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POINTS OF VIEW

Take a bite of Birm

s New York dtivers on the FDR

Drive in Manhattan approach -

G0th Stroot, they aro greeted by &
“giant, looping aluminum epiral weav-
ing gracefully through tho sky,” wroto
reporter Carol Vogel in Monday's New
York Times,

- “East River Roundabout” by inter-
nationally-known sculptor Alice Ay-
vock is Manhattan's newest work of
public art, and tho centerpivce of a $2.6
million pavilion on the site of a former
Sanitation Department garage.

A ling to Voge!, it fi the
city's wateritont.

Sometime noxt year, Oukland Coun-
ty drivors along Woodward Avenue ao
it veers off to become Hunter also will
ted by an Alice Aycock sculip-

.

Aycock, a New Yorker, recently was
awarded the commission to croate &
“guteway sculpture” for the city of Bir-

mingham by the gatoway ce of

Hopes are that “the Birmingham Ay-
cock” will transform the city's south-
crn entrance on the grassy triangle just
south of the city's tallest structure, the
555 Building.

“We don't know what it's going ta
be,” sald Maureen Van Dine, the
transplanted Now Yorker who epoar-
heads the gateway committec. Thoy'll
know more in a couple of months.

“We just told her wo want the bost
Alico Aycock there ever was,” Van Dine
says.

Sume may think it presumptuous to
use world class art as the signaturo for
Birmingham. After all, moat suburbs
have stgns.

But athers fancy Birmingham, the
downtown for many of our communi-
ties, as Manhattan on a tidicer scalc..

Ten yeara ago, the Bloomfield Hills
office of )'Arcy Masiue Bunton &
Bowles graciously ou!!!pcd a uumn'lo

s

the Cultural Council of Birmingham/
Bloomtield.

Seed money was put up by the city's
Principal Shopping District. The rest
~— $1300,000 total — s expocted to bo
raised through contributions, with do-
nors’ names listed at tho eite.

top
1l'uwmuwn for a special Eccentric so-
ries.

‘I'ho creative minds at D'Arcy came
up with the slogan “Birmingham - The

1n fact, failure to bring Broadway

ingham, the ‘better

Ono of tho ads thoy produced showed
a couplo cating at an outdoor cafo with
the “Blrmingham - Tho Better Apple"
headline acrous the top. It was accom-
panied by the statemont, “Think of it
as Manhattan without the Sushi bars.”

Another verslan was a young mother
and daughter on the sidewalk, shop-
ping bags in hand. The tagline: "Think
of it a8 Fifth Avenuo without the taxi
fuines.”

In artt circles, Birmingham's well-re-
s:aulc{d nuilen;lblngc of galleties i often

Better Apple”. They were drawing, of
caurse, on Now York City's promotion
s “The Big Apple”.

ide New York. That's
as in “Birmingham has more world-
class galleries than any cily between
Chicago and New York™.

quality to Birmingham probably
doomed live productions at the Bir-
mingham Theatre. The Nederlander
{)rganization, which goes first-clags in
New York and at the Fisher Theatro in
Detrolt, skimped on Birmingham, So-
phisticated area residents responded
by not attending.

Now thoater owners, Brion and Car-
ole liteh Tropeck, know bettor. And
metro area film bufls can hardly wait
for the theater's restoration this spring
as a top-rated movie house — just
down the streot from “the Birmingham
Aycock”.

The Ingredients aro thore. What if
Birmingham really turncd out to be the
bettor Applet

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloom-
field resident, is former managing edi-
tor of the Eccentric Newspapers. You
can leave her a voice mail message at
(:313)953-2047, ext. 1997 or write or fax
a letter to the editor of this newspaper.
To find out more or make a coniribu-
tion toward “the Birmingham Aycock”,
call (810) 988-7278 (988-7TART).

apple’ -

# Sometime noxt yosr,
Oakland County drivers
along Woodward Avonuo as
it veers off to become
Hunter also will be greeted
by an Alice Aycock sculp-
tura. Aycock, a New Yorker, -
recently was awarded the
commission to create a
“"igateway sculpture’ for

the clty of Blrmingham by
the gateway committee of
the Cultural Councli of Blv-
mingham/Bloomfield. .
Somo may think it presump-
tuous to use world ctass art
as the signature for Bir- :
mingham. After all, most
suburhs have signs. But :
others fancy Birmingham,
the downtown for many of
our communities, as Man-
hattan on a tidlor scals.

Names of public job applicants can’t be secret

Supposoe your local town couneil
voted in October to set the property tax
rate, but then refused to reveal it to
you. The November election passcs.
“Wait "l you get your tax bill Dec. 1,"
they tell you.

“Zouuls! Something's amiss,” you
are likely ta say. IV'e your wallet, You
think yau ought ta know the tax rate
ahead of time 8o you can plan your
finunces and kow you'll vote in the
clectiun. Your local council viaolated
the law andd political good sense.

That example is fictional.

Suppase your schoal board is cansid-
cring discipline of aix students for drug
activity on school grounds. The stu-
dunts request a closed hearing — per-
missible under the Open Meetings Act.

Afterwards, the board votes in open
meeting to suspend them, but refers Lo
ther only by number, not namo. And
the board doean’t name them in the
minutes, its official record. Your offi-
cials give you a cock-and-bull story
phuul "unwarranted invasion of an in-

re-read Gov. John Engler's State of the State

dividual's privacy.”

“Odids bodkins!" you say. “l want to
know who these had Kisls are s0 1 can
keep iy youngsters away from thom.”

