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Retailers
cash in
on love

# Everywhere you shop
these days, it's hearts and
flowers. More candy is now
sold for Valentine’s Day
than Mother's Day.

Ready your table
for a romantic eve

By SUSAN DEMAGGI0
N1 WD

If you're not paying attention, Val.
entine’s Day can sneak up on you,
Jenving you without areows for cu.

ide candlelight dinner for two on Val.
pid's bawstrings.

night?

A b romance! 1s there anything better than a
fi

enti

Your neighbarliood mall ar Main
Street retailer wanta to make sure
you're well urmed for the big day Feb,
14 with cardn, flowerx, choculates and
lingeeic . . . and it wouldn't hurt to
include gifts for {riends, children,
teachers and oven petal

The menu might include a heart salad (combine
artichoke hearts and hearts of palm with baby let-
tuces) and heart vegetables (make carrot and tue-
nip cutouts with tiny heart-shaped cutters). Coq
au vin is an elegant entree and a chocolate desaert,
the food of the gods, guarantees a petfect ending.
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Afternoon delight: A different kind of cheesecake was served at the Cooks’s Garden in down-
towen Birmingham Wednesday afternoon, to the surprise of diners David Grant (center) and
Gary Busch. Models presented romantic gifts from Harp's Lingeric on S. Woodward in Bir-

mingham.

Of course the setting for this feast must be con-
ducive to romance, so polish the silver and press
your vintage finens. This is the time to set the
table in your Depression-era amethyst glass and
cut-crystal rose bowls. Or, if your old chipped chi-
na is no tonger fit for the dinner table, consider
some of the newest dinnerware collections, intro-
duced at Hudson's recent bridal show and registry
fair.Mary Dearing, divisional merchandise man-
aget for Hud-
son’s tabletop
department,
nays that blue
and white is
probably “the
most enduring”
of dinnerware
color combina-
tions and it's
tk : hottest ca ook for earthtone
pottery i joquin an
Spice patterns; Danak’s fluted and petal-abaped
Mismateh stoneware in blue, green or ivory (in
stores in March); and chan'wd:u new Home

Nection. f ing & whit .

“Who needs Cupld when you've got
Frederick's of Hollywood?"" anked Re-
beeca Sharp, manages of the store at
Lakenide in Sterling Heighta,
last week when the Harp's Lingerie
ahop down the street was invited to
showcase its merchandise for o Val-
entine's promotion that also featured
the restaurant’s Candlelight Dinner
for Two package.

Most of the lunch crowd seemed

entation of the holiday. They've taken
every opportunity to get the consumer
excited with cleverly packaged mer-
chandise and unlque twists on tried-
and-true gifts.”

This wns the case at the Cook's
Ganlen restaurant in Birmingham

aurprised to ace models in bathrobes,
peignoirs, and negligees atrolling be-
tween the tables. But as one secretary
on her lunch break noted, “Maybe |
better buy something special for Val-
entine’s Day, I've been wearing long
underwear to bed oll winter.”

Pam Rucker, spokeswoman (or the
National Retail Federation in Wanh.
ington D.C.. said Valentine's Day haa
become o promotional hook for many
different retailers and “they've be-
came much more savvy in their pres-

’90s Valentines speak
out on relationships

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
K101 Y WRITEH
Hallmark, those producers of Val-
entine's Day greetings since 1915, re-
part that more than 925 million
{ 1 "

will be on
Wednesday.

And Hallmark can thank the
Romana for the flurry of mid-Febru-
ary card sales, for without their pagon
celehration of Lupercalin upon which
Valentine's Day is loosely based,
there would be no winter celcbration
of Love.

Did you know the Feb. 14 holiday
has little or nothing to do with the
Romon priest Valentine, martyred in
279 A.D. for performing weddinga
agulnat a direct arder from Claudius
117 It seems Cleudius wanted his men
off fighting wars and not at home
with wives and Jovers. -

mbo for '96. Also, I
larly Denby’s H

Instead, many historiene believe
the roots of Valentine's Day sprung
from the Roman Lupercalia, a fertili-
ty festival honaring the two mythical
wolf pups Remus and Romulus. In
fact, Pope Gelanlus sct aside Feb. 14
in 468 A.D. with the hope of sup-;
planting the Lupercalia with a Chris:
tian-theme.

Valentine’s greetingn as we know |
thent date from 1750, These wera on-. .
tirely hand made until commercigts
carda came on the scene around 18007
The first valentines were aimed
atrictly at lovers, while today's cards
reflect contemporary life situations.
Hallmark has more than 1,600 de-
signs and mesaages In print lo in-
clude everyone from family members
to special friends and co-workers.

Soo VALENTINE, 11A

pattern.

Have it your way

Miz and match is another new tabletop concept,
whereby designers offer dinnerware in coordinat-
ing colorways and patterns that you and [ can pur-
chase by the piece and create our own unique
place settings. Villeroy and Boch’s Switch col-
lection is an example.

For our aforementioned romantic Valentine's
dinner, I culled through the collections and came
up with these suggestions:

‘What could be more beautiful than Ralph Lau-
ren’s rose-hewn Daphne bone china? Edged in
gold, it recalls entique dinnerware and is perfect
for formal occasions, yet charming for a brunch or
afternoon tea.

Drape the table in Waterford's new heirloom-
quality linens. The Lismore tablecloth features

quisite detail and work hip, and Hudson's
is the first to carry the line. Waterford elso intro-
duces the Millenium Collection of special edition

Loving thoughts: This year Hallmurk offers two new selections
of Valentine cards including a line bused on the book “Men
are from Murs, Women are from Venus' and anather selvc.
tion designed for dogs and cats to give their owners.

