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Go to court!

ey, denizens of daytime TV: Sick of the

Viewers need a

H low and somehow unfulfilled now that

there's no O.J. Shinpson trial to keep your eyed
riveted on that boob tube?

Well, according to published reports, Michi-
gao's Trial of the, uh, Munth — the assisted-
suicide trial of Dr. Jack Kevorkian, o.k.a. Dr.
Death — will be available for eyeballing on
certain select cable TV systems, including at
least two in Gakland County.

No, sur very own Time Warner (Rormerly
MetroVision) is not among them, and we have
to nsk cable und city ofitcials the following
question: Why the heck not?

Lat's have local aceess cuble TV live up to its
promise finally and fully by providing guvel-to-
gavel covernge of the courtroum antics of Dr. D
and his mighty mouthpiece, Geoffrey Fieger.

And why stop with the Kevorkian trial?
Wheel those cable TV cameras into the 47th
District Court out on 10 Mile Road and let
them provide a sample in living color of how
local justice is dispensed.

dose of justice

deeply about crime, especially crime commit-
ted on their streets or in the next subdivision
over. The best-read article in the Observer, we
think, is the Palice and Fire Calls.

TV ratings? We don’t think loca! cable pro-
ducers tive nnd die by the numbers as they do
an network TV. But, hey, with local court on
the tube, every month would be sweeps
month.

With local court doings on T-W's Channel 8
or 12 or somewhere on the dial, the network
talks and soaps would get scrubbed from the
viewing ins of hundreds of Farming!
aren viewers. We're sure of it — especinlly
with the high-profile crime the 47th’s been
handling lately.

Local eable TV has played o huge role over
the years in bringing officialdom into the lives
of peaple who've wanted it. The Farmington
Hills City Council meetings (remember when
they were called the Monday Night Fights?)
nre cablecast live, as are the Farmington
Board of Education mectings.

And, in recent years, no election campaign

There should be daily, non-stap coverage of | would be plete without the obli y cll-
47th District Court huppenings: arraign- bl of several didote forums.
ments, preliminary exams, i and Including court coverage frum bath district
such. und Oakiand County Circuit Court on local ca-

What a great idea! We've surprised it's
eluded everyone all these years. People enjoy
looking in on vther people’s misery. They eare

ble TV would be making a good thing even
better. We hope the puwers that be give it se-

rious consideration,

OCC chancellor a great choice

ongratulations to Richard T. Thomp-
c son on being selected the next chancel-

lor of Onkiand Community College,
and congratulations to the board of trustees
for picking him so promptly and openly.

Now 31 years ald, OCC has hundreds of ad-
ministrators and faculty who have been there
most of their working careers, There was na
lack of local talent. For the first time, an OCC
board has promoted fram within, to the legiti-
mate pleasure of the constituents and the
public who know Thompson. He will boost
morale.

Thompson will pruv:du almost immediate
leadership — effective March 19 — in a 30,000~
student callege that is financially solid and well
run but which needs immediate leedership.

Since a retirement June 30, the Auburn
Hills Campus, o state leader in industrial ed-
ucation, has had three interim chiefs. Thomp-
son must move swiftly to choose amang the
two internal and 33 external candidates for a
new president.

There has been high turnover in deans, in
part because they've been overworked, in part
because time marches on. There has becrd
turnaver, flor various reasons, in the district
office. OCC has paid much ntlentum to nlu-
dent r
and Thompson's ndmmmlmlmn will need to
fine-tune its hundling of studenta.

As Thompson candidly pointed out to
trustees, there has been a high turnover in
chief executives — six, at an average tenure of
five years. “There was nothing wrong with
any of the past CEOs,” he said bluntly, “but
we've had too many, and they've been here too
short a time.”

It is regrettable the board vote woy 5-2 in-
stead ofunnnlmnua Pnunbly some in the com-

trustees could be elected next June 10; we,
too, have sometimes criticized bonrd majority
operations. But we note, in fairness, that the
recall mavement has collapsed, and that delay
would be harmful.

