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1996 Range
Rover 4.0
climbs ladder
to success

By Anne Frecassa
Avanti NewaFeatures

The 1996 Range Rover 4.0 SE ia
an expensive plece of aulomotive
equipment.

To bo exact: $55,000.

But it's really, unlly. really, really,
really nice. And roomy. And comfy,

And it's a lot of fun to drive.
Especially if you like off-roading.

This thing could scale Mt.
Evcrest, Id bet. It might fare as well
a8 the Hummer ... who knows?

The 4.0 SE could be considered
an expensive European sedan on
stilts. The comfort level is superb,
with plush seating and o

apoak of here in southeastern

8 Fracassa

you would probably enly expect [n
an expensive BMW or Mercedes-
nr.

Even though it looks like o truck,
this high-end sport utility drives like
a fine sedan.

The Range Rover folks incorpo-
rated an electronic air suspension
system with air aprings, shock
absorbera and height sensors at each
wheel. {t traverses every surface as
if you're driving on a freshly paved

roadway.

1t's really high off the ground, but
that's the nature of this beast.

There aren’t any mountains to

Michi

, but coll have told
me they" ve made this Ranga Rover
4.0 climb over the steepest of hills
and obatacles without the slightest
problem.

That's what was so impressive
sbout this deluxe 8UV. No matter
that you're high off the ground — a
whopping 8.5 inches — the vehicle
still absorba every bump to ensure
you get 8 amooth ride,

When it's time to get out, the
height-adjustable suspension aystem
lowera the Range Rover about 3
inches closer to the ground, making
it n little easler to get out of.

Introduced in March of last year,
the Range Rover 4.0 ia all new this
year and is the flagship af the Land
mmr line of premium 4-wheel-drive
vehicles. Land Rover, by tho way, isa
fully owned aubsidiary of BMW. All
Land Rovers are manufactured in
Solihull, Fngland.

On dw outside, the Range Raver
4.0 (s & smart mix of aluminum and
steel. Styling is distinct. Of course it
i ~ all Land Rovers are.

The first Range Rover was intro-
duced to American roads in 1970,
but all of them have a famitiar look.
It's interosting to note that Land
Rover spent more than $600 million
on the redesign of the Range Rover
— and changed it for the good.

The 1998 Range Rover 4.0 has
permanent 4-wheel.drive, There's
also semething really different — an
“H shift” lever. That means thare are
two selections on the transmission
shifter — low range and high range.

Rather than pushing buttens or
shifting a smaller lever, the low and
high range ere accessed by maving
the tranamission shift lever across
the H gato. It's an intoresting con-

cept that works efficiently.

The 4-speed automatic tranamis.
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sion adapts automatically to how
you drive by altering its shift
sequences. That providea h(zh } rpin

in

howcase

futl-iniected sluminum uiloy v
engine is rated at 190 horsepower.
Mileage 1s 13 mph in the city, 17T on
the highway. Top speed ia 118 mph
and its towing capacity is 6,600

poun .

Also available on the Range
Rover is & 4.6-liter 225 horsepower
V-8 engine that was redesigned to
improve gas flow (or increased per-
formance.

The 1996 Range Rover 4.0 has all’
the ‘appointments you'd thirst for in
a luxury automobile.

Tako a deep breath and try these
en for size: Leather sexts ell around,
dual air bags, an adjustable tilt
steering wheel, an automatic dim-
ming rearview mirror, air condition-
ing, child locks on the rear doors,
double folding 60/40 rear seats, elec-
trically adjustable heated door mir-
rors, adjustable heated front seats
with power headresta and lumbar
supports, frant and rear fog lights,
heated front windshicld and rear

height front

upshifts and quicker d
the *“Spart™ mode. This electronic
tranamisslon allows you to choose
how you want to drive as well, with
normal, sport and manual shift
modes, That meana in the low range,
you can also lock the trensmission in
& certain gear.

You'd upect u vehicle this high
off the ground wouldn't be too stable,
but nothing is further from the

truth, thanks to a high-quality §

31mm sway bar.

What nbout the wheels? Well, the
16-Inch tires have spoked alloy rims.

‘This Range Rover comes with 4-
wheel disc brakes and 4-channel all
terrain anti-lock brakes with Land
lemr'l own electronic teaction con-
tro

The heating and cocling controls
can be individually adjusted by the
driver and passenger, allowing indi-
vidual needs to bo met. Rear scats
are a little higher than the driver
and passeager front seats, allowing
rear paau-ngen & unique view up et
the front,

Tho 4.0-liter ial multip

and rear seat belu, ignition-off delay
for the truck's windows and sunroaf,’

\

7= yau’a Tke fo 686 & parﬂcu?ar ‘model tested or Il you
have a car question, send Anne Fracassa a message
at AVANT! 1054, Avantl's America Online mailbox... Or
comment through the Internst at
AVANTI1054 @aol.com
Anne Fracassa is sanlor editor of Avantl News Features.
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a mp computer and
: lt:’ -activated ‘all-clma' fuwxe‘_
eyless entry, & security sy

headlampa with power wi ”2‘}
wipers, tilt and slide glass sunscol
and sunshade, mlmpallen ftza-
tion, programmable defrost aidile
ﬂming, 120-wa't AM/PM caliilln
with weathor band and a full-size
spare undert tha cargo area.

‘Whew! That's a lot. There is anly

nfum.llubberﬂwmu and
thatl cost you about $200.

it's an expannvn vehicle, Ihu
Range Rover. Thal's for sure. But
buyers will get the moat rugged tux-
ury lpart utility on the market. If
you're in the mood for soma !un.
check this ona out.
Anne Fracassa is senior editor of
Avanti NewsFeatures, :

1996 Range Rover 4.0

Vehicle class: Luxury sport utility.
Power: 4.0-liter aluminum alloy V-8
engine.

Mileage: 13 city / 17 highway.

Price: $55,000.

Where built: Solihull, England.
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Air conditioning, dual alr bags and much more,
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