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Remapping

SEMCOG to redraw traffic improvement plan

BY TiM RICHARD
1A WRITEK

David Moffitt, an Oakland
County cornmlssloner from Farm-

land County sxccutlve, ar road
commiyslon types.

No Edward H. McNamara,
Wayne Caunty exccutive,

ington HUy, looked oround the No Detrolt Mayor Donnis Arch-
executive vummlnw mesting e

room of the 8 Michi, Of the lled Big Four ro-
Council of Governments amd  gional leaders, only Macomb

shuok his hoad.

*Gee, T wish my roud officials
bad been here to adyise mo on
this vote,” MofTitt sald after the
Jun. 19 meeting in Dotroit,

EMCOG, the official planning
agency for the seven-county re-
glun, is being forced to go back to
the drawing board on its Traffic
tmprovement Program (T1P),

‘The $2.1 billion, three-yeur TIP
was cul drasticaily by 1) the Leg-
islature's failure to pasu $350 mil-
lion In fuel tox increuses and 2)
federal cuts under the ISTEA (In.

1 Surface T

ion

County board chair Diana Kola-
kowski showed up,

Birmingham Mayor Danto
Lunzetta denounced SEMCOG's
“policy of vigorous surrendes' but
voted with the rest to advise nego-
tiating road construction cut-
backs with the Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation (MDOT).

A bewildering blizzard of road
fund numbers 1s Nonting sraund,
camplicated by the fact that fed-

al, stato and local funds ore In-
volved. Oulgoing MDOT director
Putrick Nowak told SEMCOG thI

Efficiency Act).

SEMCOG's executive commit-
tee debated whether o fight
{bringing all conntruction to u
halt), surrender to state-disected
cuts, or negotiote. Its final deci
sion is due at a special meetel
in March. Consensus: It will be a
negatiated surrender.

What bothered Moffitt was that
sa few local elected chicftains ot-
tended the monthly meeting.

No L. Brooke Pattersnn, Ouak-

Karekin 1

BY LARAY PALADINO
S Wi

Mourad Shlrvnnhm couldn't
conv.aln his joy over the weekend
visit ta Onkland County of Kure-
kin 1, head of the Armenian
Church.

“This is excellent. This is an
historic visit for our religion,”
said Shirvanian, who hresdeasts
an Armenian progeam on cable
telovisfan in Southficld. “This is
aur pape, | think he s a gowl
chaice. He is a smart guy." Shir-
vanian was among hundreds at
St. John's Armenjan Church in
Southfickl for a Friday night ser-
vice and banquet at the church.

“He represents an unbraken
line gping back to 301 A.D.," said
S‘imﬁ}

Javizian of West Bloom-

W Widening 1-86 between Chilson
and Dorr roads in Llvingston
County — $12 million.

@ Constructing M-69 to highway
standards from Romeo to Plank
roads in Macomb County — $40
million.

W Rebuilding the 60-yoar-old
Davison freeway in the middle of
Detriot — $66 million,

“These projocts wero identified
os prioritles in the Regional
Transpartotlon  Plan and  tho
State Long Range Plan,” sald
Louis H. Lambort, Nowak's depu-
ty director.

SEMCOG officials hod no list
of avollable of lacal projects that
had been cut.

“Many hours of planning are
being thrown out the window,"
ubjet.lcd Mnn Lou Murray, chair
of the W County board.

was further
by the fuct that the l'cdl changed
categorical figures.,

In a nutshell, there appears to

e u 26 percent cut in available
maney aver the next threo yoars,
Gov, dohu Engler and MDOT
promptly announced four state
nrojects woulkd be given priority:
W Constructing M-6, the Hagger-
ty connectar, between 12 and 14
Mile raads in cantern Novi — $33
million.

“This is becaming partisan,” said
Dumocrat Murray s she cast the
lune nay voto.

“We have taken the hu,ln road
in not villfying anyone,” cau-
tioned SEMCOG excecutive direc.
tor Juhn Amberger of Livonin,
adding: “There’s on anti-tax feel-
ing out there" Amberger outlined
four raads SEMCOG could take:

1. Proceed with the current
Transpurtation  lmprovement

Program — impossible because
the {edural government won't ap-
prove projects for which funds
aren't avallable, Moreover, scarce
available funds could go clse-
wherv In tho state.

2. Re-exomine all projects, in-
cluding the state’s four favored
projects -~ impossible becouse
Engler would veto i, and nothing
would bo done.

© 3. Approve the Engler-Nowak
plun — the one Lanzetts called

“vigorous surrender,” It would re-
quire serious culs in local road
progeams, hut keep on pressure
for o fuel tax Increase.

4. Approve the state propasal
with ncgotintfons — moves eritl-
cal projects forwared, still requires
serious cuts, keeps up presaure
for a fuel tax increase, ailows pos-
sible compromises on same proj-
ects. SEMCOG selected this op-
tion,

“The exccutive committee has
the power to hrlng all of this o u
screeching  halt,”  added  Paul
Tait, SEMCOG deputy dircctor.

Washtenaw's Murray made a
wry jake about the situation. "We
could give it a positive spin:
There will be no construction de-
luys for the summer tourist sea-
son,”" she daid.

visit delights area Armenians

field.

Harry Keolelen of Farmington
Hills saidd the church leader
“sounds like he's looking farward
o o much bigger and better place
in the world fur Annenians. Ho
hus the enthusiasm and charisma
to be our leader for a long timo to
came. He's putting Armenians in
the forefront again and uniting
Armenians threughout the world
under one church.”

Harry Torzian of West Bloom-
fivld said there has been o split in
the Armenlan Church community
that Karekin, s the Supreme Pa-
trinreh, can heal. 1 see no trace of
resentment of hig haliness,” Ter-
zinn saidl. “Armenians are getling
mare mature. If there's an argu-
ment umong Armentuns, there's a

grudge that goes from ene genera-
tion to another. But with Armeni.
an independence the ald equa-
tions are changing.”

Alex  Manoogian, founder of
Masco Corp. and the company’s
chairman emeritus, was a speciol
gueat, He is one of the largest phi-
lonthropists in the Armenisn
world and the Supreme Patrigreh
flew into Detroit on Manoogien's
private plane,

“This visit is Important be-
cause we like to know who our
master s, the 94.year-old
Manuogion said. “Very seldom
does a Catholives (Patriarch) get
out ta the people. He's pretty
good.”

Edmond Azadian, Manoogian's
persunul assistant, said he has
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known the 63.ycar-old Karckin
since the mun was 20 and the two
of them taught in the same gram-
mur school in Lebanon,

*] taught French and he taught
religion,”  Azadian said. Rev.
Nouthan Manougian, a pastar of
an Armenian Church in Houston,
flew to Detroit just for the visit,
“This 18 an auspicious event for
all Armenions,” he soid.

Manouginn was among the
church’s clergy and membership
who attended the Friday night
service, which included the Enll-
erny Diocese's leader, Archibl
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