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Movie fanatics: Ruth Ruth, who plays St. Andrew's Hall
on Feb. 8 with Everclear and No Doubt named itself after
a charuc ter in Lily Tomlin's “The Incredible Shrinking

Woman.

* The band — from left, singer/bassist Chris

Rennedy, guitarist Mike Lustig, and drummer Dave
\mdn‘r — are touring in support of its debut “Laughing

Gallery.'

New York punkers
Ruth Ruth turn
free gig at club
into record deal

BY CIRISTINA FUOCO
STur WHITER

1t's hard to get any gig in New
York, let alone a weckly une. Usu-
sily, the band plays a gig one
month, takes the next off, and re-
tums the following manth.

The three members of the New
York pop punk band Ruth Ruth
didn’t let that dissuade them
from devising 3 plan to build a
following in the city. After tossing
around a handful of plans, singer/
bassist Chris Kennedy came up
with an idea that would allow
Ruth Ruth to generate a fanbase
without monepolizing any club’s
umn

We talked to the club owner at
this club called The Continental
in New York and told him we
were trylng to build a following,"
explained singer/hassist  Chris
Kennedy.

“Wa asked him if we could play
early when he didn’t have a band
playing and we'd play for free. He
it un and we did |t for about &
year and a half. At first we played

ta nobedy, but then after a year
end & hnl! we had a pretty good
following.”

Ruth Ruth’s perseverance paid
off. The trio met ita manager at
the club and subsequontly signed
a deal with American Recordinga.
Kennedy said he never ezpected
his weekly gigs would result in a
cantract.

“.“No way. Wo had no plan of st-
tack, but wo were atlacking, |
gusss. . . . We never thought that
fur. We just l.!lmught it would he

t to keep playing.

ml:ulh Ruth, which also includes
guitarist Mlko Luntig and
drummer Dava Snyder, have kept
on playing and will continue dur-
ing moat of 1996 which includes &
Feb, 8 8t. Andrew's date with
Everclear and No Doubt

. A few woeks back, Kennedy had
gther things on his mind. He's
just coma In his New Jersey home
which has been byried in snow
thanks to the “Blizzard of 1096.”
With ahovsling hehind hlm, x.rh

nody warmly spoke
Rulh's dubm album "I..udilnx
(atlery” and hit single “Uninvit-
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The album cxplores Kennedy's
inner-mast insecurities — and
securities, like in “Uninvited.”

“With that tuna ] wanted to try
to write n tunc that shuwed what 1
went through growing up. 1 hung
out on my awn a lot and 1 didn't
care. I'd rather be alone than
hang out with a bunch of dumb
people,” said Kennedy, 28.

1 kind of wrate that tune in an
affirming light. You can be unin.
vited on your own and that can be
a really good thing.”

HKennedy relates the musicaily
choppy “Mission Idiot" to a
screwed up retationship song.

“You can't get out of it. You
know yau're a chump. No matier
whot you do, you're always in »
bad wpot,” maid Kennedy who's
happily married.

In this case, the title came be-
fare the song.

“1'm really happy with ‘Mission
1diot.’ 1 had that title for a long
time and [ couldn’t come up with
« tune. [ had sbout five of them
that dldn't work. Then I turned
around snd it showed up.”

“1 Killed Meg the Prom Queen’
Is a reaponse Lo Julle Brown's
“The Homummlnz Queen's Got &
Gun?"

“It's pretty much a venting
tune, It was writtan about my
graduation period, but [ wrote
that tune right about a year helore
we wanted to do the record. It's
about what 1've gone through, the
peaple 1 gew up with, and the
memory I have from growing up.
9'm kind of mln; hack to ali that
(stuff) naw.

“When I’m 40 1'l) be writing
ahout lv"ythlni 'm going
through now,”

Right now his band's focus is
its upcoming tours. Afler rejoin-
ing Evarclosr for & couple weeks,
Ruth Ruth will head ovar to Eng-
land in mid-February.

Kennedy has no problem with

romising fana who have seen
Flutlu Ruth open for Everclear be-
fore that they'll ste s much
lldllor show on Feb. 8.

“When we began the Everclear
tour we didn't know what the beii
we were doing from putting a
show together and playing well.
We wars all right but it was really
kind of a different thing going
from playing to 1725 peopla to 600-
800, You bave to be togather Lo
keep up with Everclear, § think we
bocame a better band under the
competition.”

Ruth Ruth and No Doubt open
for Buverclear ot 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 8, at SL Andrew's Hall,

431 E. rolt. Tickats
are §9 in /or the nﬂm

show. For mors information,
w NI-MELT or (810) 845
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Gruehng tour inspires fine album

BY CsRISTINA Froco
STare Whites

Like the Dave Matthows Band,
Hootio_and the Blowfish and
Bluea Traveler, the Chicago band
The Freddy Jones Band built ita
fullowing through rolentless tour-
Il'l

lmnlully the puinstaking 2.
year lour almost brought them
down.

