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Recognize limits of understanding

h

alitien ived, it fi our

uality a sin?
This is & ques-
tion from which
the churches are
finding that they
cannot  hide,
Even the most
consetvative of
churches, who
bellove that they

psTor  bave long since
RONALD . BYARS  sottled this
————— question, find
that {t's nat settled after sll, Jim-
my Allen, a former preaident of
the Southern Baptist Convention,
has had to deal with the question
persanally rather than abstractly,
Two of his aans are gay, and uxne

THEOLOQY

thinking! It's far easlar to resolve
questions that have no beloved
names or (aces attached to thom.
1s homosexuslity a »in? Tho
Biblo doesn't mention sama-sox
relationships frequently, but in
the few inatances where it does, it
condemna them. Of course, each
of these occurrencen has a contoxt
that may create special circum-
atances — rape or cult prostitu-
tion, for le. Some schol

belng heterossxual or homosexu-
al, can we apeak of sexual orienta-
tion in moral tarms? Cortalnly the
way any one of us exercises his or
her sexunlity noeds to be gaverned
morally. But |s the mere condl.
tion of homosezuality automati.
cally iImmoral?

Some argua that homosexuality
Is “unnatural.” In other words,
that God, or “natural law,” has
i dod that we be oriented sex-

sny that the Biblical writers ox-
hibit nu fomiliarity with the
homosexuality we have tearned to
identify in tho 20th century,
based an powerful physical at.
traction to persons of one’s own
m-ml:[.
1
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is HIV-positive. His

lity a sin? Stu-

law, infected through a blood
trunsfusion, has passed the virus
on to the children of a third son.

It would be nice if churches and
their members did not have to
think about difficult questions
like this one. Howwever, it hap-
pens not infrequently that our
awn children, or children we have
helped to nurture in faith, grow
up to Identify themselves as
homosexuat persons. When there
are faces and names and person-

N

dents of human sexual develop-
ment are not ut ell sure what
causes homosexuality. There a
some evidence that it may nave a
genetle basis. Traditiona! expla.
nations locate the cause in the dy-

ually toward tha oppn-lu:.gong:sr.

Even when we think the Creator's
purposo is clear, the line betwoen
naturs} and unnaturdl is some.
times fusxy. Evolutionary history
svems to show that new dopar-
tures in the history of & spocles
often begin with what seem to be
“unnatural” mutations.

1 don't propose to answer the
difficult quedtions that keep pop-
ping up around this fasue. 1 find
my own thinking unsettled, in
flux. It does seem certaln ta me
that poopla of faith munt always

lze the llmitati of

That Beorna to

human ding. That be-

what's ired for rey
Bul what are wo meant to do
about it when that's not the way
things turn out to be? Are we so
cortain that we can say what is
“natural” and what is “unnatu-
ral?" Is a genetic tendency toward
Tay-Sachs diseaso “unnatural?”
1s it “natural” to have perfoct
pitch or a photographic memary
of the muaical genius of 8 young

namics of early family relati

ships. It dves not seem likely that
a person simply chooses same-sex
relationships. All kexuality seema
rooted in something mere compel-
ling than rational choice, If a per-
son docs not face the choice of

Mozart, or the phenomenal math-

ical gifts of a lled “idlot
savant?” Ia it “natural” to be
born with six fingers on one hand,
or to grow extraordinarily tall, like
those who have Marfan'a Syn-
drome? “Natural” and “unnstu-
ral" are rather hard to pin down.

loved chapter, 1 Corinthians 13,
Includes this word of caution:
“For now we see in a mirror, dim.
ly.. . " Wo must procoed to work
our way through thess questions
wlth due modesty, always biased
toward kindness, “Love never
ends . . . For we know only in
part, and we prophesy only in
part; hut when tha completa
comes, the partial will come to an
end.”

+ Ronald P. Byars, Ph.D, is pastor
of Firet Presbyterian Church of
Birmingham. To leave a voi i
message, dial (313) 953-2047, Ext.
1851, from a Touch-Tone phane.
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COMMUNITY MESSENGER

Community Messonger foa-
tures spintual announcements
nvolving Oakiand County relig-
ious nstitutions. Wnate: Commu-
nity & ger, Belefs & Values
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H HAKDS-ON

Young warshipers at Northmin.
ster Preabyterian Church in Troy
have a hand in bringing biblical
storics to Jife during the church
service.

When the tablecloth filled with
children's handprints is spread
on the communion table, the chil-
dten know the service will include
atary lime. To participate in toll-
ing biblical staries, each child se-
lecta a wooden figure to bring to
the communion table. Chitdren
use the figurea to depict Tale of
the Ten Lepera, Noah's Ark, Call-
ing of the Disciples, World and
the Lamb and other favorite sto-
Fies.

B UP WITH MUSIC
The combined adult choirs of

Abiding Presence Lutheran
Church and University Presbyte-
rian Church in Rochestor Hlils
will present John Rutter's Mag-
nifcat at 10:30 a.m. Sunday, Jan.
28, In the Abiding Prescnee sanc-
tuary, 1650 W. Walton,

Accompanied by chamber or-
chestra, harp and organ, the per-
formance will {eature soloista
from the two choirs. Betay
Graham Marah will direct.

The program will be repeated at
Univorsity Presbyterian, 1385 S.
Adams, at 9 and 10:30 a.m. Sun-
day, Feb. 4.

B AUTHOR SPIAKS
The Rev. Ruth Mosley, author
of “Prayer Celehration” and min-
{uter of West Side Unity Chuzch,
will discuss “The Power of the
Spoken Word” at a program spon-
sared by Unity Bloomfield Hills-
Troy Church, 11 a.m. Sunday,
Jan, 28, at the Birmingham Com-
munity Houss, Blrminghsm. A
workshop in scheduled noon to 2
p.m.ona free-will offering basis.
Rev. Moaloy's upcoming book
is“Lord Is 1t 17"
—compiled by
Janice Tigar-Kramer
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