Retailers cars submit news of upcoming cvents and

champagne flutes, perfect for your Valentine
toasts end complementary to Tiffany'’s extraordi-
narily simple Hampton crystal stemware. Also
from Tiffany, from the Louis Comfort Tillany Col-
lection, you might choose Chrysanthemum ster-
ling nilver Aatware and Scroll candlesticks.And
the picce de resistance, the
centerpiece, is a gorgeous
crystal bowl filled with
Jungle Roses from Nel-
man Marcus. The gra-
pefruit-sized blooms,
grown in the South Ameri-
can rain foreats, are spec-
taculas in fragrance and
beauty. Adored by the
likes of Hillary Clinten,
Elizabeth Teylor and Hel-
en Gurley Brown, eco-
friendly Jungle Rosea sre
available for overnight delivery in shades of Pink
Panther and Red Butler, Call Neiman Epicure at.
(810) 843-3300 Ext. 2380 today to surprise your
sweetheart.

Linda Bochrach welcomes merchandise news
ond views to share with column readers. Call her ot
. (313)953-4747, Ext. 1889, or send at fax to (810}
' 644-1314.

LOOKING AHEAD

What to watch for iy Malts & Mainstraets next

weelc

| 8 Prom Zaa-Zas Gabor to Mary Lou next door,

fashfon lr:;ﬂn Michael Getsoff enjoys dressing
jeh.

. 8 A look at [ssac Mixrahi’s unique clothing show

1ot Baka.

/8 Rotall Details briefs you on the latest market-

Z place pews. :

promotions for Added Attractions. The deadline is
the Wednesday before publication on Monday.
Send facts to: Malle & Mainatreets, Obscrver &
Eecentric Newspopers, 805 E. Maple, Hirmingham.,
48009. Or fox (o: (810) 644-1314.

MONDAY, FE8. 12

SWELT TREATS
Jacobson’s Stoce for the Homa hosts two-day swoet
sampling through Feb. 13 noon 10 3 p.m. festumng
heart-shaped confactions and strawbermes dpped 0

Morey's chocolate,
{810} 644-6900.
(CE FRSTIVAL
Okse World Viage hosts collection of u-
on Mspisy in the vilege Lhrough

Feb. 18 unts 7:30 p.n. signtly
ends. On Feb 14 at 10 a.m. WXYZ's Don Shane
*'Dare Don™* segment. Reception that

per person

Fed. 17-18 kce caving festures.
slonats, amsteurs and students, Contest santioned
by National ica Carving Associstion.
Cantortury Vaage. Joslyn. Lako Onon.

@10) 391-9682.

Send your fevorite beby Snapshot (nfants L0 4-year-
ua;wrm:owwnum.mmmsloo
32 prize in "Smile, Baty "

tons svalable I ‘s

and runnees-up in e categonies raceive $100
o

(B10) 443-6000.

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

TUESDAY, FEB. 13

BRIDAL SXWING
Haberman's Farics hosts fxshion show of custom
craation 7 p.m. lnspestions hom local designens end
Grasamakers. DOof prizes. feservauons required for
.

COMpEMantary program.
117 W. Fourtn. Roysl Osk.
{810)541-0010.

WEDNESOAY, FEB. 14

(810) 737-0110.

vissy
Vocsists pertorm 8 and 7:30 p.n, 00 Kisge near
s, Comptmaentary s for women attending,

810)476-1168.

WALKERS METY

©:16 m.m. lower sevel auttonum. Tory Thomas kom

Bue Bhisks discusess * Trouble-free Uev-

ol,” Mall 0pens to welkers dally 6t 7 8.n. near Olga’s
. Walking program ends sl 10 8.r,

Westiend Conter, Wayre/Warmee.

{313) 425-5001.

DoAY, FeB 18

INFORMAL

Casual Rear Ends 2
p.m. at Stage & Co, resiournnt.

Boardwalk. Orehard Lake/s. Mapie. West Bioomiekd.
(810) 855-6622.

FRIDAY, FEB. 16

SNTORMAL MODELING
Fashions from Horthem Reflections and Taidots pre-
sented during kich, noon 10 2 p.m. ot . Doanison’s
B0d ABle’s American Giide,
Lourel Park Place. Six Mie/Newburgh. Livonia.
(313)482-1100.

PORMALWRAR SNOW
See special occasion dresses for spang and
vonts by Chria Kole through Feb. 17 atRoz &
Shamn, |0a.m.to8p.m,
Bioomield Plaze, Meple/Teweyaph.

810)855-8877,
SATURDAY, FEB 17
oS
“'Soa 8nd Do 200 Review,” 3 Court. In-
terncive puppet show. Aflorward, kids visit o crat
1.u."3£3'°7¥7'«,")‘r'”°° ' :
3 ok gaph. Southifield. H
81013534111, :
muss
Hudson's Book Departent pretants 's Robert
Jones spesking about the history of blues music from
s roots in West Africa. 3.5 p.m. He'll perform on hia
Novihisnd Centee. it Mhe/Groonterd, Soutteid. |
{810) 443-6000,
SUNDAY, FEB. 18
sTomy

TILLING
Hudaon's prosants story-teling and Giverss music
o Instruments from around the word, 3-4

©.m. Chiliren's Dupartment, Repeatod Feb. 26 at
Northiand stors,

Fairtane Town Contay, Southfieic/Michigan. Dear:
bom.

(313) 436.7600.




