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He managed nicely!
City better for Costick’s efforts

il Costick is o lame-duck city offivial
B wha deesu't wobble, Not one bit Al

though his days in Farmington Hills
are numbered, City Mauager Bill Costick is
still striding the seene like same colos:

“What! You hiven't seen our new trails at
Woodland Hills Park? Tell you s hat: You and
wie're gaing tor o ngde, Costick, evee the
baoster, to a journalist as they stambin the
Tood line M commuamty breakfst.

By this time, the word i out: William M
Cuostick i leavin' Dadge, headuay: north to
manage i luxury resort on the shores of Little
Traverse Bay. It's the huee of Farmington-
area afficialdum that merning

There isn't a politician or an ofticial io the
erowd who docs it envy Costick’s future — ar
his past

Cuostick, the man who gaves the city numag-
vr form of guvernnwent a pood natae, hus been
managing cities most of his working life. Over
the last 13 years, he's guided Farnnogtun
Hills over some bumpy roads sately past polit-
ical squabbles, population explosions and de-
velopment dustups.
armington Hills, while hardly on
v Street, svems o be gliding smoothly
cenough inte ity status as i well-tinaneed, well-
managed maintenance suburb with wany ex-
cellent reasons for caming and staying. Much
ol this sucvess is Custick’s doing.

Farmington Hills, in our opinion, was a
town at the vrossronds when Costick arcived
in the early 19805, Back then, it was a chunk
of geography that was in the way of some on-
rushing comwmercial and residentinad develop-
ment sweeping north and west through
Qakland County.

But Castick was the vight man at the right
phaee at the right time, Whils politicans played
politivs — with consequenees that sometimies
embarrassed the city — Costick well, Costick
just managed the city.

And he had the vision and the work ethic
antl the leadership skills ta mannge quite
meely.

With its parks system, paved roeads and -
proved infrustructure, Farmington Hills is a
maore fivable city than it was when Costick
first came on the seene. Let's be honest about
it: A lut suburba in the first tier of Oukland
and Macamb counties haven't fared nearly ns
well, tax-base wise or service wise,

The chullenge for the next city manager
will be ta keep up Castick's good work, There
have to be o multitude of very good reasons
for people Lo come ta — not go through — this
community.

The lewlers have to make it a place where
fulks are camfortable living, working and
spending money. That's what running a so-
called maintenance town is all about.

Education a national birthright

“It is only the wnurant who despise educa-
tion."— Publins Syrus

ore than a century ago, educator Ho-
M race Mann pushed possionately for

public support and control of the
quickly growing network of American schools.

The Massachusetts native also made an im-
passioned piteh fur benter-truined weachers
and aroused community interest for improve
ing the basic eurriculum.

In Mana's time, with public education inits
infancy and farming the leading source of
jobs, the rudiments of learning often were lim-
ited to reading, writing and arithmetic.

‘Fa nchieve profeasionul and persanal security
in today's fiereely competitive warld, however,
we need a more rigerous approach o education,
Meeting that challenge is the job of the school
board trustee, hardly the prestige comnmunity-
service post of years past. You're naw just as
apt to catch brickbats as plaudits. And the pay
i token or nothing. But it's a key job.

Within this backdrop, school boards this
month are observing School Board Recogni-
tion Menth, a Michigan tradition celebrated
nationally for the first time this year.

How ironic that America’s best-known
school teacher, Christa McAuliffe, died aboard
the apace shuttle Challenger 10 years ago this
coming Sunday: Jan. 28, 1966. For challenge

- is the essence of teaching — challenging to-
morrow'’s adults to reach fur the stars today in
their quest for knowicdge.

Upwards of 75 percent of the toxpayers in
some districts don't have students in the
schools. But public educutinn is an American
birthright. We're ohligated to provide it —and
provide it we do at significant public cost.

