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DETROIT (AP) — More
Michigan residents are calling
manufactured housing home,
but the structures don’t resem-
ble the old trailers many peoplo
still associnto with the term.

“People have tha image that
everyona who lives in a manu-
factured home is a hick that
lives in a trailer,” sald Jarry
McMic}:ael, who llves lna‘ 1,768-

Manufactured houses
popular in Michigan

clation president.

Buyers nclude a croas-section
of the population, DeWitt sald,
Including oldor people, single
raothers and the middlo class,

Further challenging the ideas
many poople have about manu-
factured homos, University of
Michigen architecture Professor
Kats Wamer recontly nw'ngd

Cathedral ceilings need planning

Having 8 house built is one of
most oxciting yot trying timealn o
family's life. And it's the perfoct
tima to bulld in ali of the beauti-
ful design options and amenities
you have always dreamed of, .

One of the most popular design
options in houses today are catho-
dral cellings, and {t's easy to see
why. Cathedral cellings offer o
dramatic appearance both Inside
and outside of a house, They can,
h , pOBO BOmE i
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that the homes are
valent to 1 homes.

! ome
in Romulus,

“Thot's just nat true. Theso
are beautiful homes that are just
a8 nice g3 any othera.”

About 500,000 state residents,
or one in cvery 18, lives In man-
ufnctured housing, and the total
is increasing. Natlonally, there
has been o 48.9 percent increase
in the number of menufactured
hormes since 1991,

The Michigan Manufactured
Housing  Associotion reported
sules of 8611 manufactured
homes through October and
could set a record for 1996
Pushing the change in Michlgan
are lower prices, better quality
ond the possage of Propossl A,

“Sales in the manufacturcd
houslng industry have exploded
in the last couple years. We can
barely keep up with the de-
mand,” satd Tom DeWitt, asso-

4

Bxcept in price. A manufac-
tured home costs an average of
$39,600, compared with on aver-
age of $110,000 for 8 new home,

“We wanted oiir own homa
and wo didn’t want to spend too
much money,” sald Patricia
Hunter of Dearbarn Heighta,
“When you are inside, you can’t
tell the differonce from a regular
house.”

More thon half the menufac-
tured homes in Michigan are sit-
uated in thelr own communities,
with the rest on private lots. De-
pending on the community, reai-
dents pay $200 to $426 a manth.

Another fuctor that helped
communities of manufactured
houaing become nccepted was
the passage of Proposal A, which
altered achool funding to dimin-
jah the importance of praperty
taxes.

condensation, .

If your house plans call for ea-
thedral colling, the CertainTeed
Homo Institute recommends that

you discuss the following with
your contractor or builder to en-
sure comfortable, envrgy efficlent
construction and a beautiful exte-
rior design,

& High-performance fiber ginss
batts: Unlika standard insulation,
high performance batts are do.

g Cathedral cellings offer a dramatic appear-
ance both Inside and outside of a house. They.
can, however, pose some construction chal-
fenges, particularly in the area of Insulation,
ventilation and condonsation.

signed specifically for cathedral
cellings to provide greater thormal
officiency in smaller space while
allowing room for ventilation.
High density batts like Cor-
talnTeed's are availoble 8%-inch-
thick R-30 and 10-inch-thick R-

38,

® Alr Space: Inuist that your
bullder leavo at least somo space,
% Inch or more, for alr

circulation hetween the insuls-
tion and the roof deck.

® Ventilation: The best syatem of
ventilation is a combination eavo
(or soffit) or continuous ridge.
This type of ventilation system
allows for the movement of air un-
der the roof deck, which can minl-
mize molsture problems.  *
® Skyligh kylights can be un-

YHE!

ventilated areas unless both high
and low ventilation openings are
provided.

For more information on cathe-
dral ceilings and [nsulation write
to the CertainTecd Homo Insti-
tute, P.O. Box 880, Valley Farge,
PA 19482 or call 1-800-782-8777
and aak for the “How To Insulate
Cathedral Cellings" brochure.
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