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against a one-man gang i to gang up on
him.

Coach Roosevelt Barnes used that
tactic Friday i Redford Bishop Hor-
geas’ 5546 victary over Bi

Trojans win with pressure defense

BY BrAl EMONS
STab) WHITER

Livonia Clarenceville’s dia-
mand presa proved to be 2 gem
Friday in its Metro Conference

- basketball

Brother Rice.

Toam Marz, the Warriors' star 6-{uot-6
center, hed scored 18 puints in the finst
haif on high-percentage shots like
layups, dunke and short bankeea.

Enough was enough, Bames exid at
haiftime. He junked his straight-up de-
fense and assigned 65 junior Sarn Hos-
kin. Durand Byrum snd Benson Cailo.
way ta surruund Marx whencver the ball
went inside.

It worked. Marx scored just theee
Gointa in the final two periods.

Bishop Bargraa led 3231 st haltime
and outacored Brothet Hice 13-8 and 13-
6in the final two quarters.

“We shus the big fells dowa in the
mcond balf)” Barnes said. “We atarted
feeding it inaide. and vur big fellas came
through.

“He was & one-man show in the fint
half. We spread the ball arund. Hoskin
had 10 points in the first ball”

The 66 sophomore Hoskin ended

with 14 pwints while the 6.4 Callowny

s the Spartans improved ta 7.3

wveeath and 31 in the Cathalic Teague

Centead Division. The Warriars are abso
3.1 in the division.

Y with
Lutheran High Westland.

The host ‘Trojans came out
sparkling in the second half en
route to a 65-55 victary over the
Warriars.

Playing with reckless aban-
don and foads of enthusiasm,
Clarenceville improved to 5.3
overall and 2.0 in the Metro. It
was also the Trojans’ first victo-

over Lutheran Westland
since the 93-94 season,

“We use that diamond press
now and then when we think
we'te quicker at the guards,”
said Clarenceville coach Rick
Larson, whose team forced the
Wartriurs into 27 tumavers. “It
was in our game plan, but we
didn't want to go with it from
the start.

“We wanted to see how we'd
do first in 4 man-to-man de-
fense.”

Lutheran Westland led 27-25

ut intcrmission, but the Trojans
came out for the final 16 min.
utes in a different frame of
mind.

They outscared the Warriors
19.12 in the third period to take
a 44-39 advantage, and led by as
many 11 midway through the
fourth quarter on a basket by
Jason Merritt.

But Lutheran Westland
would not quit, going an an 11.0
sun capped by Kevin Wade's
three-painter to make it 62.all
with 3:38 remaining.

Itunically, a diamond press
used by the Warriors proved to
be the key as the Trojans turned
the ball aver five times in suc-
cession.

Clarenceville then regrouped
and outscared the Warriors 13-3
dawn the streteh, inciuding nine
af 12 from the free-throw line.

Merritt, 8 springy 6-foot-2
junior forward, put an cxclama-
tion point on the victory with a
breakawoy dunk with only 16
seconds remaining.

Merritt led the Trojans with
17 points and 12 rebounds.
Scutt Barnhard, # 6-1 senior for
ward, chipped in with 16 points.

Both players took turns
blocking out Lutheran West-

land's top inside scoring threat,
Joe Pruchnik, who finished with
16 points. But the 6-4 junlor for-
ward sni only eight ro-
bounds, which was well below
his average. .

““We told our kids that every
rebound Pruchnik gets over 10,
they're gaing to do a single sui-
cide (sprint) drill in practice,”
Larson said. “Merritt and Scott
had sonie kind of personal thing
going because Pruchnik (s e very
copable player. If you don't
know his strengths, he'll eat you
alive.

“We had to do two things —
don’t allow the ball on the
block, and don’t allow him eec-
ond shots.”

There were other standouts
far Clarcnceville as well.

Freshman point guard Albert
Djeslsevic, who displays ball-
handling and shooting skills
well beyond his years, chipped
in with 10 points, while senior
off gusrd Joe Hernandez con-
tributed nine.

““Albert has a good mind; he's
learning on the job,” Larson
said. “He plays with a lot of en-
thusissm and he loves the game.
Albert wants the ball. He wants
to be a point guard.

“He mado the switch with Joo
& couple of games back becauss
Joe does a better job of scoring
without the ball."

Ryan Daneldson, s senlor
transfor from Livonla Steven-
son, led Luthersn Westland in
scaring with 16 points. He and
Pruchnik were the only players
to scare in double figures.

‘The loss leaves Luthoran
Westland at 4-4 overall and 1-2
in the Metro.

“We panicked againat that di-
amond press, for a better lack of
a word,” Lutheran Westland
coach Scott Wiemer said. “We
didn't executo our press offense
correctly. Then they just got
frustrated.

“And it's been two games in 8
row where we didn’t play
half-court defense in the fourth
quarter.”

The Warriors certainly had
thelr chances.

“] just told our guys they
(Clarenceville} wanted tho game
more,” Wiemer aaid. “They
showed more hustle and more
emotion. There were several
loose balls they came up with.

“Give Clarenceville credit.
They did 2 job on us.”
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sscaaw contest when he de-
cided the Issue.

“1 didn't know If (Law-
rence) would be able to fin-
ish the match,” Beyar sald,
adding his wrestler hed an
upset stomach. “i thought
he could win; that's why I
maved him up (from 171). It
toak a lot Janger to happen
than I thought it wonld,

“Brian Whito did real
nice job. He wan getting In
trouble, and the kid was
coming back. Ho caught fire
nt the lsst, took him dawn
and pinned him.

*Adam did a nice jab, Loo.
He was just patient. There
were no takedowns in the
first period; he didn't try to
force anything."”

Formington is 1-2 In the
Lokes Division and 6.4
averall.

“They're o tough team; we
knew that,” Beyar said, add.
ing he thought the Falcuns
had s chance to win. “They
had a pretty good JV follow-
ing with the good team they
had last year.

“We wrestled pretty well
with the veterans and young
kids we have in the lineup.
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*7.it's the best two hours of music on Broadway!"
-Entertainment Weekly £

" with ng’Innlor ympny Orchestra

Samuel Wong, Conductor
k4 -4

ary 17, 1996 8 p.m. W
Hill Auditorium, Ann Arbor -~

Al seats reserved. A limited number of benefit tickets are available which include the
Season Announcement party at 6:00 p.m., choice concen seating and dessert afterglow.

Tickets on sale now! Call (313) 747-2278.
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