Cansider: Rochester schoals, with the
largest enrollment in Oakland County, hnvo
12,458 students, 23 buildi 1,457 employ

sons: n steppingstone to higher office, a pussion
fur the educational process, the power the job
bringa, a simple love of kids. No matter: there's
plenty of debate fodder for this June's races —
curriculum, facilities, technotogy, finances,
staffing, drug-free zones, dropout rates, enrich-
ment, literacy, public trust, reading ukills,
graduation requirements, attendance bound-
arics, test scores, cuitural diversity.

Oakland County’s 186 schoal bocrd trusteea
are clected to provide equal learning opportu-
nitics based an financial resources at hand and
to involve a cross-scction of the public in all
faceta of ¢lassroom education. They’re entrust-
«d to listen attentively to taxpayers but nat let
special-interest groups color their convictions.

They're e d to vote their i with
the students ot heart and the entire district in
mind, nat defend hallow p ptions
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QUESTION:

What's on
your mind?

‘This I8 wonder-
tul, the coming
togeiher of the
community like

We asked this
question at the
inaugurat Rain-
baw Recogni-

ton Hills.

‘How greit it is
that puople got
together like
this.*

this.' Francls Qojca} | sity.' iy name men-
tion "‘Y“’ds Marash Vula] Farmington tavely Tom | tloned.
8reakfast Jan. Farmington Hills Farmington Dave Johnson
16 in Farming- Hills Hills Farmington

‘I was on the
muiticultural
student panel
and | didn't get

‘Puople need Vo
oxpress them
selves when it
comes 1o diver-

Hills
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‘Beacon of Reason’

amlhye Mr. Costick. I was shacked and
G dismayed to hear about your decision
to leave aur fair city.

Throughout afl the teints and teibulations
that Farmington Hills has been through in vo-
cent years, you have been u steady beacan of
reason nud compromise, and a glue that leld
us together. You will be sorely missed.

Alot of fulks in this city know that you are
one of the finest city managers sround, Gue
city is losing o grent assct.

Roy A. Lindhardt, Furmington Hills

‘Always availabie’
y George, T think they (Far

gress at the time, eh?

They let her get away with it, and it turned
inte just one of the issues of the brooming of
Congress in November 1984,

That being so, Whitewater and Travelgate
muy bu prior examples of Hillary's mind set.

Odd how the Rose law firm papers just hap-
pened to turn up two days after the statuts of
limitations on them expived. Yes, Hillary is a
lawyer all right.

Wamen, in their rightful hunger for femi-
nine rights and progression in this world,
st not let the imagoe of o strong, bright,
poised woman lure them away fram the truth
of right and wrong.

To allow that is self delusion and a detri-
ment ta growth ne a person ar as a group.
Only a disinterested guost of truth should up-
ply here, not warship of imagery or selfish
parti

Hills City Council members) hava got
it! Or at least they're starting te get it,
Rill Costick where you're going, west of
Petosky, ia pretty close to heaven, ot least in
summer. The drive between Petogky and Cross
Village on Highway 110 panks right up there
with the 17-mile drive ot Manterey, Calif,

I didn't agree with yau on a lot of things, hut
at least you were always available. Thanks to
you, my yard does not flood anymere.

And ta {Observer calumnist) Tim Richard,
on your Jan. 18 calumn about growing police
state thinking amen.

Konneth Kemp, Farmington Hills

Abcut Hillary

o: Judy Berne. Re: Your Hillary Clinton
T column tJan. 18).Fur openers, let me

state that I am an independent vaoter,
not Democratic or Republican, so I have no ax
to grind,

1 find it alarming that you think a poised,
umart, impressive perscn would do no wrong.
Aru not the worlds most successful con

/ paised, smart, impresaive?

in the ever-changing world of public educa-
tion, no school district can remain atatic. The
secret is assuring change in the education of
kids during their most impressionable years ia
ohjectively measured. The will of the people,
not the whim of the school board, must prevail.

With School Board Recognition Manth asa
springboard, take a moment to find out who
your are and begin ta follow their votes

and a $85 million budget. Farmington, the
fifth largest district, has 11,634 | 27

lhmugh our newspaper, district mailings and
of Then make sure you

buildings, 1,469 employces and a $108 million
budget. Birminghom, the 10th largest district,
has 7,612 students, 18 buildings, 1,240 em-
ployees and a $78 s.!llion budget.

