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Hermes smlth from page 11A

she falls, cheers her up when she appears sad and
keepa her company nt night. Katelyn has hugged
and kissod Katle so many times that her atuffing
is & bit lumpy and her nosa is worn almost off,

My younger daughter, Kelaey, joins in the imeg-
inary play, using a high-pitched squesky volce to
make Katio "talk" to Katelyn. And when Katelyn
Is the une feollng hurt, sad or lonely, Kelsey
ruahes to bring Katle to Katelyn ta comfort her.

.1 always knew Katie seomsd real, almost like
médmber of our family, but I never knew how real
unti! last weekend when Katie suddoenly becaime
endangered, 50 to speak.

- Katetyn had spent the night at s friend's house
and 1 had come to pick har up. Loaded down with
hor sleeping bag, pillow, duffol bag and Katle, 1
lslped Katelyn into the van and was loading her
stuff in when [ dropped Katle and a big puff of
wind blew her beneath the van.

- Katelyn and Kelsuy started crylng hysterically.
“Get her, Mom. Get her,” Katelyn screamed.

:1 quickly dropped the reat of tho goar, gat down
on my hands and knees and saw that Katio had
stopped rolling smack under the middly of the up-
dercarrlage — somowhere near tha catalytic con-
verter. § trled Lo grab her, but sho was too far un-
derneath fur me to comfortably raach hor,

1 had two cholcen. [ could get into the van and
huck it up a few feet, put the van in park ond run
wut and grab Katie hefore she blew forther sway.
Or, 1 could lay on the enowy ground and slide cn
my beily underneath the van until [ could reach

her.
While ? wanted te do the former, § opted for the
Iutter, The gitls were crying so hysterically that [

was afrald the thought of Katle blowing under
tire as ! hacked the van up would send them flying
out of the van and undemeath it in an effort to
rescue her.

1lay on the snowy ground and squeezed undor
the van, trying not to gat my cost too dirty, Final-
Iy, I reached one of Katia's paws and yanked her
out.

1 dusted the snow and dist off Katle, put her
Into Katelyn's arms, got into the car and started
driving home. Both girls continued to sob, proba-
bly out of relief.

cauld understand Katalyn's tears, but Kelscy's
baffled me. Finally, [ asked, “Kelsey why ero you
crying?”

“Recauso,” sho said between sobs, “I'm ha?
aunt.”

A fow minutes later, Katelyn ssked, “Do you
think she's fevarish, Mom? Sha's shivering.”

“I don't think so,” I said, “She's probably just
cold.” Then, without even thinking about how ri-
dlcuous my gestura was, I took off my jacket and
gave it to Katolyn to wrap Katle in until she
warmed up.

As 1 contlnued down the road, it occurred to me
that I, too, thought of Katie ae almost real at
times. Without realizing it, 1 often joined tho girls
in their imeginary play world, “talking” for Katle
and treating her as though she were 8 Jiving bear,

But then a thought struck mo that jolted me
back o reality: If Kelsey is Katio's aunt, that
must make me her grandmother!

Karen Hermes Smith is editor of The Clarkston
Eccentric and farmer inotructor at Oakland Uni-
versity.
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FDIC insured account with
daily access to your money.
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Fully liquid. Risk-free.
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Beechview
wins ,
computer

Beochview Elementary
first grade student Ryan Py-
lor and his clessroom were
ono of 21 winners of stato of
the art computer systems
courtesy of country radio
statlon WYCD-FM (89.5),

On-alr porsonality Joo
Wade Formicola delivered
the computer to Joanne No-
sek's firet grade clans ot
Becchview Jan. 11,

The radio station awarded
classroom computers from
entries Into its Pledge of Al-
{egience pramotion.

Radio rave: WYCD-FM disc jockey Jue Wade Formicolu
delivered a new computer to Ryan Pylur's first grade 1
class at Beechview Elementary. <
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