“There was » lot of stuflf that
happened on  that  tour” ex-
ploined drummet Simon  Hor-

rocks.

“Wp almost ran out of money.
Vehiclea weee breaking down.
People were getting sick. Family
members died. 1t was like a ton of
bricks came dowa on the band. It
was a make it or break it tour. We
figured that if we could survive
through that tour, we could suz-
vive anything."

The tour was so grueling that
The Freddy Jones Band's mana.
gee and road manager suggested
the band “throw in the towel."
Harrocks, whose father died dur.
ing the tour, and the rest aof the
band insisted that they (finish.
Unbelievably, he said, thoy
mustersd the encrgy and the mo-
tivation to do that.

“Honeatly I don't know where it
comes from. You just do it. You
don't even think about it. I guess
it cames back from whon my mom
used to make me go to school if [
was sick,” Horrocks said.

From the bad, however, came
the guod The qumm turned its
experiences into its third, snd
most eritically acelaimed album
ta date, “North Avenuo Wake Up
Call” (Capricorn).

“All the experiences over thy
caurss of the year — like the time
we were stranded for a oy when
nur bus broke down in 115-degree
heat outaide of Clovis, N.M., ar
the death of my father during our
tour - got bottled deep inside us.
And when we finally got off the
road and inta the studio, these
memories came pouring out."

(Incidentally, on ita “North Av-
enue Wake Up Call” tour, the
band has gone through seven
opening banda, three tour mana-
gers, and three different buses.)

From the slide-powered “Hold
on to Midnight” to the haunting
“Whitrens," “North Avenue Wake
Up Call"” offe

fers & meladic, lyrical
scries of road-inspired anapahata.
Every song is framed by Tho
Freddy Jones Band's rich blend of
multi- layered three-part harmo-
nics, nml electric xul(ar: with

No Freddies here: The Freddy Joaes Band — from left, guitarist/vocalist Wayne Healy,
vocalist/acoustie guitarist Marty Lloyd, guitarist/vocalist Rob Bonaccorsi, ex-Dear-
born resident and drummer Simon Horrocks, and bassist Jim Bonaccorsi — brings its
neverending tour to the Blind Pig in Ann Arbor on Saturdaey, Jan. 27.

the alhumn has connections to the
road.

“After s Saturday night gig in
the Midwest, we're usually wo
pumped by the vnergy from play-
ing fur an sppreciative audieacoe
1hat we just drive all night, trying
te muke it home to Chicage by
dawn,” Harrucks said.

“*As soon as we hit the bhumps
and pothales of beat-up Narth
Avenuu on the north side of town
right about sunrise, one of us just
yells out, ‘North Avenue Wake
Up Call.’ And we'ro home,”

The Freddy Jones Band wus
farmed in Suuth Bend, {nd., by
vocalists/gquitarists Marty Lioyd
and Wayne Healy. The pair
muved the group ta Chicago in the
carly 19903, recruiting dramnier
Will Leanardt, haswist Jim Bonac-
corsi and guitarist Rob Benaccor-
8.

H A

who moved to Chica-

of i ban]n,
H d organ, snd
for flavor.
Bealden the songs, the name of

g0 10 years ago from Dearhomn,
came into the fold upan the rec-
Jati af his h

friend Leonard who was leaving

the band.
'l'hnmsh an lnunnu grass roats
that Juded mailing

Timus have changed, however.
The Freddy Jones Bewd contin-
ues 1o pique the interest of sadia

and i fellow

lints and word-of-muuth referrals,
The Freddy Jones Banid was able
to build up such a dedicated fol-
lowing that more than 120,000
people bought capies of its 1993
album “Waiting For The Night."
‘The band’s label, Ceapricorn
Records, then ro-issucd The Fred-
dy Junes Band's 1992 independ-
ent sell-titled album.

In the days when grunge bands
were getting the nods from recard
companies, Horrocks said, it was
incredible that banda like his gen-
erutesd that kind of response.

“At the time when all theso
(college rock) hands were getting
wtarted, tho muaical trond trend
was nathing like whot wo are.
‘Thuy weren't uven loaking towand
the future (of music like Tho
Freddy Jones Band). All tho
recard labeln were trying to find
the next Nirvana," he sald,

acts Dave Matthows Band, Hoo-
tie und the Blowfish and Sheryl
Crow are striking it big.

Gigging with those banda
helped boost The Freddy Jones
Bund from its tourlng-ln-a-"lit-
tle-atuptd-Ford-ven' stage to its
current  blg-time-touring-with-a.
tour bus set up.

“We're happy with what's hap-
pened. Now wo can afford ta do
higger shows and Jive a little bit
more of " comfortablo lifestylo on
thu read.”

