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Kids’ imaginary
play can become
. . . unbearable

wu have probably heard the story about

the velveteen rabbit, a stulfed toy bunny

who enmie to life after its owner, a little
boy, fell ill.

At our house, we have a stuffed brown bear
made of matted-down fake fur who comes to life
every duy for its owner, my 9-year-old doughter,
Katelyn.

Perhaps it is because *Katie,” which Kntelyn
calls her bear, looks 8o real that Katelyn thinks
of her ns real. Unliko most teddy bears that are
made in n scated position, Kntie is shaped like a
real bear cub crawling on all four.

In fact, the munufacturer made her look so
life-like that once, when she waa new and the
mat an her fur still stood up, a naturalist ut the
Independence Opks nature center saw Katelyn
emerging with Katie frum a wooded trait and
thought for o moment that Kntelyn was carrying
areal bear cub.

Or, perhaps it was the way I made Katie
“talk” to Katelyn after she pulled her out of the
bax on her fifth birthday that made her seem oo
real. “Do it again, Mom,” Katelyn would beg me.
“Make Katie talk to me sgain.”

Whatever it was, Katelyn loved Katie from
the moment she saw her, more so than any other
bear she has owned before or since then.

Like a doting mom, Katelyn wraps Katic in
blankets, feeds her with a play bottle, strolls her
around in n stroller. Sho comforts Katie when
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There is no
doubt in the
mind of local
psychologist

o B Tom Bruno,
there are “Angels Among
Us.” And he tells of numer-
ous encounters from those
who have had experiences
with angels.

By MAaRry RooRrIiQUE
BTAYY WIITER

ngols, whether in the form of

smiling cherubic figurines,

little gold jowelry, or filling
ontire sections of local hookstores,
seem to be overywhere today, But
they’ro not a passing fad, insists lo-
cal paychologist Tom Bruno.

Bruno, who has made the study
of angels u vocation since the 1950s,
addressed a crowd at the Farming-
ton Hills Scaior Center recently on
the topic *Angels Among Us."

Bruno studicd angels privately
for years until he had a dream
sbout an angel one night. He un-
dorstood from the dream that he
would somchow be working with
angela.

“I had done seminars on domes-
tic violence, relationships, and oth-
er tapics. My wife gave me the idea
to do a seminar on nngela. I'm used
to 12 peaple showing up for a semi-
nar. Tho first angel seminar drew
120 people.”

Spurred on by the initial enthu-
sinam, he van a newspaper ud salie-
iting testimanials frem peaple who
beliove they have had an encounter
with an angel.

“There is almost on epidemic of
angel encounters,” said Bruno, who
once studicd theology in o Roman
Cathaolic seminary.

His taik was peppered with teati-
monials, including one related to
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Encounters of the angelic nd;
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Angel talk: Tom Bruno talks to senior citizens at the Farmington Hills Activities Center in
Farmington Hills recently about the existence of angels.

him by former channel 7 weather-
caster Rab Kress.

“His donughter was having an op-
cration. On his way back from get-
ting coffee, he encountered a
custodian in a hospital corridor who
nddressed him by name,” said
Bruno.

“That wasn't surprising because
of hia local celebrity. But the man,
who snid his name was Sylvester,
told him his daughter was going to

recover quickly and would he sent
home the following day.”

The follawing day, much to the
medizal staff's surprise, the child
hnd recovered enaugh to be di
charged. And no one on stafl, nei-
ther doctors nor nurses or other
workers, had heard of the phantom
custodian named Sylvester.

In another vignette, a 3-year-old
girl surprised her mother by identi-
fying a picture of an angel in o

book.

“. ‘Iow do you know what an an-
gel is?,’ the mother usked. ‘Remem-
ber when I was a bahy and | wos 8o
nick, mammy? The angels were
singing to me,”. " Bruno said.

Because angels in their true
essence would be “awesome, daz-
2ling and powerful,” according to
Bruno, “angels usually appear to us
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