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Ceramic tile is durable,

If you have a foyer with herd-
wood, vinyl or carpeted flooring,
you know how tough it can be to
protect the surface (rom dirt ond
water. Installing glazed ceramic
tile solves all these problems.

s as durable a8 any flooring
tile you can use, easy to maintain
and looks new almost indefinite-
ly. And it comes in u varicty of
colors und patteens — subdued
varth tones, bright pastels, or
with hand.painted figuring.

Pick u color to match your
foyer. A dark, slightly mottled
surface texture with satin glaze
louks unobtrusive and makes for
w less slippery surface than highly
Wlazed tile. It also makes cleanup
CaNy.

A sulid foundation is essentinl
if you want your ceramic floor to
Iust. You van lay the tile dircctly

over the existing floor, and this
will make the job simpler. Bo sure
the Noor has no give, and that its
surface will provide good band for
the tile.

If you want a near-level tranai-
tiun from the tiles surfaco to the
adjuining hardweod or other Noor-
ing. remove the existing flooring
fieat. This also allows enough
clearance for the front duoor to
swing over a tuat or small throw
g

Start taking up floering by re.
moving the bascboard und quar-
ter-round from the walls. If you
plan 1o reuse this trim, pry it ofl
carefully. Then establish the line
where the tite witl abut the adja-
cent flooring. In most cases, this
line will be decided for you by the
end of the wall of the fuyer. How-
ever, if your (loor plan lets you
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choose an arbitrary line, you
might consider the tile size, plus
the width of the graut apaces, and
oltow full, uncut tilea along the
front and back edges,

After marking the cutoff line at
exact right angles to the walls, use
a circular saw to cut this division
between thle and existing floaring.
Set blade-protruston at the thick.
ness of the surfuce flouring. Ro-
move the fleoring fram the arcw to
be tiled and pull aut the proteud-
ing naila.

With the subfloaring expuosed,
glue and nail down exterior-grade
plywood subllooring. The
plywond should be thick enough
to hring the surfaca af the tile just
a fractiun of an inch lower than
the surface of the adjoining floor.

good looking flooring

able from tile suppliors, to nssure
uniform spacing, Some tiles are
made with built-In separators lo
keep the grout spaces equal,

With the tiles in position, mark
the floor area in aquares, For o
smull area, you can mack each tile
on the subfioor. This provides
precive tile placement und helps
ta axxure straight lines and con-
sistent grout widths. For lurger
areas, luy out workable squares ol
four, six ur nine tiles in each di-
rection. Mukv your marks, pick

the tiles and snup chialk lines.
adhesives ure  available
cemly-mixed, but for a heavy-traf-
fic floor like a foyer, three-part
epoxy mwutic v more duruble.
Mix the three parts l(lxul!lt'lr to
o

When calculating this height, al-
law slightly less than one-eighth.
inch for the thickness of the tile
mustle. Far a smouth and stable
surface, caver the plywomd scams
witha latex underlayment sealer.
With a fuirly small foyer, lny
out the tiles on the subfloor to
determine  the starting  point.
Carefully set cach tile along o
steel rule allowing equal grout
spaces between tiles. You can alse
get precision tile spacers, avail-

the i y
the product puckage. Spread the
mized mustie with o potehed
trawel  with  threo-cighthneinch
teeth, Apply the mastic cevenly
within a murked square leaving
the chulk lines exposed. Work a
aquare cantaining aix ta 15 tiles
ut a time, depending on how {aat
yuu work and how muny tiles you
have to cut.

If you spread the mastic too far
in advance, it may dry before you
cun place all the tiles. You should
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hie abln to do must of your cutting
before sproading the mastic to
avoid dry-out.

Cutting ceramie tile s not hurd
if you have the proper toals. Most
tile doalers ront thess cutting
tools. A tile cutter scores o
squured line across the surfuve ol
u tite, then breaks it cleanly alung
that linu. A hand-held tile nipper
trims away amall amueunts of tile
undd cuts shapes to fit around ob-
structions  lke  heating  pipes.
Since the baschoard and quarter:
round molding cover the edge, you
don't have to make a perfectly
atruight line at the wall. Do make
clean cuts around door caslngd
where the edge will shaw and
leuve space for grout.

Place euch tile corefully within
the square, aligning the first row
with 2 centeal chulk line. Align
the asccand row with adjeining
tiles. Give cach tile a alight twinst
as you place it to swaure goud-
tranafer of adhesive onto the back
of the tile, Preas down firly on
cach untll you seo mastic
squeeze slightly out from under
all four edgen. Periodically check
your work for straight alignment
and equal spacing.

Let the udhesive dry for 12
hours  before  applying  grout.
Grouts, like tile udhesives, come
in powder form and premixed
Use o powder if sn exact colo
match mutters, For floor use, add
o lotex groutreinforeer. Allow the
mix to st o] minutes be-

fore nulur(inh be sure Jou have

campletely integratod the lates
ndditive blend. .

Spread the grout generoualy
aver the tiles using a rubber grout
float to force it down into the
spaces between tho tiles, ARer 20
minutes, wipo the surface with a
dump aponge.

Guaerally, the grout llne should
b kept slightly below the curve
the top edge of the tile. Thin re.
duces cleanup malntonance later.
Haowever, you can set the grout in
the lower graoves il you would llke
the overall surfuco to have a marc
textured appearance. Strike the
grout lines with a smooth, round.
el instrument. The rounded han.
dle of an old toothbrush works
well.

Let the grout dry overnight,
then use a coarse clath, like bur-
lap, ta scrub away the powdery
film on the tile surfocu. Scrub
along the rounded edges of the
tiles to remave nny excess grout.
This done, you can re-nall the
Timschourd and the quarter-round,
After theee duys, apply silicone
grout senler to keep it from ab.
satbing dirt and make cleaning
easier.

Du nat wax ar upply other aur-
face contings to a ceramlc tiled
floor and dan't drop anything
henvy on it that cauld crack the
tile. It needs no other wpectal care
except annual scrubbing and re-
cuating with silicane grout sealer,
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