The Freddy Jones Band per-
forms Satundoy, Jan. 27, al the
Blind Pig, 206-208 S. First St.,
Ann Arbor. Dours open at 830
p.m. for the 19 and older show.
Tickets are available at Ticket-
master. Far mare information, call
(810) 645-6666 or (313) 996-8556.

Band lugs piano for different sound

BY CHRIBTINA FUOCO
B Whin

Ben Folda dldn’t want toatant a
band that would get lost in the
sea of “alternative rock” bands.
Sao he, Robert Sledge, and Darren
Jesses purposely zet oul to do
samething different. They took 8
piane, fuzzy hase and punk-rock
drums and created Ben Folds
Five,

*'We didn't want 10 do the same
old thing at all. We figured having
it be a piano tric was & good way
to mix it up. . . . it took a full,
hig, commitment to make It what
It

And what a commitment it
turned out to be. Set against us-
ing an olectric piano, the hand
took on the difficult task of mav-
ing & piano sround the United
States during ite tour. As a mattay
of fact, the first time Ben Folds
Pivo was sbie to talk & promoter
into hiring piano movers Lo carry
the instrument from the truck to
the stage was for its show with
Heather Nava at The 8helter ba-
low 8t. Andrew's Hall In Detroft
[ast Septomber.

It proved to be m pretty motl
experiencs at baat, i

“"We saw thess skinny punked-
out kids and I sald, ‘Has snyone
neen anybody looking like plsno
rnwcrs?' They sald, ‘We'ss plano
movers.’ 80 they got the pl out
and 1 vullud that thess guys

didn’t know anything about mov.
ing » plano. [ told them ‘you goita
watch that. Planos sre hsavy (and
awkward)" "

They got ths piano to the stage
safely, but Polds leamned a valu-
able lesson.

“It turned out they weren't the
piano movers. They wore all theso
l.lll, lkinay, punk kida there for
se show at St. An.

dnvr'o. |u|

plano movars
Btuhrdll‘inbuhluhcmd

again and will prebably need help
maving their piano up to the sec.
ond Moor Tth House at 7 N. Sagl-
naw in Pontiac on Friday, Jan. 28,
Fhe hand is touring in support of
its welf-titled dehut for Caroline/
Passenger reconds,

Folis descrilies his 12-s0ng CD
as “punk rock for sissies’ but
critics have csiled it “phenomenal
mualc.” He aneaks humoar into al-
most svery sang.

In the loungy heginning to "Un-
derground” Folds, at timea ali
ing like Joe Jackson, taken jal ut
alternativo rock kids leoking for
monh pits. The fuzzy-rock “Uncla
Walter” tella the story of that
ever-sa-annoying relative who
talks an and on shout paimlnu
things. The full-forca rocker “Ju-
llanns™ s shout a girl who looks
Iike Axl Rose while “Boxlng," an
imagined conversation betwesn
Muhsmmed All and Howard
Cosell, has walta-Hke timing to it

“All the songs on tha CD span
from ones 1 wrote in high schoo}
ta something § wrote in the studio
while we wers working on the
record. . . . It's the beat of my
sangwriting™

Folds hes playsd the
aince he was & when hin father
took the Instrument as payment
for some remodeling work he did,
Falds's parents didn't have to
pressure him to practice tike some
do — it was actusliy the opposite.

“I'd get up at 6 or 7 in the
morning playing plano and wak-
ing up my parents, | think they
wore sorry Lhoy got that pian,

Taking lessons wasn't his
thing, so he lsamned on hls own.

"l ,L ust knew um that was

i v-n the

t. 1'd be
xf lnbodnnulanrD(n
t) hunlnﬁ 1o an Blton John
s tape recorder,

I’d uv, 'When 3 waks up I'm
plnlunintbmmdpluthu

{ano *

'$0s plano man:  The guitarless Chapel Hill, N.C., band
Ben Folds Five — from left, drummer Darren Jessee,
pianist/singer Ben Folds, and bassist Robert Sledge.

song.’ | went to the pisno and of
courss I didn’t do It but I had the
dumb canfidence to play It no
matter what.”

Years aftar the temper tan-
tded, Falds is now mak-
ing his living behind s plano,
Paldn jen't a blg on musicians’
stage antics, so being shacklied to
# plano at shows (2 fine with him.

“I'm not a big fan of jumping
sround a» a musiclan anywsy. It

ust Jooks [ike  big wind up wy
umping tround on stage. I'm
don'’t to worry shout

If you're phy{n. plano and Ju
sitting there, that’s probahly l.
ter. Don't get me wrong, though.
Wa hiavs & resliy good th

Take a good look at lano, *
he sald. Tha scars from his gigs
show,

Ben Folds Five and 3 ib, Thril
play ihe 7th House, 7 N, Saginaw,
Pontiae, on Friday, Jan. 88, Doort
'gzn at 8 pam. for the all-agey

'3 Tkkus are §8.80 in od.
vance, For more
{810) 335-8100 or

tion, call
10) 845-8048,
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