People run for school board for many rea-

This was the weel's news from yoars gone
by as reported in the Farmington Observer
and the Farmington Enterpiise:

W 40 YEARS AGO — JAN. 26, 1956
{ENTERPRISE)

Floyd A. Caims was appointed Farmington
Township clerk to i} the unexpired term of
Harry N. McCracken. The 80-year-old Mc-
Cracken had resigned, closing out a 50-year ca-
reer in public scrvice. About 40 bow-and-arrow
hunters attended a rabbit hunt in Farmington
Township spol d by the F

Archers Club. No rabbits were bagged.

B 10 YEARS AGQ — JAN. 23, 1988
{OBBERVER}

Louis Schulman, retired Farmington Public

register to vote by day 13 and vote on June 10.
Voting isn't just a privilege. It's a reaponsi-

bility in a repreaentative democracy.

Bob Sklar is managing editor of our Oakland

County edition:

Schools superintandent, was honored ot a party.
Ken Georges and Billy Otto combined for 32
points end 14 assists to lead Harrison past
Plymouth Salem, 68-55.

M 1 YEAR A0 — JAN, 28, 1895
{OBSERVER)

Gerald Nelson, parks and recreation director
in 8¢, Clair Shores, was hired to manage
Farmington Hills’ new ice arena.

Nowspaper owner Phil Power spoks on Parm-
inglon-ares history to Highmeadow Comumon
Campus.

The Farmington Hills Planning Cammhdnu
approved the site plan for the

Having these attributes will not automati-
cally moka a person honest and pure,

In fact, being too smart can be a trap when
a person understands and rovels in that
smartness. They develop a pride of self (re-
member the stary of Lucifer) that leads to sr-
rogant assumptions that they think their
points of view and ideas are above thosa of
others. That to indulge and consider cther
idens only slows implementation of the right
idea, hence the veil of sccrecy amund lhs dm-

inns ahout gocialized A

Another fact pointing to arrogance is that
Hillary’s panel on medicine waa borderiine, if
not actually illegal, in the way that it was im-
paneled and structured so apart from Con-
gress.

Goaod thing she atill had a Democartic Con-

Tom Murphy, Farmington Hills

They work hard
ewer employees, mare workload, long
F houra with little time ta stap and chat
with customers.

It's a common theme in many workplaces
today. That's why, I was surprised, when it
happened at my office, it made front pago of
the Jan. 8 Qhserver.

1 wark for the Farmington Hills Pest Office.
My ca-workers and 1 spend lang hours fulfill-
ing vur ohjective: That everyone receive their
mail delivery every day. Some daya wo work
long past dark ta accomplish this. It's impor-
tant to us that you get your mail.

In the good old days, that mail was deliv-
ered hy the snme person at the same time
every day. You knew your carrier’s name and
occauionally had coffee with him.

But things change. We nffer o much-ex-
panded varicty of services, longer window
hours — all with the same number of employ-

Ces.

We do the best we can. When you see aur
trucks out past dark, try to remember tho ded-
ication behind that warker. The mail must go
through. But it's not necessarily carried by the
same person at the same time every doy.

Renane Vinson, Fnrmingmn Hills

Opinions 70 ta b3 skarcd: Wa welcome your
ideas, as do your neighbors. That's why wo of-
far Lhis space on & weokly basis for opinions 1n
your own words. We will help by editing for clar-
ity. To assure authenticity, wo ask that you
sign your tetter and provida a contact tefephone
number.

Lettars should be malied to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observer, 21898 Farminglon Road,
Farminglon 48336.
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Our Msssion: “Because we publish community mw'paptn, we think about mmmumly)ournclum
They I

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger comp

Timbercrest development st 12 Mile and Mid-
diebelt.

to be
in to write the unusual or

dent from the stories and

they cover, Pl

amlatkmal and then dashing off to cover something else. We regard ourselves as both accurate
Journalists and as curing citizenas of the communities where we work.”

— Philip Fower