The board interviewed finalists publicly, as
required by the Open Meetings Act, and
seemed to have no truuble with the process,
OCC has a lesson for college boards who com-
plain they can’t find good candidates under
public scrutiny.

Trustee Janice Simmons, wha voted no, cor-
rectly noted that Thompson lacked a doctaral
degree, the first qualification on the board's
list. On balance, however, the new chief exec-
utive is tailor-made for the job.

He has experience on both sides of the col-
lective bargaining table — a strong necessity
in a state still heavily unionized. He has expe-
rience in 8 multi-compus institution, having
led three of the five campuses; that's a rarity
in Michigan. His intimate knawledge of the
brick, mortar and muchines will help him as
OCC invests tens of millions on renovations.

At age 56, Thompson has 23 years in top
leadership and has lated a lot of trust;
that should count for a college degree or two.

Thompson has personal qualities that en-
dear him to the community: a dry wit; on abil-
ity to speak and write ploin English and not
“cdubabble™; a reapect for modern technology;
an old-fnshioned love of the arts; a George
Washington-like ability to learn from his own
mistakes and not repeat them; a renlistic view
of the divided board that picked him.

And Thompson has served on 10 North
Central Associstion accrediting panea. That
makes him a known and udmired quantity not
anly in Oakland County but throughout the
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LETTERS

Program does ex!st
hia letter is in answer to Mr, Scibert's
T letter in the Observer on Feb. 8 regard-
ing handicap parking enfarcement in
the city of Farmington.

In the city of Farmington Hills, we have
such a program that has been in effect for
about five years. It is made up of strictly vol-
unteers and we havo the authority to issue ci-
tations to persons who park in the handicup
spaces without a permit.

This is a volunteer program mado up of

mostly retirces and willing citizens. The citics
aof Southficld, Flint and West Bloomfield also

succeas that it waa,

Having o freshman, it was an eyc-opening
experience for me to see the many hours of
hard work that the students pul in s well a8
the supparting staff and crew in putting the
shaw together and yet atill be expected to car-
ry on the normal activitics of daily lifo (i.0.
eating, slecping).

Wo, as porents, so often try to teach our
children the valus of hard work and dedica-
tion to the task at hand, but sometimes there
is na better teacher than first-hand experi-
ence, umvmg fnr thM gaal and seeing it
that end result.

have similar programs.
1f you caro to find out more about our pre-
gram and possibly start a program in the city
of Farmington, feel free to contact me through
the Farmington Hills Police Department,
Traffic Section, 473-9686.
umley Leeman, coordinator,
Handicap Parking Enforcement,
Farmington Hilla

Cable service lousy
am one of the 35,891 subscribers of expand-
ed cablo service provided by Time Warner
in Farmington Hills. I totally agree with
Mr. DeWard's Feb. 8 letter to the editor.

In addition to raising the rates without
adding value or services, sinco becoming our lo-
cal cable supplier (Time Warnor Cable) has ex-
perienced consistent loss/reduction of cable
service over protracted periods.

During these periods, they place themsclvea
out of reach by failing to provide either nde-

Wo are 8o fortunate to have in our district
somoe very dedicated, talented people who are
willing to devote the time neceasary to teach
our children, show them this very valuable
lesson in life.

1 know that I apeak on behalf of every par-
ent whose child was somehow involved in the
production when I give thanks and praise to
the assistant director/choreographer, Lucy
Koviak, our music director, Jan Brachel, per-
son in chargo of sct design, Karen Feder and
our magnificont maestro, Carl Gippert.

Last, but certninly not least, to Sue and Dean
Cabb, fur their endlesa hours of hard work in
making this all happen, for eliciting from our
children their very best showeasing of talent,
and for bringing to us parenta that magic mo-
ment l.hnt we live our lives for, we thnnk you, .-

Murphy, Far Hills

| Better music rooms :.

would like to publicly commend the stall” =

quate means to contact them (too few
nications lines to their facility) or poeulbly by

I at Farmi High School and eapeciully
Dnve Catherman who was instrumental in
d g tho restructuring of the Farming-

removing the means of com-
plotely (taking the phone “off the hook").

