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Prutow

Helen Prutow, the longest-serving member of the
Farmington Board of Education, has d
ghe won't seek a sixth term. Already, two hope-
fuls have announced they want ta replace hor.

Trial update: Religious grou

are calling Geoffrey Fieger's desire | BXEARmYcower . - e e v unchal.
to question prospective jurors in While the Farmington Boand of EQ-  lenged as the term for board preaident

Joo Svoke also expires, Bvoko ssld he
v;lll run in the June 10 achool clec-
tion.

Two peaple — Priscllla Broulllstte
of Farmington Hills and Ellen Bouc-
hard of West Bloomfleld Township

the Kevorkian trial about their
spiritual beliefs biased and uncon-
stitutional. /3A

ucation’s moat senfor member blds
adiou, a few candidatcs are already
preparing their bids for her seat.
Helen Prutow, 65, has safd sholl
not run for a sixth term on tho board.
She'll remain on the Oskland Inter-

bows out of race

— have taken out nominating peti-
tions,'

When incumbent
didn't seek re-election [n' 1993, nine
hopefuls tuned out.

Yet only two candidates vied for
one open soat In Jast yoar's election
after Incumbent Susan Lightner de-
clded not to run,

“Holon chose to announce falrly
early,” said Trustee Linda Enberg,
who was last yoar'a winner. “That
should give people plenty of time to
declde,”

Soo FRUTOW, 7A

Juck Cotton

© & Ecoentnc Nawvpepwn

Holoh Prutow
not running

Go to courtl: The O.J. Simpson
trial hias given us ideas. Why not
let those cable TV cameras roll in
the local courtrooms? /10A

Letter ripl: As usual, Observer
readers are not shy about sharing
their opinions. /10A

Mat results: The Western Lakes
Activities Association wrestlin
tournament had a familiar ending
Saturday. /1C

Skating skills: Precision skating
teams from Michigan and the .
Midwest competed in Farmington
Hills Saturday. /2C

5 .

. H
Classifieds e )
Cromsword Opinlona . . 10A,J1A K
T Pollcoflre . . . . ‘1@ &
Empl: mt . , Bports . . ... 5
Serbioyguido . . . . BtreetSceno . . . 8B !
Pots. o o v v 000 s . »
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springs
into action.

D. Keith Deacon, former Parming:
il and

| Former city official will be

will be deeply miased. He was very

By LARRY O'CONNOR ton Hills mayor and

S1F WRITER
DFBA stands for Downtown Parmington Busi-
ness Association, but in recent years the acronym
could have been easily transisted into: Doubt,
Frustration, Boredom and Apathy. .
From ashes of indifference, a new DFBA has

risen,
John Kanyo, owner of Something Wood, and
other new downtown businesses has injected vigor
. and purpose into the group thet §rown stag.
nant in recent yeam. Mmbn:hllfp dwindled as
° P . "

some owoers the p:
work should be handled by the Downtown Devel-

Devolopment Corporation, died Mon-
day, Feb. 12, after collapsing at De-
troit Metropolitan Afrport.

‘Me. Deacon, 69, was returning from
2 businesa trip to Osk Creck, Wis. He
. was moderator of the National Asso-
ciation of Congregationa) Christians.

“We knew he had heast trouble,”
said his wifo, Lois, “He was sched-
uled for heart cathsterization and was
on medication. Thero was talks of re-
placing a heart valve. But doctors

current chafrman of the Economic.

and every reapect-
ed him."”

Mayor Aldo Vagnorzi described
Mr. Deacon as a positive persan.

“Ha always saw the bright side and
the potential. He loved this commu-
nity and he continued to give it his
time snd eneriy long after he left city
council,” said Vagnozzi,

Mr. Deacon served on the first
Farmington Hills ity council. He was
the city’s fourth mayor, serving from
July 1976 to Junc 1977 He also
served two terms as mayet pro tem:
ono from July 1076 to June 1976 and

For the past 17 years, he had bevn a
member of the Economic Develop-

our
Costlck, dty
managet of Farmington Hilla.

“He was o tremendous loader and

A change in sttitude bas newcomars and veter-
«uns of downtown commarce fesling lucky.

*It's kind of bean, ‘Show me what we nm:sw
do,’ " said Kanyo, who Something Wood In
the Villags Mall last year, *1 trled to stress to peo-.
pld this {s not a one-person thing. Everyone has to
get involved.”

Merchants selling sexy lingetie, comfortabls
ahoes and organic coffec — as well as chlroprac.

