&T just like that, whot can they do to
me?”

JU's also this same transition from the old
cennomy Lo the new that makes so much of the
palitical debate about welfare reform so utterly
minplaced.

Of courke it makes sense to require people
getting public nssistance to work.

Some people don’t work because they aren’t
enterprising enough to get off their hutts and
get a job. But most people on welfare aze there
because they don’t have enough skills to get a
job. And if the only jobs available ure those
which invalve skills, demanding that unskilled
peolpe tuke them is both silly and futile.

And the contradiction hetween the glories of

workers §s going to force every nation to rethink
the role of human beings in the soclal process,”
writes Jeremy Rifkin in an impartant book, The
End of Wark. ' Redefining opportunities and re-
sponaihllitics for millions of people In a socicty
abscnt of mass formal employment is going to
be the single most pressing sociol issuc of the
coming century.”

Ritkin quotes William Wimpisinger, a sinart
jman and the past president of the Intemational
Assoctation of Machinists, a union that haa lost
$slf its members to automation, to the effect
$hat within 30 yeors, as liitle as 2 pescent of the
world-wido workforce will he able to produce all
tho goods needed to meet totol world demand.
No wonder the UAW has mude job security its
Jop priority in the coming contract negotialions
With the auto companics!

: It's this phenomenon — the transition from
_ the old sconomy to the new and the displace-

political rhetoric about welfare reform and the
hard reality of what jobs will be availoble is
going to get sharper and sharper as the transi-
Lion to the new cCconomy progresses.

That's why Uni
Sheldon Danziger's new book, America Une-
qual, makes so much sense. “The Contract
With America essentially Lakes the position
that anylody who tries to werk hard can get
ahead, and that characterization, if was ever
true, was true from the end of World War 11
until about 1973."

ity of Michi f.

J wonder how long it’s going to take until
somebody proposes *“jobs of last resort,” govern-
ment-supported, low-paying, low-skill jobs to
move the unemployed poor from a welfsre check
w a paycheck.

Phit Power is chairman of the company that
owns this newspaper. His Touch-Tone voice
mail number is (313) 953-2047 ext, 1880.

Mcanwhile, I was still intent on
hearing Hillary. But my confidence
was shaken to the extent that I did
place a call ta Levin headquarters to
muoke sure she was atill on the docket,

Levin was much mate than sab, rah,

Yes, I'm a Democrat and, yes, 'm a
woman, but frankly [ wes surprised at
just how impressive she was in'person.
And I wasn’t the anly one.

“She was very poised. I like the way
she tied in the national with the state
picture and I'm proud of her,” said
Paula Creed of Farmington Hills,

“ haven't been n big fan,” said Mar-
cia Miller, another Farmington Hills
resident., " But we were really front row.
And she was very disarming, very
down-to-carth. [ was very pleasantly
surprised.”

*1 think she's a powerful and excit-
ing waman of her times," suid Marge
Alpern of Bloomficld Hills. “She's too
smuant to do something thet would jeap-
ardize all of this.”

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloom-
field resident, is former managing edi-
tar of the Eccentric Newspapers. You
can lcave her a voice mail message at
{313) 953-2047, Ext. 1997 or write or
fax a letter to the editor in care of this
newspaper.
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our warehouse to BLOW

The winter winds are blowing and Globe Fumiture Rentals is opening the doors on
ﬂng last year's remaining inventory. For two days only,

January 19-20, we're dropping the prices on every piece in stock. it's a great way to

start the new year!

Call us for details or stop by any

of our Clearance Centers.

STERLING HEIGHTS: 33300 Van Dyke Awe, 826-9600

TROV: 1100 E. Maple Road, 588-1800
SOUTHITELD: 26960 Lahser Road, 3554330

FARMINGTON HILLS: 37437 Grand River Ave., 474-3400

ANN ARBOR: 680 State Cirde, 6652500
TOLEDQ: 1244 Cormporate Drive, 866-6800

Hours: Friday, 9 am - 8 pm, Saturday, 9 am - 5 pm
Quergsias i o stack on hand No ather ollens apply
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