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If you are con-
sidering an
alarm wystem far
your home, take
same timo to re-
search the op-
tlons availsble to
you. Often home-
owners find that
there are a num-
ber of things
they can do to
improve the se-
curity of their
homes without
the ongoing expense of an slarm
system.

Alarmu can offer additional se-
curity fur your home, but should
never be used 88 a substitute for
good locks and lighting. Keep in
mind that an alarm can only sig-
nal an intrusion, it will not keep
an intruder out.

The two basic types of alarma
are the local alarm and the moni-
tored alann. The local alarm
sounds a siren or bell, when ac-
tivated, that will alert the home-
owner and/ar neighbors te call the
police.

A monitored slarm sends a sig-
nal through the phone lines to a
24-hour central monitoring
tion which will verify the
and then contact the police.

The Lest way to find an alarm
company is to talk with friends
and nerighbors who have alarma

comlort the hull
wants. (34-42 8-C-D}

MARY KAY
MILES

LLY JAGERS, MSW,
PSYCHOTHERAPI

when dealing with the
then contact several companies
based on these datl

the alarm/or secure tha i
A nearby relative or neighbor
should { on the oper-

Insist on a written proposal and
a copy of any contract you would
be required to sign. The contract
should list ail pointa of protection
and itemize all the equipment to
be installed.

Underwriters  Labarataries
(UL) approval of equipmont will
assure same tegree of relinbllity.
Ask about continuing mainte-
nance of the system, whether you
purchase or lease the vquipment.
Check the company's reputation
by ing the Bettor Busi

atlon of your alerm syatom so that
it can bo reset If your alarm ac-
tivates while you are away.

The ardinance also requires
that alarm syatems equipped with
audiblo signals, (bolls, homs,
sirens) must hove an automatic
ahut off device that automatically
silonces the audible signal within
10 minutes of signal activation.

If tho palice department re-
sponds to a false alarm et your
home more than once during any

Bureau.

When you ga through the ex-
pense of installing an alerm, also
plan to incorporate a fire and
smoke detection system. An auto-
matic shutoff is required by ordi-
nance, meaning that any bell or
siren is required to shut off auto-
y within ten minutes of
activation (excopt for fire alarm
systems).

Farmington Hills ordinance
18.38 requires that any realdent
who has an alarm installed in his
ar her hame or business, file a reg-
istration form with the police do-
partment. The registeation should
include the name and phone
number of at least ona person,
within a thirty minute response
time, who can be contacted in
case of an to deacti

and ask about their

BY ETHEL SIMMONS
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Offering  workshops/seminars
on writing and acting is former
Birmingham-Bloomfield resident
Lynn Isenberg's way of beinging
Hollywood ta Detroit.

By phone frum Los Angeles,
where she bas lived for the last 13
years, Hollywood screenwriter-
producer Isenberg said she wants
to go back and forth between L.A.
and the Detruit area where her
(amily and many friends reside.
“The community means a lot to
me. It's my rots,” she declared.

tnyiteg yeu to attend ...9:30-5:30pm.
Gorsts a ciean, used planket
for \ne Temeless_and be eligible
Towin an _Amish wall Yanging.
Refreghments ard free admiggion~
;Iil'rrtr}(lm b 32760 FranklinRd 2010 BL-WTT
open. Mew ~Sab.

gift shop \J ! She aaid she will bring her Hol-
ift fm" .%a" e Ilywood cohorts to Detroit for a va-
Rl viety of workshopa, starting with

one on writing for interactive mul-
ti-media such a3 CD-ROM and
the Internet and another on act-
ing for movies, television and
commetcials.

Originally from Detroit, Beth
Kennedy is a Hellywood [ntemnct
producer/designer/writes for mul-
ti-media, who will speak at the
writing seminar § a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturdsy-Sunday, March 16-17,
in Farmington Hills. Kennedy is
the first independent service pro-
vider and creator of America On-
lin Cyberjustice” (which she
describes as *a playground for
every mood™).

Also speaking st the seminar
will be UCLA profe /CD-ROM

q,

Y

1 Day Only
Saturday,

February 3, 1996

interactive  writer/screenwriter
Jim Ssuve, who is under cantract
with Simon & Schuster far a se-
ries of multi-media projects, and
Jon Samsel, who has written
“The Interactive Writer's Hand-
book,” a guide on how to write for
the medium.

In the forefront

**My guest speakers are at the
vanguard of the multi-media rev-
olution,” said Isenberg. “The key
to people who are going to succeed
and profit from this medium are
those who understand the tech-
nology that drives it.”