D. Keith Desicon

Cities would rather live without

and had served as
ity chairperson since January, 1995.
r. Deacon took & fcular inter-

opment Authority. sald he'was OK to tzavel.”™ .
The DPBA is plannlng Its first ever Midnight * " Mr. Deacon dicd st Annapolis Hos.  a second in 1979.
Madness sale Friday, March 16, and is conslder- pital of heast problems.
ing other onal such as having &  “For 16 years, hewas a dear friend,
Vegas Night. . . pportive of 3- ment C
nity,” said_Wiillam

] d
the city and the bullding of the ronds *
in Farmington Hills. Ho was cun-
cerned about the way truffic pattorns
affocted the residents snd the bual-
ness community.

Since 1889, Mr, Deacon
committed to Minding solutions to tho
teaflic congestian at the M5 (M-102}
Grand River/Halsted/10 Mile inter-
change. Under his leadorship of the
EDC's community lmprovement
committoe, he encouragedl the EDC to
fund a $90,000 preliminary engineer.
ing study of this project.

‘When federal money commlitesd for
the complotion of this project foll
through, Mr. Deacon speatheaded the
requeat for demonatration grant mon-
fes. To date, $1.3 million han beon ad-
vanced by the federal guvernment for
this project.

bnd h‘.tcn

est in the economic ‘dévelopment of

See DIACON, 2A

residency bill

tors offoring spine resdjustmenta — have spurred
the resurgence.

Touch of Romance, Stride Rite Shoes, Grand
Cafs and Cromws!l Chiropeactic are smoog many
supporting the DFBA, Kan said, Bomse 40 buai-
acuwluv- pald dna‘l{'h ch is used for promo-

ons, ! ! .

DPBAm-umdlnlMummdwn-
1 D De-

town F
valopmant Authority was formed the samme ysar.

In some le’s eyes, respactive rvlubu
came blumm promotional idoas,
but so does the DDA.

That might explain why some members atill
send MlDFBAmn&H’duub!thDﬂ\by

: mistake. .
DDA [s government run; DFBA lsa't.
- The DDA on concrets matiers
such as putting In ‘82 million of strestscape im-
. WthmmDMbm»ﬂy

BY BiLL COUTANT
STAYY WRITYR

and  Farmington Hills officials

Farmington
would ilke the.Statd of Michigan to butt out of
whsn it comss to residency require-
State Ben, Devid Honigman, R-West Bloom-
field, Is o o bill that would not allow

ty's to requlre smployees to live within the city’
being

il
limits. The considered in the Benate,
woald still have to go to the House.

“It’s immoral for the government to tell people
wl!;‘ they can llvt:.;‘ Honlgman sald 3

" “Thers are & million reasons why someone
_would not h:‘lbll to“nhwb.n they work, such as
" be

taking care of & ” . ..
““But ‘citiss like Farmington and. Farmington
Hillswould behurt by suchslaw, - - .

d

T I ‘Soe DFBA, 8A

""l‘h!ltypooﬂiwwllldlndh!lmuhmfw
- our resldents,”, sal .

d iy

\

& ‘This type of law wiil directly In.
croase taxes for our residents.
Wa would have to add people or
cut services.' L

. . Frank Lauhoff
Farmington city manager

Prank Lauhoff. “We would have to add people or

cut services.”

Lauhoff sald Farmington's public safety officera
aserve both as police and firelighters. On any given
shif thers aro thres to five officers en duty. Ite
major fire of emergancy took place, officers must
be called in.

"We've teied to explaln it to him (Honigman),"
Lavhoff said.

Farmington and Farmington Hills do not bave a
residency rule for other empl but they both
do for police officers and firefighters, -

o, }

“[t'a 25 miles within tha city hall for police, and
alnce last night (Monday), it's 25 milea for {full.
time) firefightors,” ssid Farmington Hilla Porsun-
nel Director Dana Whinnery. “Paid-on-call (vol.
nnmr:) must live within five minutes of thelr sta.

on."

ry said other cily do nol bave

. a residency requirement. The city has also negotl-

ated an ent that police officers can live in
Milford, Highland Township or White Lake
Pownship as well as within the 26.mile limit.

“That was negotiated eight or nine years ago so
that officers could find affordable housing near
water,” he sald. :

‘Whinnery said requiring other city employees to
live in the city would not only hurt recruiting el-
forts to got top employees, but would probably tun
afoul of the courts,

“In some cases, requiring peopls to live where
they can't afford to has been viewed s an Impedi-

‘ment to emp} t {ting in Job descrimina-
tion," he sald.

Soe RESIDENCY, BA