That example is true. Jt's in o 1882
state Court of Appeals case called Pal-
ladium vs. River Valley Schoot Dis-
trict, The Herald-Palladium, a Berrien
County paper [ hud the honor ta wark
for prior te this case, sued to have the
names revealed in the minutes.

“Boords of education act only
through their minutes,” said the Court
of Appeats. “The minutes cannot be al-
tered or supplemented . . . (The}
minutes must contain the student’s
name. The facts cannat be hidden by
using the student’s number.”

We come to a more recent, statewide
example thot affects more people. The
Natural Resources Cammission is
hunting for a new directar to replace
the suddenly departed Roland Hari
Some i, request confid
:)!! in the screening proceas — permissi-
hie.

Gov. Engler is partisan,
but he’s a man of ideas

But then the NRC, mecting in Novi
Jan. 11, votes in apen session to ad-
vance four candidates to the interview
process — Rodney Stokes of MDNR,
Tracey Mehan of the Great Lakes Off-
ice, Michael Carrier of the Iowa depart.
mens and a “mystery candidate.”

Whoa! How can a public bady vote in
public on a public appointec and keep
his name secret?

NRC made a mistake. Chairman
Larry DeVoyst and the members may
have meant well, but they made 2 mis-
take. It stinks," said publicher Glen

5 4 at the North Woods Call.
“Proubling. . . It should nat be
shrouded in secrecy,” said George
Weeks at The Detrait News.

Right. NRC and the DNR can ill af-
ford to stir up public distrust.

1 filed a Freedom of Information Act
request with DNR on Jan. 12, citing
the River Valley case. DNR turned it
down. Ta its credit, the agency came
through with the nume an Jan. 17, after
it had severnl days ta call the mystery
candidate (K.L. Cool of North Dakota)
and warn him that his name had o be
revealed, and that he'd better get his
fiouse in arder back home or plan to
cdrop aul.

1t was never worth a lawsuit. Butit's
the kind of mistake that NRC, with a
luwyer to advise it, never should have
made for one day, let alone for nearly o
week.

And the lesson is that a public hody
can't do public business and keep it o
seeret.

Tim Richard reports on the local im-
plications of state and regional cvents,

@ The Michlgan Natural Re-
sources Commission,
meating in Novl Jan. 11,
votes In open sesslon to
advance four candldates to
the Intorview process —
Rodney Stokes of MDNR,
Tracey Mohan of the Great
Lakes Office, Michael Car-
ries of the lowa department
and a “‘mystery candi-
date.” Whoal How cana
public body vote in pubilc
on a publle appointee and
keep his name saecrat? NRC
made a mistake. Chalrman
Larry DeVuyst and the
mombers may have meant
woll, but they made a mis-
take.

I speech aver the weekend.

Some may see this as an odd way to spend
scaree leisure time. But T found it warthwhile to
reflect a few days distant from all the Engler-
for-vice-president hype and hotly partisan tone.
1 reached three canclusions:

1. The governot is serious ahout wellare re-
form.

Project Zero, a pilot program to be tested in
two urban and four small town and rural aress,
will focus the Department of Sacial Services on
surveying welfare recipients, identifying barri-
ers to employ and subsidizing g

services Lo ease Lhe transition to watk.

The administration is hudgeting an extre $40
million next year on transporistion and child
care, two factors which make it hard for young
maothers on welfare ta get 8 job, which DSS Di-
rector Gerald Miller argues is a good deal be-
cause cach welfare recipient maved off the rolls
saves the Laxpayers around $10,000 a year.
Able-hodied adulta enrolied in Project Zero
would either sccepl a job or lose welfare bene-
fits.

For a governor whase initial views on the sub-
ject consisted of saying thst people on welfare
are jurt & bunch of lazy bums, Project Zerois
big-1ime movement. It risks aliensting those
folks who stili think anybody on welfare is a
Jazy bum, but it has the virte of reslism in
offering help for folls without skills or trans-
port or child care.

2. In politics these days, ideas matier s lot.

The recent Republicsn rensissance was
fuclod at heart by » whole bunch of new ideas

hallenging fixed Dy s orthodoxies that
sun back through the Great Society all the way
to the New Deal. )

¢ Cutting Laxes stimulates economic growth.
The welfare state encourages 8 culture of de-

d B icgo isinher-
kntly inefficient and clumay, 50 pdvauun; gov-
fromental services makes sense. Crime is bad:
abortion is worse; unions stink; morality

tounts.
These ideas may be good of bad. Most likely,

Mﬁumwtmhnmwwlhw

are new, and they challenge standard Demo-
cratic thinking that zan out of gas about 15
yuars ago.

Engler's State of the Slate speech makes the
point. In sddition to proposing Project Zero, he
pushed for tax-free Renaissance Zones for run-
down urban aress, suggested a centralized sys-
tem for coliecting child suppert and plans to
consalidate the Departments of Labor and
Cummerce to form the Department of Consum-
cr 2nd Industry Services.

1 Mick

| cannot [ igen g as
filled with new and far-rcaching ideas.

3. The best way for » political minority 1o be-
come & majority is to quil carping and come up
with its own new ideas. Michigan Democrats,
tentatively and st Jong 1ast, are bepinning to
come Lo grips with this truth.

They are drafting bills to cut the Michigan
income tax, creste a state network of high-tech
information links and fight crime by putting
more cops on the beat.

It took the Republicans yoars is the political
wilderncss, but minority status does wonders to
conceptrate the mind. Democrats bave a lopg
way to go, but it might just be they are fesrning
this importast trsth.

Phil Powcr is chairman of the company that
owns this newspaper. His Touch-Tone voice
mail number is (313) $63-2047, Ext. 1880.
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