{senberg had already started
developing her awn creative writ-
ing skills by the time she was in
third grade at the former Booth
Elementary School in Bloomficld
Township. ARer students in her
class were asked to write stories,
hers was chosen as the best and
she was selected to attend a writ-
ing program st Oakiand Universi-

honed

dar ycar, you may be billed
up to $100 for each response.
1f that bil} Is not paid within 30
dsys, up to $25 per slarm re.
spanse will be charged as a late
fee. If you're having trouble using
your alarm, the fees can add up
very quickly. Alarms account for
14.5 percent of all dispatched
runs in 1994 with 99 percent of
those alarm runs being false
alarms. This represents a signifi-
cant cost to the taxpayers as well
as inefficient deployment of po-
lice department resources.

User ecror is one of the main
reasons for false alarms, another
is inadequate maintenance of the
system. The best way Lo avoid re-
spanse fees I8 to have cvery family
member receive training on the
proper use of your alarm system.

1 you have cleaning or service

In Hollywoad, she became vice-
president of creative affairs for
various production companies.
For Tri-Star Pictures, she co-pro-
duced a feature film [ Love You
to Death” directed by Larry Kas-
dan and starring Kevin Kline.

Be alert to options for home security

ople coms inte your home while
yp:an away, they akould also be
taught to use the system. Have
your alarm company check your
system regulazly snd any time

. you have an unexplained false

alarm,

The pollce department offors
free home securily surveys to any
resident of Parmington Hills. Tha
surveys aro conducted In your,
hume, by appointment.

A crime prevention officer, or
technician will walk through your
home with you and point out
areas of vulnerabillty while mak-
ing recommendations for cost el-
fective sccurity improvemonts.
Mont sre things that you can-do
yoursell for low or no cost.

Whether or not you Inatall an
alarm system, have a security sur-.
vey conducted of your home. You
can make an appointment by call
ing the crime prevention section
at 473-9640.

Remain alert to possible criml.
nal activity in your subdivision
and call the police immediately to
report any suspicious persans, ve-
hicles or circumstances. Join your
subdivision's Nelghborhood
Watch program, or slart one up,
and get to know your neighbors.
They can be your best defense
agninst a criminal attack.

Mary Kay Miles ix a crime pre-
vention technician for the Farm-
ington Hills Police Department.

Hollywood talent comes to town

Isenberg plana to offer the sem-
inars in Florida as well as Michi- ™
gan. “Florida is a good market
and my dad's down there. [ can
visit family in hoth ports,” she
said. *My former publlcist is in
Minmi. She wants me to do a

She also } d “Young-
blood " for MGM/UA, starring
Rob Sowe and Patrick Swayze.

Four of her movies have been
produced for cable television.
“One just wrapped in Maui for
HBO, ‘Mani Heat,’ o romantic
drama that goea behind the
scenes of a fashion photo shoot
for » aports msgexine,” lscnberg
said.

Litcrary Retreat

For the last five years, she has
produced the Hollywood Literary
Retreat, a three-dsy event of sti-
dio exccutive, writers, producers
and agents “where we would all
heve workshops on sturytelling.
1I'd have zn oral storyteller com

Iy

ty.
She recalls how she
The Bi ingh E. ask-

e
she 2aid. 1 also pi da

ing the newspaper to write about
her, and the paper did run sn erti-
cle.

After gradusting from Andaover
High Schoal in Btoomi:eld Hills,
Tsent aed the Us .

y on the project.

Her company is called Zoom
Entertsinment, and the Holly.
wood Literary Hetrest is present-
ing the upcoming writing and act-

Two additional

ing seminar there.”

‘The seminar on acting will be
held 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday-
Sundsy, March 23-24, at the Clar-
ton Hotel in Farmington Hills. It
will be taught by three Hollywood
guest instructors, ectress/director
Valerie Landsburg, actress Cyn-
thia Gibb and casting director
Roonie Yeskel.

Also festured will be Detroit
guest speakers W.B. Doner Ad-
vertising Agency award-winning
producer Sheldon Cohn, award-
winning commercial director Ler-
ry August of August Productions,
Detroit  casting _ director Masy
Locker, Alison Riley of The Tal-
ent Shop and Christine Claussen
of Affiliated Models Inc.

Fee for “The Tuo of Writing for
Interactive Multi-Media” ranges
from $195-8395, based on student
rate to corporute rate. “The Taoof
Acting for Movies, Television and
Ce iola” costs $250 before

ing i
are the Detroit-based

English

of Michigan, majoring in
1 and li and mi-

10:00am - 5:00pm
Early selection of
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noring in film.

ONiine Marketing Co., and Sto-
ryvision, a computer program for
interactive medis.

Feb. 23; $295 thereafter. Registra-
‘ion for either seminar, or further
‘nformation, is available by callil

1.810-645-2538.
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