Thoy have failed to make up any “lost time™

through adjustments in rates or enhanced ser-
vices and consistently provided excuses, but
never anawers, when finally reached for a sta-
tun of the cable service.

The fact that they can *“legally” raise thoir
rates without any justification whatsoever has
enabled Time Warner to become arrogant and
allowed for their callous disregard for the cable
customers in Southweatern Oskinnd County.

Compcbunn from the other communications
companies may help eventually, although this re-
mains to be seen. In the meantime, there neoda
ta be somo aceountahility on their part and some
way tnumlml what they are able to charge,

Greg Zimmer, Farmington Hills

Mldwesl., As the news :prnndu this week,

munity hoped th lection could
have been delnycd until one or twe new

ble people in many states will join

in to nay: “Great choice, OCC.”

This weelt in history
as reported in the pages of tha Fslmlngtan
O ond the F

M40 YEARS AGO — FIL, 18, 1966
i was expectad to triple in

mxmmeﬁomwmuunmm
litan R Phxm!n"‘ iasi

, would dou-

Tati

bla,n jasd nwrtum." i High
Schaol's dehate taam, coached by Lloyd Smith,
wasto in a district meet at Ypailanti
State Norms) College Aspirin tablets were
advertised 8t 100 for 9 cents ot the Osk

Middlebelt Road. A $13.6 million expansion
at Botsford General Hospital was expected to
be campleted by the end of 1988.

Haerison lilted ita baskatball record to 14-0
with a 71-84 victory over Northville High.

@ 1 YZAR AGD — FEB. 13, 1998 (CRSIRVIR)
United We Btand, o group supporting Ross
Perot, moved to Parmington Hills from
Lapsing.Mike Fluhart was named

Pharmacy, Grand River and i Road,
18 YEARS AGO ~ PER. 20, 1988
(OBSERYER) Some 36 cases of influenza shut
down Et. Paul's Lutheran School on

Farmington Hilla Polico Officer of the Year.
Por 80 cents, students at Larkshire
Elemantary School could purchase a break-
fast of French toast, saussge, cereal and juice,

‘Annie’ was great

eing a parent of one of the students
B who had the privilege of working on

North Farmington High School's rocent.
production of*Annie,” I would like to extend
my thanka to the many people who were in-

volved in making the show the tremendous

ton ngh :!nu schedule. :
1t is naver casy to change and this change ~
will tako n lot of effort on the part of tho
hera and staff to imp!. and
its effectivencss,

I am excited that the students and tenchers
will bo able to usc lnrger blocks of time to
delve morn deeply into subjects.

1 am especially pleased that more ntudenu
will be able to fit vocal music, band and or-
chestra into their schedules.

However, 1 am concerned becaune at Farm-
ington High we have & 19908 band in & 19508
classroom. Renovations have beon “on the
drawing board” for years, but nothing ever
scoms to get sta.

Band students hnmly fit in tho Farmington’
band room. There ia no opportunity to uso the
now computer technology becauso thore is no
room. Thore are no practice rooms for soloists
or small groups to practice, not even one.

Now that we are moving ahead with this
innovative schedule, lot's provide music
rooms that will take our school into the 21at
Century.

Kathy Hall, Farmingten Hills
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Praup Powtn, CHAIRMAN Of THE Boaro

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger

111,

RICKARD AMNLAN, PALMDENT

Oun Mission; “Becauise we publish communily newspapers, we think cbout communltyjoumalum

i f

fo be

independent from the stories ond

they cover,

in ta write the unusual or

sensational and then dashing off to cover something else. We regard ourselves as both accurats
Journolists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

_.-==Philip Power




